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community. He explained that when 
people know the officers who serve 
Tulalip, they are more likely to reach 
out when they need help or witness 
suspicious activity.

“The department has to 
continue to build that trust,” said 
Ledford. “Some of the things that 
have happened at the national level 
have caused the community to lose 
trust in law enforcement. We depend 
on the community for certain cases, 
so we must make sure that they trust 
us. Plus, creating an atmosphere 
where people aren’t afraid to call 
911 or the Tulalip Police Department 
if they spot something suspicious. 
Getting to know us a little better is 
the most important part of this.” 

Ledford said he also hopes 
the event leaves children with 
positive experiences that help 
them feel comfortable around first 
responders while giving families a 
chance to learn more about the tools 
and equipment officers use every 
day. 

“Good memories for the 
kids and some trinkets to remember 
the occasion. Getting to experience 
some of the vehicles and machines 
that we operate on a day-to-day 
basis,” said Ledford.

Officer Haison Duong, who 
has served with the Tulalip Police 
Department for nine years, said 
National Night Out gives officers a 
chance to meet people in a setting 
that is very different from the 
emergencies they typically respond 
to. He believes those everyday 
interactions help strengthen 
the relationship between law 

enforcement and the community 
long before someone ever needs to 
call 911.

 “It means getting out in 
your community and being able 
to connect and have a meaningful 
conversation,” said Duong. 
“National Night Out is a dedicated 
day for us, and it means the world 
to be able to have these interactions. 
This is where we work, and we want 
the community to be comfortable 
with us because in their worst time, 
we are the people they call. We 
want to build that trust within the 
community so they feel comfortable 
with calling us.”

Looking beyond the event 
itself, Duong said the department 
continues to focus on issues affecting 
the reservation and encourages 
residents to play an active role in 
keeping their neighborhoods safe.

“We must keep drugs off 
the reservation, illegal guns off the 
reservation, and better neighborhood 
policing,” Duong said. “Call 911 if 
you need us; we are always there to 
help and be vigilant.”

As families packed up lawn 
chairs and children finished the 
evening’s activities, Duong said 
he hopes people left with a greater 
appreciation for the community they 
share and the people who serve it.

“At the end of the day, we 
take off our badges, and our guns, 
we take off our vests, we are the 
same person as you, we are all the 
same people. Be kind, be safe, and 
be responsible.”
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Bank from front page 

Continued on next page

deliciousness while others cooled 
off with popsicles under the 
summer sun. 

From 12p.m. to 3p.m., 
the Tulalip-located bank branch 
hosted its first annual membership 
gathering. They invited Tulalip 
tribal members, customers, and 
the surrounding community to 
enjoy an afternoon filled with food, 
games, and giveaways. Less than 
a year after opening its doors on 
the Reservation, the bank used the 
occasion to thank the community 
for welcoming it to Tulalip while 
continuing to strengthen the 
relationships that have become 
central to its mission.

Inside and outside 

the branch, tables overflowed 
with complimentary tote bags, 
notebooks, pens, and other Native 
American Bank gifts that visitors 
happily carried home.

The celebration also 
highlighted local businesses. 
Tulalip owned food truck Ryan’s 
Rez- ipes served free lunches 
throughout the afternoon, drawing 
a steady line of hungry guests. 
Once lunch wrapped up, Michael 
Pablo Jr’s ice cream truck became 
the next popular stop as families 
enjoyed frozen treats while visiting 
with friends and neighbors.

“This is the first annual 
customer appreciation day here 
at our Tulalip branch. It’s also a 

celebration of Native American 
Bank’s 25th anniversary,” said 
branch supervisor Raychell 
Williams (Upper Skagit). “We are 
extremely mission driven in each of 
our communities, and so in planning 
this event we were intentional about 
having community representation 
as involved as possible. Having two 
Tulalip food vendors not only adds 
to the welcoming environment, 
but also allows us to support local 
small businesses as well.”

The afternoon reflected the 
same vision Native American Bank 
shared when it officially opened 
its Tulalip branch last October. 
Founded in 2001 by Tribal Nations 
and Alaska Native corporations, 

Native American Bank was created 
to provide financial services 
designed specifically for Indian 
Country.

Today, the Native owned 
Community Development Financial 
Institution works with tribal 
governments, Native businesses, 
housing authorities, nonprofit 
organizations, and individual 
customers across the country. Its 
mission has always centered on 
supporting tribal sovereignty and 
expanding economic opportunity 
in Native communities.

When the Tulalip branch 
opened, Native American Bank 
President and CEO Tom Ogaard 
spoke about why establishing 
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a permanent presence in western 
Washington was an important milestone 
for the institution.

“We are thrilled to be opening 
here in Snohomish County,” Ogaard 
said. “Nearly half of Washington’s 
federally recognized tribes are located 
in the Puget Sound region. Our physical 
presence here allows us to develop the 
relationships that are so important in 
Indian Country.”

