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education. It’s an education that allows them 
to walk out these doors and be proud of who 
they are as Indigenous people,” she continued. 
“Looking out from this podium and seeing 
each and every graduate wearing their culture, 
from cedar and eagle feathers to vibrant colored 
beadwork and handwoven sashes, that tells me 
how proud you all are.” 

Before a single diploma was awarded, 
the audience embarked on an emotional 
journey through time. A slideshow presentation 
featured every graduate, beginning with infant 
photos before progressing through childhood, 
middle school, and ultimately their senior year. 
The video drew laughter from embarrassing 
childhood photos, tears from parents recalling 
years gone by, and plenty of cheers as each 
student’s story unfolded on the big screen.

The nostalgic look back served as a 
reminder of the countless moments, sacrifices, 
and victories that had brought the Class of 2026 
to this very day.

Among the evening’s most memorable 
moments were speeches delivered by student 
representatives Elijah Fay and Lilly Jefferson, 
each offering unique perspectives on their 
educational journeys.

For Elijah, the road to graduation included 
a significant transition. After transferring to 
Tulalip Heritage during the tail end of his junior 
year, he arrived searching for a place where he 
belonged. In a heartfelt address, Elijah shared 
how he initially felt lost and out of place while 
navigating a new school environment. What he 
found instead was a welcoming community that 
embraced him and made him feel like a genuine 

part of the school and local tribal community. 
“To my fellow graduates, I can’t thank 

you all enough. You made space for me. You 
included me in conversations that I didn’t grow 
up in. You laughed with me like I’ve always 
been part of the story. You turned a place that felt 
unfamiliar into something the felt like home,” 
shared Elijah. “That kind of acceptance isn’t a 
small thing when you are the one receiving it, 
it’s everything. It’s walking into a room and 
finally being able to breathe. It’s not having to 
wonder if I belong anymore.”

His message resonated deeply with 
fellow students who best understand the 
importance of belonging and being accepted for 
who they are at such a critical stage in life.

Tulalip’s homegrown Lilly Jefferson 
approached the podium with her trademark 
confidence and vision. A longtime advocate for 
youth leadership and Indigenous education, she 
challenged her fellow graduates to pursue bold 
dreams and never underestimate the power of 
their voices.

“Speak up and speak loud because we 
are the future,” encouraged Lilly. “Be kind and 
be nice. Let your light shine so brightly that 
others can see their way out of the dark.

“We often create these imaginary 
barriers in our head that make excuses for us, 
like ‘I don’t have enough time’, ‘I’m scared of 
being judged’, and ‘It’s too difficult’. But I’m 
standing up here to tell you that we all have 
things going on behind the scenes. Struggles, 
hardships, trauma. When are you going to stop 
and make the decision to not let your fears 
control your future? Continued on next page
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“All of you are powerful 
and deserving of love and support,” 
added the inspiration 18-year-
old. “Each of you are the greatest 
project you will ever work on. 
Restart, reset, and refocus as many 
times as you need, just never give 
up on yourself. When you are going 
through a difficult time remember 
our ancestor’s who fought tooth 
and nail for everything we have 
today. You are the answer to their 
prayers. We are their dreams they 

sacrificed everything for. So, walk 
into every room like your ancestors 
opened the door. Be loud, take 
up space, and always be proudly 
Indigenous.”

Both speeches from the two 
student speakers drew enthusiastic 
applause from the audience. 
Together, their statement’s 
perfectly captured the spirit of the 
evening, one that celebrated not 
only academic achievement but 
also cultural pride, community 

responsibility, and the generations 
who helped pave the way.

Following the presentation 
of diplomas, graduates crossed the 
stage one by one to embrace family 
members, educators, and friends 
waiting to congratulate them. The 
atmosphere was electric as cheers 
echoed throughout the Gathering 
Hall, each name announced serving 
as a testament to the academic 
achievement 12-years in the 
making.

Then, gathered together 
before their loved ones for one final 
moment as Heritage students, the 
Class of 2026 faced the crowd and, 
in unison, moved their tassels from 
right to left. The simple yet powerful 
gesture signified their transition 
from students to graduates, drawing 
one final, thunderous applause from 
a community that has supported 
them every step of the way.

