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Canoe Races from front page 

Continued on next page

By Shawn Dick; photos by Shawn Dick and 
Wade Sheldon
	 Hundreds  of participants and specta-
tors watched from the shore, as canoes raced across 
the  bay  during the Annual  Tulalip  Canoe Rac-
es, held Saturday and Sunday, May 23-24.  
	 The yearly event brings canoe clubs from 
across the region to camp on the shores and cele-
brate competition, culture, and community through 
traditional canoe racing. Teams traveled from 
Swinomish, Lummi, Nooksack, and First Nations 
communities in Canada. 
	 This year’s race  featured  14  canoe clubs 
competing in multiple race categories throughout 
the weekend.   Categories include canoes  in vary-
ing sizes,  from singles and doubles to 6-man and 
11-man. Each canoe size had multiple age groups 
competing in races, including 10 and under, 13 and 
under, 16 and under, all boys/girls, and men’s and 
women’s races. Two special races were held on Sat-
urday for ages 18 and under and 19 and older men 
and women. Sunday was championship day, which 
also featured a single canoe race for men and wom-
en ages 40+. 
	 Throughout the weekend, racers  demon-
strated  teamwork, discipline, and respect for one 
another both on and off the water. 
	 Among the teams celebrating victories dur-
ing the weekend were racers Remus Wise-Morris 
from Vancouver Island, Nanaimo and Katie Bailey 
from Nooksack, whose team earned first place in 
their race. 
	 “Paddling is healing,” Remus said. “The 
canoe and water are alive; always have the belief 
that it is there to help you.” And Katie shared a per-
sonal reason for racing, “I paddle for [my] papa and 
the people who can’t paddle.” 
	 Racer  Jacob Seward from Vancouver Is-
land also shared words of encouragement for 
the younger pullers  participating  in the races. 
“When paddling, just keep pushing even when it 
hurts. Don’t give up on yourself.” 
	 Susanna Roberts, a racer from Lummi, said 
one of her favorite parts of the weekend was com-
peting in mixed races. “I really enjoyed the event, it 
was fun to participate against others that were men 
and women mixed. 
	 Race coordinator, Natasha Fryberg,  ex-
plained that taking on the responsibility of organiz-
ing the races also meant learning more about the 
history and cultural significance of canoes within 
Tulalip and Coast Salish communities. 
	 “Culturally, it means everything,” Nata-
sha said. “When I took this on, I also took on the 
responsibility and understanding of learning the 
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history of our canoes and those that played a part in obtaining canoes for 
our tribe. I have built a love for the canoes as well as the families and oth-
ers who participate. Especially because there are teachings shared with us 
in every aspect from the water to the land.” 
	 Natasha said one of the most meaningful parts of the races is see-
ing experienced pullers set an example for younger generations. “Each 
time we are able to see how individuals carry themselves, how respectful 
they are, and how dedicated they are to showing our younger generations 

the love they have for these canoes,” she said. “I honestly love it.  It is 
amazing to see how many individuals are dedicated to the sport and con-
tinuously train to demonstrate the love and commitment to canoe racing.” 
	 As another successful year of racing came to a close, Nata-
sha shared words for the community. “I would like to encourage every-
body to come out and watch,” she said. “It is a beautiful event, and there 
are so many athletes and individuals that showcase their love and dedica-
tion to this way of life.” 
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By Wade Sheldon 
Memorial Day is a time of 

remembrance for those who gave 
their lives in service to the country; 
a day rooted in reflection. Across 
Native communities, that carries 
added weight, as generations of 
Native men and women have 
served at high rates, answering the 
call to protect both land and people. 

Tulalip celebrated its 
veterans on Monday, May 26, with 
gatherings held at Priest Point 
Cemetery and Mission Beach 
Cemetery, where community 
members came together to pay 
their respects. These ceremonies 
included the reading of the roll call 
of fallen soldiers, followed by a 21-
gun salute. Surrounded by family, 
friends, and fellow veterans, the 
gatherings reflected on sacrifice, 

service, and the lasting impact of 
those who are no longer here. 

Tulalip Veterans 
Coordinator, William McLean III, 
spoke about the day’s purpose and 
its meaning for the community.

