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playing on their home course certainly 
helped, but mental discipline ultimately 
became the difference maker.

Golf has long been described as 
a sport that is “90 percent mental and 10 
percent physical,” requiring athletes to 
remain composed under pressure while 
battling both opponents and themselves.

For freshman Mylo Kane, 
calm confidence proved crucial during 
his breakout performance. Competing 
against older and more experienced 
golfers, he remained steady throughout 
the tournament to secure a top ten finish 
and State qualification in his first Tri-
District appearance as an official high 
schooler.

“I’m excited and nervous,” 
admitted Mylo prior to his hole one tee 
shot. “I always get this rush of adrenaline 
right before a round of golf. That’s how 
I know it’s go time.”

Always within his line of 
sight was Mylo’s father and Heritage 
assistant coach, J.T. Kane. “I’m just so 
elated to see my son’s hard work paying 
off in such a big way already. It’s a 
daddy-lation that I can’t really put into 
words…I just couldn’t be more proud of 
him.”

Teeing off shortly after Mylo 
was his teammate on the boys side, 
William McLean. The Heritage junior 
demonstrated silent composure while 
grinding through difficult conditions to 
earn alternate status. Meanwhile, senior 
Lilly Jefferson showcased leadership 
and determination in qualifying for 
State on a day she was both warding off 
sickness and mourning the recent loss of 
a family member.

“It’s an amazing experience 
to watch your child develop her own 
dreams and then put in the time and 
hard work necessary to achieve them,” 
shared Lilly’s mom, Shawnee Sheldon. 
“As a strong Indigenous woman, she 
makes her family and Tribe so proud.”

“I joined the golf team my 
sophomore year because it sounded like 
fun. I never played before, but the team 
was new and the opportunity to learn to 
play sounded like a good challenge for 
me,” reflected Lilly. “I practiced with 
the boys a lot because I’ve been the only 
girl on the team the past two years. I 
think practicing with them pushed me to 
become better.”

The success Mylo, William, 
and Lilly have experienced on the golf 
course prove that our Tulalip youth 
can and do excel in sports beyond 
basketball, football, and volleyball. For 
far too long Tulalip athletes have been 
underrepresented in golf due to barriers 
involving cost, access, equipment, 
and course availability. Programs like 
Heritage golf are helping challenge 
those realities by introducing local youth 
to a sport capable of opening collegiate, 
professional, and lifelong opportunities.

Golf is unique because it 
extends beyond competition. It teaches 
patience, accountability, discipline, 
emotional control, and personal growth. 
It is also one of the few sports people 
can continue playing throughout their 
entire lives.

William’s father, veteran’s 
coordinator Bill McLean III, has been 
an avid golfer for decades. He’s played 
in tournaments near and far, routinely 
traveling out of state with his clubs in 
tow. His daughter Tieriana played on the 
inaugural Heritage team in 2023.

“Heritage golf has been 
everything I’ve wanted and more for my 
kids,” said Bill. “My daughter received 
college offers because of her golf game, 
and now I’m hoping my son does, too. 
Since joining the team, he’s grown so 
much as a player and a young man. I’ve 
watched him become more confident 
and really find a sense of belonging in 
golf.”

That broader perspective shared 
by Bill and coach Dinesha remains 
central to the Heritage golf philosophy. 
What started as one Tulalip’s dream 
has evolved into a pathway for younger 
generations to chase scholarships, 
explore collegiate athletics, and proudly 
represent Native excellence in spaces 
where our athletes have historically 
been overlooked.

Now, the trio of Tulalip golfers 
will carry that vision forward. From 
the rain-soaked greens of Battle Creek 
to Spokane’s State Tournament stage, 
Heritage golfers continue proving they 
belong.

And somewhere in West 
Virginia, the founder of it all is 
undoubtedly smiling as the program 
he built keeps growing, one swing at a 
time.
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Continued on next page