Congratulations Class of 
2026. The future is yours.
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By Shawn Dick 
	 Smiles, cheers, and proud tears filled 
the Gathering Hall as 80 preschool students 
from the Betty J. Taylor Early Learning 
Academy celebrated their graduation 
surrounded by family, friends, and educators. 
	 The graduation ceremony,  held on 
June 3,  honored students from 10 preschool 
classes as they completed an important 
milestone, earning their first taste of education 
success.   The event highlighted the students’ 
hard work throughout the school year and 
gave families an opportunity to recognize their 
young learner’s growth and achievements.  
	 Dressed in their graduation attire, 
each student was recognized individually and 
received a paddle necklace before walking 
beneath a canoe archway, where they paused 
for photographs.  
	 Among the proud family members in 
attendance was Ashton Irving, whose daughter, 
Daeja Irving, was one of the graduates. “It 
was a wonderful celebration of the students 
and their accomplishments. Watching Daeja 
graduate from preschool was incredibly 
emotional. It feels as though time is passing so 
quickly. It is a beautiful reminder of how fast 
our children grow.”
	 Caitlin Rea Howlett, mother of 
graduate Octavia Moses, said, “I thought the 
graduation was great. I really liked that they 
all got to walk around together.”

	 When asked about her daughter’s 
favorite activities at school, Caitlin said Octavia 
especially enjoyed arts and crafts and spending 
time outdoors with her  classmates.  “The 
biggest change I could see in Octavia was that 
she became more confident in herself and a 
stronger communicator,” she said. “I hope for 
Octavia to continue to grow with happiness 
and continue to stay open-minded.”
	 The ceremony concluded with families 
congratulating graduates as the students 
celebrated the completion of preschool. For 
many parents and caregivers, the event marked 
not only the end of a school year but also the 
beginning of a new chapter as their children 
prepare to enter kindergarten. 
 

Small caps, big dreams at   
preschool graduation
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Tribal member Priscilla Valencia takes 
an actionable approach to success 

By Wade Sheldon 
Standing in front of an entire school 

would be intimidating for most adults. For 
11-year-old Priscilla Valencia, it meant 
overcoming one of her biggest fears while 
sharing a message she believed her classmates 
needed to hear.

The Allen Creek Elementary fifth grader 
was recognized as Student of the Year during a 
June 8 ceremony at the Marysville Civic Center, 
after a school year marked by leadership, cultural 
advocacy, and academic achievement. From 
educating her classmates about Orange Shirt Day 
to becoming class president and competing at 
the KidWind World Championships, Priscilla’s 
efforts earned recognition from both her school 
and the City of Marysville.

Priscilla was among a group of students 
honored during the ceremony, which celebrated 
outstanding student achievement throughout the 
Marysville School District. During the event, 
Mayor Jon Nehring spoke about the importance 
of recognizing student success and highlighting 
the positive accomplishments in local schools.

For Priscilla, the honor carried special 
meaning because she grew up watching her 

older siblings earn recognition for their own 
achievements. “It means a lot,” she said. “I 
looked up to my siblings winning awards all their 
lives, so when I won this one, I was shocked on 
how far I made it at such a young age.”

The youngest of four children, Priscilla 
has been inspired by her older brother, Desmond, 
and sisters, Faith and Ariel, who have all taken 
active roles in their communities. According 
to her mother, Rosemary Valencia, Priscilla 
admired their accomplishments but was equally 
determined to create her own path.

That opportunity presented itself early 
in the school year when she began learning 
more about Orange Shirt Day. Wanting to better 
understand its significance, Priscilla researched 
the history behind Orange Shirt Day and learned 
more about the experiences of Native children 
who attended residential and boarding schools. 
As her understanding grew, so did her desire to 
share that knowledge with others. “It’s a part of 
my culture, and I want to learn more, so I did 
a lot of research and I wanted to teach others 
about it,” she said.

Motivated by what she had learned, 
Priscilla approached school administrators and 
advocated for greater awareness of Orange Shirt 
Day. According to her family, she met with the 
principal and explained why she felt students 
should be taught more about its meaning. Her 
initiative impressed school staff, who invited 

her to visit classrooms throughout Allen Creek 
Elementary and speak directly to students about 
the history behind the day. For Priscilla, the 
effort was driven by a desire to share knowledge 
and encourage understanding. 

While speaking to an entire school 
may seem daunting for some, it represented an 
especially significant achievement for Priscilla. 
Rosemary said her daughter has worked hard 
to overcome a speech impediment and has long 
struggled with public speaking. Despite those 
challenges, she stepped in front of classrooms 
full of students and shared what she had 
learned. 	 When asked if she was nervous, 
Priscilla admitted she was. “It was surprising 
how I talked to the whole school about it,” she 
said. For Rosemary, that moment represented a 
breakthrough. “Public speaking has been such a 
fear,” she said. “She’s so smart. She just needed 
to discover her voice.”