“Memorial Day is a time 
to honor those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our country 
and our freedom,” McLean said. 
“One of the best things we can do 
in their honor and memory is come 
together.”

Chairman of the Veterans 
Committee, David Fryberg, 
focused on how the day should be 
approached, encouraging those in 
attendance to think about the lives 
and legacies of those who served.

“Remembering today is 
not a day of mourning, it’s a day of 
remembrance of those who went on 

before us,” Fryberg said. “Paying 
the ultimate sacrifice, the ultimate 
unselfish sacrifice.”

Drawing on his own 
experience in the Marines, Fryberg 
spoke about the realities of service 
and how quickly perspective can 
shift once they set in.

“I joined the Marines back 
in 1982, and I remember I was out 
of shape. The Marines took care of 
that, training morning, noon, and 
night. I thought I was Superman. 
They taught us to run toward the 
gunfire,” he said.

He then shared a moment 
that underscored the weight of that 
training and the cost that comes 
with it.

“I remember the first day 
I cried. It was 1983, and I read 
the Stars and Stripes. I read what 

happened to our 116 peacekeepers 
who were blown up in the Beirut 
bombing. I lost 116 brothers in one 
day,” Fryberg said.

Board of Directors, Teri 
Gobin, spoke about the importance 
of continuing these traditions and 
ensuring that future generations 
understand their meaning.

“I think about my father 
when he was in service. I think 
about how we were here every 
year to help take care of the graves. 
How my cousins, aunts, and uncles 
would all come out to help. Now, 
each year it seems we have fewer 
and fewer people who are coming. 
We need the younger generations 
to come to these events so that 
they know what it’s about and the 
sacrifices that entail.”

Memorial Day from front page 
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By Shawn Dick 
	 After years of planning and 
nearly two years of construction, 
the Tulalip Utilities Department is 
preparing to move into a newly up-
graded 2-story, 7,800 square-foot 
building designed to enhance cus-
tomer service, improve employee 
safety, and support the communi-
ty’s long-term infrastructure.	
	 According to Tulalip Utili-
ties Operations Administrator 
Mike Leslie, the project was driven 
by the need to modernize an aging 
facility that no longer meets the de-
partment’s needs. 
	 “The building was just 
timed out,” Leslie said. “It was 
built in the early 60s, so it had seen 
its useful days.” 
	 The previous building 
faced numerous structural and 
health concerns, including elec-
trical systems that no longer met 
code, foundation cracks, roof leaks, 
mold problems, and infestations 
from rodents and raccoons. 
	 “We had three different 
kinds of mold, including some of 
the worst kinds that were causing 
health issues for employees,” Les-
lie explained. “We even had rac-
coons living in the rafters.” 

	 Planning for the new facili-
ty began in 2021, with design work 
starting in 2022 during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Final occupancy 
is expected around May 25. 
	 One of the biggest im-
provements community members 
will notice is the upgraded cus-
tomer service area. The new layout 
brings reception staff and billing 
specialists together in one location, 
making it easier for customers to 
get questions answered quickly. 
	 “We didn’t have a good 
spot to serve the tribal community 
or our utilities customers,” Leslie 
said. “Now any billing concerns 
that a customer may have can be 
answered right there on the spot.” 
	 The centerpiece of the new 
facility is its upgraded laboratory, 
which will allow Tulalip Utilities 
to process water and wastewater 
samples required under updated 
Environmental Protection Agency 
permits. 
	 “The lab is the main feature 
of the new building,” Leslie said. 
“We have upgraded sampling ca-
pabilities and new equipment that 
gives us the ability to process those 
required samples moving into the 
future.” 

Utilities upgrades facility to better serve community

May 15, 2026 ribbon cutting celebration.