By Shawn Dick 
	 The 4th Annual Tribal Energy 
Evolution Summit opened at the Tu-
lalip Resort with prayer, song, dance 
and a sharing of cultures, bringing tribal 
leaders and clean energy advocates to-
gether to talk about energy sovereign-
ty and the future of Indian Country. 
	 From May 11-14, the nonprofit 
organization, Alliance for Tribal Clean 
Energy, brought together more than 200 
tribal leaders and members representing 
more than 50 Native nations from across 
the country. Founded in 2016 by Chéri 
Smith, a Mi’kmaq Descendant, the Alli-
ance works to support tribes as they pursue 
clean energy projects on their own terms. 
	 “The Alliance is here to serve all 
575 federally recognized tribes, Alaska Na-
tive villages and state-recognized tribes,” 
said Smith, who serves as CEO, presi-
dent and founder. “At any one time, we’re 
actively supporting about 150 tribes.” 
	 Smith said clean energy means 
energy that does not rely on fossil fu-
els and does little to no harm to the 
land, water or communities. The Alli-
ance focuses on solar, wind, geother-
mal and what Smith calls “good hydro-

power,” such as run-of-river systems 
that work with the natural flow of water 
instead of damming it or disrupting fish. 
	 “Not all hydropower is created 
equal,” Smith said. “Our Indigenous com-
munities know better than anyone what 
happens when you disrupt that water flow.” 
	 When asked if there is a trad-
eoff between clean energy and sav-
ing salmon, Smith gave a direct an-
swer. “In our collective opinion, take 
the dams out, all of them,” she said. 
	 Smith explained that clean energy 
changes depending on geography. Solar 
may work well in the Southwest, wind may 
be a better fit in the plains, and geothermal 
may only be possible in certain regions. 
“The Alliance never comes into a tribal 
community with one answer already picked 
out. We start with what the community’s 
needs are and their resources, and most 
importantly, their self-determination and 
their vision for their own energy future. “ 
	 The Alliance was created after 
Smith witnessed energy poverty on a res-
ervation in Montana. She said she saw 
Native families paying $800 to $1,000 a 
month for heat in the winter, while oth-
ers faced shutoffs in freezing weather. 

Energy Summit from front page 

Chéri Smith and Tim Nuvangyaoma, of the Alliance for Tribal 
Clean Energy

Andrew Gobin, Director of Treaty Rights and Governmental Affairs. 
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That experience pushed her to leave 
her work in the commercial clean en-
ergy industry and start helping tribes 
with small demonstration projects. 
	 “Energy isn’t a luxury,” 
Smith said. “It’s infrastructure, it’s 
health, it’s economic necessity.” 
	 The Alliance now has about 
55 staff members across 33 states 
and provides technical assistance, 
project development, project finance, 
policy support, education and work-
force training. Smith said the organi-
zation does not charge tribes for its 
services and is funded through phi-
lanthropy, so it can remain indepen-
dent from changes in federal funding. 
	 One of the Alliance’s short-
term goals is responding to emer-
gency energy needs through the In-
digenous Power and Light Fund. 
Smith said the fund helps tribes cover 
costs for projects, including feasibil-
ity studies, predevelopment work, 
storage and emergency energy infra-
structure. Since 2024, she said the 
fund has deployed millions of dol-
lars into tribal energy projects and 
helped unlock additional funding. 
	 The long-term goal, she 
said, is energy sovereignty for ev-
ery tribal nation and Alaska Native 
village “Energy sovereignty means 
that a community controls its own 
energy supply, generates its own 
power, builds their own economic 
base, and whatever that looks like is 
unique to their region,” Smith said. 
	 For Tulalip, the energy con-
versation is already happening. An-
drew Gobin, Director of Treaty Rights 
and Governmental Affairs,  said 
Tulalip has several energy-related 
projects, including Qualco, a food 
waste digester that creates meth-
ane gas and converts it into electric-
ity. Tulalip is also working with so-
lar energy, electric vehicle charging 
stations, and small-scale microgrid 
projects near the Gathering Hall. 
	 “We are looking for ways 
to become energy independent,” 
Gobin said. “I encourage the 
membership to pay attention to 
the projects that are happening.” 
	 Gobin said one of the big-

gest barriers for Tulalip is public ed-
ucation and outreach. He said tribal 
members should be open to learning 
more about clean energy and what 
it could mean for Tulalip’s future. 
	 “I encourage the member-
ship to be visionary or to be open 
to the vision of energy and the in-
dustry and what it means and the 
potential it has for Indian Coun-
try and for Tulalip,” Gobin said. 
	 Tim Nuvangyaoma, former 
chairman of the Hopi Tribe and vice 
president for tribal engagement with 
the Alliance, said hosting the summit 
at Tulalip was meaningful. He said 
the opening prayer, songs and dances 
showed the strength of Tulalip culture. 
	 “When a song and dance 
and prayer was shared with us and 
knowing that the elders are passing 
this down to the younger genera-
tion, I have a deep respect for that,” 
Nuvangyaoma said. “To see that ac-
tually being carried on through that 
song and dance was just amazing.” 
	 Nuvangyaoma said the sum-
mit’s theme, “Stronger Together,” re-
flected the purpose of the event. “It’s 
a place for tribal leaders and those 
that are associated with wanting to 
advance their energy sovereignty and 
self-determination,” he said. “It’s a 
shared space for everybody where we 
can offer assistance to one another.” 
	 For Nuvangyaoma, the sum-
mit was also a reminder of the re-
sponsibility Indigenous people carry 
as stewards of the land, water and 
all living beings. He said clean en-
ergy connects to protecting sacred 
places and thinking about genera-
tions that have not been born yet. 
	 “It isn’t about us today,” 
he said. “It’s about what we’re go-
ing to leave for those that aren’t 
here yet, for the next generations.” 
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By Wade Sheldon         
On the waters of Puget 