The confidence she gained through that 
experience carried into other areas of school 
life. Later in the year, Priscilla decided to run 
for fifth-grade class president. Her campaign 
nearly came to an abrupt stop when she became 
sick on election day and was unable to attend 
school, deliver her speech, campaign in person, 
or even cast her own vote. One of her classmates 
stepped forward and read her speech on her 
behalf. And when the votes were counted, 
Priscilla was elected class president, becoming 
the first Native American student to hold the 
position at Allen Creek Elementary, according 
to her family.

Asked what inspired her to run, Priscilla 
said she wanted to create representation for 
Native students at her school. “So I could be the 
first Native president,” she said. For Priscilla, 

Finding her voice
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leadership means helping others 
and doing the right thing, qualities 
she believes are important both in 
and out of the classroom.

Outside the classroom, 
Priscilla continued challenging 
herself through extracurricular 
activities. She participated in Safety 
Patrol and joined KidWind, a club 
focused on renewable energy and 
engineering. Working alongside her 
teammates, she helped design and 
build a solar-powered wind turbine 
that earned first place at a regional 
competition, advancing them to the 
KidWind World Championships in 
Madison, Wisconsin.

The trip brought a series 

of unexpected obstacles. Shortly 
after arriving, the team found 
themselves taking shelter during 
a tornado warning. They later 
discovered important project 
materials had been accidentally 
left behind, forcing them to 
rebuild portions of their project 
and presentation before competing 
against teams from around the 
world. Although they did not return 
home with a championship, the 
experience deepened Priscilla’s 
interest in science and engineering. 
Science and math are already her 
favorite subjects, and participating 
in KidWind helped confirm her 
hopes for the future. Priscilla 

said she wants to become an 
engineer, specifically working with 
renewable energy such as “solar 
power or windmills.”

Looking back on the 
school year, Priscilla said the 
accomplishments she is most proud 
of are the ones that allowed her to 
make a difference in her school 
community. “Winning Student of 
the Year and then winning Student 
Council President, and basically 
getting the school to do Orange 
Shirt Day,” she said.

For Rosemary, the 
recognition represents far more 
than awards or titles. It reflects the 
growth she witnessed in her daughter 

over the past year, as she gained 
confidence, faced challenges, 
and learned to trust herself. After 
watching Priscilla overcome her 
fear of public speaking, educate 
students about Orange Shirt Day, 
step into leadership roles at school, 
and compete on a world stage, 
Rosemary believes the biggest 
accomplishment wasn’t winning 
awards or being elected class 
president. It was discovering the 
confidence to speak up and be 
heard.

Rosemary said, “I feel like 
this year she discovered her voice.”

By Wade Sheldon 
	 Growing up on the Tulalip Reservation, 
I spent countless hours at my grandmother’s 
house, where every moment was filled with 
adventure, from playing video games and 
exploring the woods to indulging in sweet junk 
food. Yet what I cherish most from those early 
days is simply sitting in her vibrant garden, 
alive with cherry, apple, and peach trees and a 
dazzling array of berries: raspberry, blackberry, 
strawberry, and huckleberry. During harvest 
season, finding these fruits felt like uncovering 
hidden treasures.

The garden was a magnet for wildlife, 
attracting squirrels and a kaleidoscope of birds 
eager for the feast. Hummingbirds danced 
among the flowers, robins eagerly pulled worms 
from the rich soil, and a majestic Steller’s jay 
pecked among the trees. These everyday sights 
sparked my curiosity about these feathered 
visitors.

Is it age that fuels this fascination? I 
like to think it’s just a pure love of the game. 
Recently, that childhood curiosity was reignited 
after watching the movie The Big Year, which 

follows birders competing to see how many 
species they can spot in a single year. Watching 
the characters chase rare sightings and keep 
track of every bird they encountered made me 
wonder what species were already visiting my 
own yard. Wanting to attract more birds and 
learn to identify them, I asked myself, “What do 
I need to get started?” The answer, as it turned 
out, was bird feeders.

A quick trip to Home Depot led to a pair 
of feeders, one for hummingbirds and another 
for small songbirds. I prepared a sweet nectar 
mixture of four parts water to one part sugar, 
picked up a variety of seed mixes, and added 
a few hanging plants after learning that birds 
prefer a little cover while they feed.