	 The facility was also de-
signed with future growth in mind. 
Additional space was built into the 
structure to allow for employee ex-
pansion as the Tulalip community 
continues to grow. 
	 The project included in-
volvement from tribal leadership 
and staff throughout the planning 
process. Leslie said Tulalip tribes 
COO Sam Davis and Executive 
Director Gus Taylor played major 
roles in helping shape the project. 
	 Construction was not with-
out challenges. Delays in electrical 
and communications materials cre-
ated setbacks, while crews also en-
countered unexpected underground 
infrastructure during construction. 
	 “We overcame them by 
pivoting in the field and working 
around the infrastructure and fig-
uring out a way to make it work,” 
Leslie said. 
	 The new building, located 
at 3015 Mission Beach Rd., also 
includes several energy-efficient 
features, including updated heating 
and cooling systems, low-energy 
HVAC equipment, and automated 
lighting systems equipped with 
timers and motion sensors. 
	 In addition to improving 
day-to-day operations, the build-
ing will strengthen emergency 
response capabilities for Tulalip 

Utilities. The facility centralizes 
staff, emergency parts, trucks, and 
equipment in one location, allow-
ing crews to respond faster to water 
breaks, sewer breaks, and other in-
frastructure emergencies. 
	 “We can mobilize and 
leave from this facility to address 
any infrastructure failures,” Leslie 
said. 
	 Several companies worked 
together to complete the project. 
Freiheit Architecture served as the 
design contractor and partnered 
with Akana Engineering for civil 
design work. Reese Construction 
Company completed civil work, 
while Lincoln Construction han-
dled structural construction. 
	 For Leslie and the utili-
ties team, the opening of the new 
facility represents more than just a 
building upgrade. 
	 “It’s a big accomplishment 
for the team here as far as having a 
nice, clean, safe working environ-
ment,” Leslie said. “But it’s also a 
big accomplishment for the tribe 
moving forward. We’ll have a fa-
cility to serve the community for 
the next 50 years or so.” 
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TUL-CV-PO-2026-0282, Summons by 
Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip, WA. To: Lindsey Alrich (D.O.B. 
03/05/2007). You are hereby notified 
that a Petition for a Domestic Violence 
Protection Order was filed on the above 
entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You 
are hereby summoned to appear regard-
ing the above-entitled action at a hear-
ing on June 10th, 2026 at 10:30am, at 
Tulalip Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You 
have important legal rights and you must 
take steps to protect your interests. If 
you fail to answer, judgment may be ren-
dered against you. Date first published, 
April 25th, 2026 until May 30th, 2026.

TUL-CV-PO-2026-0312, Summons by 
Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tul-
alip, WA. To: Aaron Calloway (D.O.B. 
08/07/1978). You are hereby notified 
that a Petition for a Domestic Violence 
Protection Order was filed on the above 
entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You 
are hereby summoned to appear regard-
ing the above-entitled action at a hear-
ing on June 16th, 2026 at 9am, at Tulalip 
Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, Suite 
B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You have 
important legal rights and you must take 
steps to protect your interests. If you fail 
to answer, judgment may be rendered 
against you. Date first published, May 
2nd to June 6th, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0376. SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tul-
alip WA. In Re the Welfare of: Q. A. M. L. 
R. C.. TO: CALLOWAY, AARON JUSTIN: 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was 
opened with the above-listed case num-
ber in the above-named Court pursuant 
to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed 
youth. You are hereby summoned to ap-
pear and defend in person regarding the 
above-entitled action at the ADJUDICA-
TORY HEARING AS TO FATHER ONLY 
on TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 at 09:00 
A.M. – IN PERSON. This will be an IN 
PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tul-
alip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have im-
portant legal rights, and you must take 
steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU 
FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL 
BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date 
first published: May 2, 2026.

TUL-CV-YG-2026-0149 and TUL-CV-YG-2026-0150. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Guardianships of: E.S.C. and C.A.C. TO: SHY-
LA LYNNE IMHOLT CULTEE (AKA CULTEE IMHOLT): YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that Guardianship Petitions were filed with the above-listed case numbers in the 
above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youths. You are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding the above-entitled actions 
at the GUARDIANSHIP ESTABLISHMENT HEARINGS on THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 
2026 at 10:30 A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal 
Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important 
legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 23, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0458 and TUL-CV-YI-2026-0459. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: J. C. M. and In Re the Welfare 
of R. J. M. TO: ROBERT LEE MORRISON: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that two 
Youth in Need of Care (YINC) cases were opened with the above-listed case numbers 
in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youths. You 
are hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding the above-entitled ac-
tions at the ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS AS TO FATHER ONLY on TUESDAY, JULY 
14, 2026 at 09:00 A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip 
Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have 
important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU 
FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first 
published: May 30, 2026.