Sound, where conditions can turn 
dangerous in minutes, Tulalip’s 
Fish and Wildlife crews operate as 
both enforcers and first responders, 
often arriving before anyone else 
when lives are on the line.

A Search and Rescue 
meeting, held on Friday, May 
15, at the Hibulb Cultural Center, 
focused on fisheries operations, 
safety protocols, and Tulalip crews’ 
emergency response across the 
region.

Bernie Edge, boat operator 
supervisor for Tulalip’s Fish and 
Wildlife, said, “We respond to just 
about any call we get. It doesn’t 
matter if you are tribal or not. If 
you are in trouble on the water, you 
don’t care who comes.”

Each year, all vessels in 
the Tulalip fleet must pass safety 
inspections before heading out, 
ensuring crews operate safely and 

in compliance with regulations. 
Their coverage stretches from Alki 
to the Canadian border, placing 
them in a position to respond across 
much of Puget Sound.

Edge said every trip begins 
with a full pre-launch check using 
a system called Vector, ensuring 
engines, fluids, safety gear, and 
fishing equipment are all in working 
order. Crews also verify that gear 
meets regulations, from net sizes to 
crab gear being properly marked.

Fishing rules shift with 
the season. During king salmon 
openings, incidental catches like 
coho or sockeye may still be kept, 
while crab harvesting requires 
stricter checks on only male crab 
at least 6.4 inches with hard shells 
that are retained.

On the water, 
communication is constant. 
Crews monitor multiple radio 
channels, including one dedicated 
to emergencies, enabling them to 

respond quickly to distress calls. 
Over the past several years, they 
have assisted multiple vessels, 
including boats taking on water.
With crews operating from the 
Seattle area to the San Juan 
Islands and as far north as Blaine, 
response time often comes down to 
proximity and readiness.

“In my mind, I feel like 
we have the best response time of 
anybody in the Puget Sound,” Edge 
said. “We are very good at what we 
do, and we know this area.”

He said that advantage 
comes down to preparation.

“But the difference between 
them and us is that our boats are 
already in the water, sitting at the 
dock, ready to go. Some agencies 
have boats on trailers, so their 
activation time can be 30 to 45 
minutes. By the time they’re getting 
their boats in the water, we already 
have two people underway.”

In Puget Sound, where 

water temperatures average around 
48 degrees, minutes matter.

“After about 10 minutes, 
your body starts to shut down, and 
your arms and legs stop working. 
Around the 11- or 12-minute mark, 
people start to panic. If you have 
a life jacket on, your chances are 
much higher, but without one, it 
gets dangerous fast.”
Those quick responses have saved 
lives.

“There are four or five 
tribal fishermen that these guys 
have pulled out of the water, and 
they are alive today because of our 
response time.”

Edge said calling Tulalip 
dispatch directly can make a 
difference when time is critical.

“If you go through the 
normal channels and call 911, by the 
time it gets to us, you’re probably 
already eight or nine minutes in. In 
some cases, that could be 15 to 20 
minutes in the water.”

Tulalip Fish and Wildlife is ready 
when it matters most

Continued on next page
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	 Tulalip Tribal Police 
Dispatch can be reached at (360) 
716-4608 for emergencies on the 
water within their coverage area.

Edge also cited a recent 
tsunami warning as an example of 
how tribal crews coordinate under 
pressure, with Fish and Wildlife, 
emergency management, and tribal 
leaders working together across the 
region.

“If my kid were out there 
that afternoon, he would not be 
going down there. That’s for our 
safety reasons,” he said. “Most of 
the tribes and enforcement worked 
together on that to keep the canoes 
safe. It was a good experience, but 
it was hard.”