Initially, it was a bit challenging. I set 
up the feeders and plants, eager for the birds to 
arrive. But days went by without a single visitor. 
I quickly learned that not all nectar is created 
equal. The store-bought nectar I purchased did 
not seem to attract the hummingbirds, while 
a simple homemade sugar-water mixture did 
the trick. The seed mix also sat untouched, so 
I improvised by spreading seed on a fencepost 

Continued on next page

Love for 
the birds
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near the edge of the property, 
creating a trail that eventually led 
birds back to the feeders.

Then everything changed.
Slowly, the birds began to 

discover the feeders, igniting my 
newfound birding frenzy. The fi rst 
species I identifi ed was a song 
sparrow, thanks to the Merlin Bird 
ID app. The app can identify birds 
by their songs simply by listening 
or by analyzing a photograph. For 
someone just getting started, it felt 
almost like carrying a fi eld guide 
in my pocket. What started as a 
simple curiosity soon grew into a 
hobby. Before long, I found myself 
listening for bird calls, studying 
photographs, and keeping track of 
every new species that visited the 
yard.

Today, I have identifi ed 
26 different species. While I am 
nowhere near setting any birding 
records, keeping track of each new 
species has become one of the 

most enjoyable parts of the hobby. 
Some of my favorites have been the 
Stellar’s jay, Rufous hummingbird, 
American goldfi nch, yellow 
warbler, black-headed grosbeak, 
and northern fl icker. Each new 
visitor feels like a discovery, 
and every morning brings the 
possibility of adding another bird 
to my growing list.

One of the biggest surprises 
was how quickly the birds adopted 
the feeders once they found them. 
The fi rst few days were quiet, but 
once the birds discovered the food 
source, they began returning daily. 
It did not take long before I found 
myself checking the feeders several 
times a day to see who had stopped 
by.

Along the way, I learned 
birding is about much more 
than simply hanging a feeder. I 
discovered that some species, such 
as the Eurasian collared dove and 
house sparrow, are considered 

invasive and can compete with 
native birds. I also learned that if 
you have dogs, it is often better to 
use shelled seed, as discarded seed 
hulls can create a mess and may not 
be ideal for curious pets.

Perhaps the most valuable 
lesson has been patience. Birds 
operate on their own schedule, and 
there is no substitute for sitting 
quietly and waiting. More often 
than not, if I spend 10 or 15 minutes 
still and attentive, I will either spot 
a bird or hear one calling nearby.

For me, part of the 
fascination comes from watching 
a small animal that lives without 
many of the boundaries people face 
every day. Birds can take to the sky 
and travel wherever their wings will 
carry them, moving from forests 
and shorelines to neighborhoods 
and back again. There is something 
freeing about watching them come 
and go as they please.

Beyond that freedom, birds 

are simply beautiful creatures. The 
more time I spend observing them, 
the more I notice the incredible 
variety of colors, patterns, and 
designs nature has created. From the 
bright orange feathers of a Rufous 
hummingbird to the striking blue 
and black plumage of a Steller’s 
jay, each species seems to have its 
own unique personality and style.

What began as a simple 
attempt to attract a few birds to my 
backyard has grown into a daily 
hobby that encourages me to slow 
down, pay attention, and appreciate 
the wildlife that has been around 
me all along. In many ways, it has 
brought me back to those afternoons 
spent in my grandmother’s garden, 
watching the birds come and go 
among the trees and berry bushes 
that fi rst sparked my curiosity years 
ago.



Community  June 13, 2026     11

Notice by Publication. THE TULALIP TRIBES, Petitioner v. SHAWN 
GOOCH, Respondent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-UD-2026-0476. 
To the above-named Respondent: you are hereby summoned to appear 
and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 1:00 pm on 
August 19, 2026. You must attend the hearing AND answer the motion by 
filing a response with the court and serving your response on the Tulalip 
Tribes at the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this 
summons. If you fail to do so, judgment will be entered against you ac-
cording to the demand of the motion. This concerns an eviction in a hous-
ing action. A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court Clerk. 
Date summons first published: June 13, 2026. Address for service: Office 
of the Reservation Attorney, 6406 Marine Drive, Tulalip, WA 98271.