Those relationships were evident 
throughout Friday’s celebration. Instead 
of focusing solely on financial services, 
bank employees spent the afternoon 
greeting customers by name, visiting 
with families, handing out prizes, 
and enjoying the festivities alongside 
the community. Conversations about 
checking accounts and business lending 
naturally blended into stories about 
family, upcoming community events, 
and shared experiences.

The Friday membership 
celebration demonstrated that vision in 
a way that did not involve paperwork or 
financial transactions. “I’m so happy to 
be here. I opened an account here soon 
after they opened because I wanted to 
support a business that works diligently 
to support Indigenous communities,” 
shared a local tribal elder. “The staff 
here are very personable and have never 
made me feel like just another number. 
In fact, when I opened my account they 
took the time to sit with me and show 
me how to install their banking app and 
connect my info. That may seem trivial, 
but to someone like me who isn’t tech 
savvy at all, it meant everything”

As the afternoon came to a close 
and families headed home with full 
stomachs and carrying giveaways items, 
the first annual membership appreciation 
day accomplished something that 
cannot be measured on a balance 
sheet. It strengthened the connection 
between Native American Bank and the 
community it came to serve.

Less than a year after opening 
its Tulalip branch, the bank continues to 
show that its greatest investment is the 
trust it is building with people.
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By Shawn Dick, photos courtesy of 
Fire Chief Ryan Shaughnessy and 
Battalion Chief Bobby Guadamuz 
	 As wildfires and smoke 
continue affecting Indigenous 
communities across the state, the 
Tulalip Bay Fire Department of-
fered aid with the Kaiser Canyon 
fire located within the boundaries 
of the Colville Reservation. Wash-
ington State emergency services 
are stretched thin, and after mul-
tiple evacuation orders, the fire de-
partment responded on July 23 by 
sending a team that included med-
ics and a brush truck.
	 The fire medics were on 
an eight-day deployment, tasked 
with being available to firefighters 
working on the fire line to provide 
immediate emergency care, man-
age heat illness, and treat trauma 
in high-stress environments. Their 
constant presence keeps crews safe 
and lets firefighters focus on their 
work.
	 Some of the challenges 
crews faced were the smoke and 
heat. Tulalip firefighter/EMT 
Thomas Bennett said, “I live in 
Wenatchee, and I have been highly 
impacted by the smoke. Right now, 
Wenatchee has the worst air qual-
ity in the state.”
	 The brush truck, a 4x4 
off-road fire truck, was assigned 
to a 14-day deployment for mop-
up duty. Working in areas where 
the wildfire has already burned 
through, teams are split up by grid 
lines, focusing on quelling pop-up 
fires and taking the heat out of the 

ground. Once a section of the grid 
is finished, that area can be consid-
ered contained.
	 Tulalip firefighter/para-
medic Jake Kelly has experience 
working with the brush trucks af-
ter being deployed to Coulee City 
earlier in the year. Kelly said, “We 
were lucky enough to get on the 
night shift; the day shift has heat, 
high winds, and humidity.”
	 The Tulalip Board of Di-
rectors approved $50,000 in cash 
donations to help the impacted 
Colville Reservation community. 
Tulalip tribal chairman Hazen 
Shopbell said, “We are looking 
into additional help for other tribes 
impacted by the wildfires.”
	 As drought conditions 
persist, the Tulalip Tribes’ burn 
ban remains in effect until further 
notice. Fireworks and all outdoor 
burning are strictly prohibited, ex-
cept for authorized cooking and 
ceremonial fires.
	 A donation drive is being 
held at the Recover Workforce 
Center, located at 7627 41st Ave 
NW, Tulalip, WA 98271. Monday-
Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm. Items 
being requested are:
•	 Gently used and clean blan-

kets, pillows, socks, and (new) 
undergarments.

•	 Toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoo/conditioner, deodor-
ant, feminine hygiene prod-
ucts, hairbrushes, and hand 
sanitizer.

•	 Diapers and baby wipes.

Tulalip Bay Fire Dept assists with Kaiser Canyon wildfire
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Summon Publication Notice for Newspaper: TUL-CV-PO-2026-0521 SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA.  TO: FRANCIS CHARLES COME-
NOTE JR: Petitioner has started an action in the above Court requesting: Family 
Violence Protection Order. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding 
the above entitled action at a hearing on at September 22, 2026 AT 9:00 AM in Tulalip 
Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have impor-
tant legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. DEFENDANT(S) 
SHALL APPEAR AND ANSWER THE COMPLAINT WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS 
FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THE SUMMONS WHICH 
IS THE FOLLOWING: July 25, 2026. IF YOU FAIL TO SERVE YOUR WRITTEN 
RESPONE WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE FIRST DAY OF PUBLICATION, THE 
COURT MAY ENTER AN ORDER OF DEFAULT AGAINST YOU, AND THE COURT 
MAY, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU, ENTER A DECREE AND APPROVE 
OR PROVIDE FOR THE OTHER RELIEF REQUESTED IN THE SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT. If you serve a notice of appearance on the petitioner, you are entitled 
to notice before an order of default or decree may be entered. . You must respond 
to this summons by serving a copy of your written response on the petitioner and by 
filing the original with the clerk of the court. You may obtain written response forms 
from the Clerk of the Court or on the Tulalip Tribal Court web page at http://www.
tulaliptribalcourt-nsn.gov/