TUL-CV-GC-2026-0518 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA.  TO: JESSE L. 
GILLIHAN Petitioner has started an action in the above Court requesting: PETITION NAME CHANGE 
YOUTH. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled action at a hear-
ing on at AUGUST 24,2026 AT 2:30PM in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, 
WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. 
DEFENDANT(S) SHALL APPEAR AND ANSWER THE COMPLAINT WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS 
FROM THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THE SUMMONS WHICH IS THE FOLLOWING: 
June 13, 2026. IF YOU FAIL TO SERVE YOUR WRITTEN RESPONE WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE 
FIRST DAY OF PUBLICATION, THE COURT MAY ENTER AN ORDER OF DEFAULT AGAINST YOU, 
AND THE COURT MAY, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU, ENTER A DECREE AND APPROVE 
OR PROVIDE FOR THE OTHER RELIEF REQUESTED IN THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT. If you 
serve a notice of appearance on the petitioner, you are entitled to notice before an order of default or de-
cree may be entered. . You must respond to this summons by serving a copy of your written response on the 
petitioner and by filing the original with the clerk of the court. You may obtain written response forms from 
the Clerk of the Court or on the Tulalip Tribal Court web page at http://www.tulaliptribalcourt-nsn.gov/

TUL-CV-YG-2026-0149 and TUL-CV-YG-2026-0150. SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Guardianships 
of: E.S.C. and C.A.C. TO: SHYLA LYNNE IMHOLT CULTEE (AKA 
CULTEE IMHOLT): YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that Guardianship 
Petitions were filed with the above-listed case numbers in the above-
named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youths. 
You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding 
the above-entitled actions at the GUARDIANSHIP ESTABLISHMENT 
HEARINGS on THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026 at 10:30 A.M. – IN 
PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court; go 
to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have 
important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your inter-
ests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 23, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0458 and TUL-CV-YI-2026-0459. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal 
Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: J. C. M. and In Re the Welfare of R. J. M. TO: ROBERT 
LEE MORRISON: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that two Youth in Need of Care (YINC) cases were 
opened with the above-listed case numbers in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding 
the above-listed youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding the above-
entitled actions at the ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS AS TO FATHER ONLY on TUESDAY, JULY 14, 
2026 at 09:00 A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 
6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must 
take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 30, 2026.

Submitted by Envision
	 Tulalip, WA – This summer, Tyson 
Hatch from Tulalip will join outstanding 
students from across the nation to take part 
in a unique academic and career-oriented 
development experience, Intensive Law & 
Trial, Stanford University. 

Tyson “Kiyuukyu” Hatch shared, 
“I am a freshman at Marysville Pilchuck 
High School. I have competed with the 
Snohomish Co. YMCA Mock Trial and 
Youth & Legislation Programs for the 
past three years; receiving 1st place with 
10th Street Middle School in 2024 and 
was nominated for best attorney in 2025 
for Mock Trial. During my time in Youth 
Legislation, I worked diligently to pass two 
bills in regard to decriminalization for youth 
and amending the RWC 13.50.260 to make 
juvenile record sealing more fair, efficient, 
and consistent. 

Tyson continued, “I am excited to 
take part in this opportunity at Stanford 
University to further my education and 
engage in new experiences that align with 
my interest in becoming a criminal law 
or family court attorney in the future.  I 
thank everyone for all of the support they 
have shown and given to help me achieve 
my goals and look forward to sharing my 

experience with other community members 
to encourage them as well to never give up.”

Said Dr. Jan Sikorsky, Vice 
President, Education for Envision, “I am 
excited for Tyson Hatch to meet, work, 
and collaborate with fellow high-aspiring 
students from other cities and schools. 
Stanford University’s Intensive Law & Trial 
Program is a wonderful opportunity for 
ambitious young students to explore their 
interests outside the classroom and discover 
how to innovate and think creatively through 
hands-on immersive learning. Our students 
are challenged with real-world simulations 
and problems, working together to develop 
unique solutions and projects to bring life to 
their studies and career interests.”

For over 40 years, Envision by 
WorldStrides has empowered extraordinary 
students to become their best selves through 
programs that enable them to discover their 
passion, explore a career, and positively 
impact their world. In 2018, Envision 
became part of the WorldStrides family. 
The largest provider of educational travel 
and experiences in the United States, 
WorldStrides works with over 50,000 
educators each year to help more than 
550,000 students see the world—and 
themselves—in new ways.

Tyson Hatch to take part in Envisions 
Intensive Law & Trial Program at 

Stanford University