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0579. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip 
WA. In Re the Welfare of: A. J. O. C. TO: EDWARD CORKINS, JR.: YOU ARE HERE-
BY NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was opened with the above-
listed case number in the above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-
listed youth. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend at this hearing regarding 
the above-entitled action at a PRELIMINARY INQUIRY HEARING AS TO FATHER 
on MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2026, at 1:00 P.M. - REMOTE. This will be a REMOTE, 
TELEPHONIC, CALL-IN hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, 
Tulalip, WA 98271. TO CALL IN TO YOUR HEARING PLEASE USE TELEPHONE 
NUMBER 224-501-3412 AND THEN PLEASE USE ACCESS CODE 212-638-629. 
NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your 
interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST 
YOU. Date first published: July 11, 2026.

TUL-CV-GC-2026-0234. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. 
TO: Frankie Eagle. Petitioner has started an action in the above Court requesting: General 
Complaint.You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled 
action at a hearing on at September 8,2026 AT 2:30pm in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st 
Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you 
must take steps to protect your interests. DEFENDANT(S) SHALL APPEAR AND AN-
SWER THE COMPLAINT WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THE SUMMONS WHICH IS THE FOLLOWING DATE: July 11, 2026. 
IF YOU FAIL TO SERVE YOUR WRITTEN RESPONSE WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE 
FIRST DAY OF PUBLICATION, THE COURT MAY ENTER AN ORDER OF DEFAULT 
AGAINST YOU, AND THE COURT MAY, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU, ENTER 
A DECREE AND APPROVE OR PROVIDE FOR THE OTHER RELIEF REQUESTED IN 
THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT. If you serve a notice of appearance on the petitioner, 
you are entitled to notice before an order of default or decree may be entered. . You must 
respond to this summons by serving a copy of your written response on the petitioner 
and by filing the original with the clerk of the court. You may obtain written response 
forms from the Clerk of the Court or on the Tulalip Tribal Court web page at http://www.
tulaliptribalcourt-nsn.gov/

TUL-CV-YI-2013-0062. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. 
In Re the Welfare of: K. J. E. TO: TIFFANY RENAE STEWART: YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was reopened with the above-listed 
case number in the above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed 
youth. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend at this hearing regarding the above-
entitled action at a PERMANENT PLAN REVIEW HEARING AFTER YINC REOPEN-
ING on TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2026, at 11:30 A.M. – IN-PERSON. This will be an 
IN PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take 
steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER, JUDGMENT WILL BE REN-
DERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: August 1, 2026.

Teresa K. Brown
	 With profound sadness and endless love, we announce the passing of 
Teresa K. Brown, who peacefully gained her wings on July 30, 2026, sur-
rounded by the love of her family.
	  Born on December 27, 1953, in Arlington, Washington, Teresa was 
the cherished daughter of Sid Mix and Dorothy “Tutt” Tryon. She leaves be-
hind her husband, children, grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. 
	 She has now returned home to be with her loved ones who welcomed 
her into eternal peace.

Notice by Publication. ROSALIE AND GROVER TOPAUM JR., Petitioner v. PRESTON 
TORRES, Respondent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-AD-2026-0280. To the above-
named Respondent, Preston Torres: You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the 
above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 10:30 a.m. on October 26, 2026. You must 
attend the hearing AND answer the complaint by filing a response with the court and serv-
ing your response on the Petitioner at the address below within 60 days of the first publica-
tion of this summons. If you fail to do so, judgement will be rendered against you according 
to the demand of the complaint. This case concerns the adoption of, and termination of 
existing parental rights over, minor P.T. A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip 
Court Clerk. Date summons was first published: August 15, 2026. Address for service: 725 
Marine Drive NE, Tulalip, WA 98271.

TUL-CV-YI-2020-0270 and TUL-CV-YI-2020-0271. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: A. A. E. and In Re the Welfare 
of S. M. E. TO: LESLIE JOHNNIE LOPEZ: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that two 
Youth in Need of Care (YINC) cases were reopened with the above-listed case numbers 
in the above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youths. You 
are hereby summoned to appear and defend at these hearings regarding the above-en-
titled actions at two PERMANENT PLAN REVIEW HEARINGS on TUESDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 29, 2026, at 9:30 A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN-PERSON hearings 
in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: 
You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date 
first published: August 15, 2026. 

Court notices