Limited cell service made 
communication difficult, forcing 
crews to move to specific areas just 
to make contact.

“You had to walk to certain 
areas to talk to people. I couldn’t 
get a phone signal in the back,” he 
said.

Angel Cortez of Tulalip 
Emergency Management said the 
situation highlighted the level 
of coordination required across 
agencies.

“That was a learning 
experience for a lot of people, but 
it also showed how our Fish and 
Wildlife, our emergency managers, 
and our tribal leaders really 
coordinated. We were working 

with the state, NOAA, and the 
Coast Guard. If we didn’t have our 
people out there, it could have been 
a different story.”

That coordination ensured 
canoes were pulled from the water, 
people moved to higher ground, 
and camps remained accounted for 
throughout the warning.

Bernie Edge said the 
program has long focused on 
search and rescue, with many crew 
members trained in water rescue 
techniques.

“We’re a search and rescue 
program. There are a lot of us who 
have been through water rescue 
training, going back to around 
2004. We always have at least two 
guys on a boat with us, ready to 
respond if needed,” he said.

He added that experience 
on the water shapes how crews 
respond in critical moments.

“It usually takes those real 
moments to see how bad things 
can get out there,” he said. “It’s a 
close, family-style situation. We 
see each other from different tribes 
and places, season after season. 
That builds trust and confidence, 
knowing someone will answer the 
call when help is needed.”

For Edge, “It’s not just 
about the tribal community. It’s 
about respect and safety on the 
water, knowing that someone is out 
there and has your back.”
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Quil Ceda Village Marks 25 
Years As A Landmark Of Tribal 

Economic Self-Determination
Press Release Quil Ceda Village
	 TULALIP, WA (APRIL 2026) 
— Twenty-five years ago, the Tulalip 
Tribes did something no tribal nation 
had done in a generation: they built 
a city from the ground up. Today, 
Quil Ceda Village is the second 
federally recognized city in the 
nation and the leading destination for 
shopping, entertainment, and dining 
in Northern Snohomish County. This 
milestone marks a quarter century of 
economic growth, job creation, and 
cultural strengthening—and stands 
as a testament to the vision and 
determination of Tulalip leadership.
	 “As we honor 25 years of 
Quil Ceda Village, we celebrate more 
than growth—we celebrate vision, 
sovereignty, and the resiliency of 
our people,” said Quil Ceda Village 
President and Tulalip Vice-Chair 
Deborah Parker. “What began as a bold 
expression of self-determination has 
become a thriving, tribally governed 
city that reflects who we are and where 
we plan to be. We stand on the shoulders 
of our ancestors and tribal leaders who 
believed in this future, and today we 
carry that responsibility forward—
building opportunity, prosperity, and 
self determination for the next seven 
generations.”
	 The story of Quil Ceda 
Village begins with a bold idea: that 
tribal sovereignty could serve as 
the foundation for lasting economic 
independence. In the 1990s, Tulalip 
Tribal leaders recognized that while 
gaming revenues had helped strengthen 
the community’s economic growth, 
true long-term stability would require 
diversification. They had long viewed 
potential in 2,000 acres of trust land 
along Interstate 5 — land that had once 
served as a Department of Defense 
ammunition depot and, later, a Boeing 
jet engine testing site.
	 On March 2, 2001, their vision 
became reality. The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs officially recognized Quil 
Ceda Village as a tribal municipality, 
making it one of the first tribal political 

subdivisions established under the 
Indian Tribal Governmental Tax Status 
Act of 1982. The Tulalip Tribes had 
done what few tribal nations had done 
at the time: built a municipality from 
the ground up, on their own terms.
	 Twenty-five years later, Quil 
Ceda Village is one of the region’s 
most significant commercial centers, 
and recognized as a model for Native 
American economic development 
worldwide. Home to the Tulalip Resort 
Casino, Seattle Premium Outlets with 
over 110 stores, Walmart, Home Depot, 
Cabela’s, and an impressive roster of 
dining and hospitality destinations, 
the Village draws visitors from across 
the Pacific Northwest and beyond. 
It employs more than 5,600 people, 
making the Tulalip Tribes one of 
the largest employers in Snohomish 
County and a vital economic engine 
for the surrounding region. Revenues 
are used to support tribal community 
and culture, ranging from restoration 
of salmon spawning to funding critical 
services.
	 “Our people are brilliant,” said 
Tulalip Chairman Hazen Shopbell. 
“Look around Quil Ceda Village, this 
city is an engine driving the prosperity 
of our tribe, and we’re still building it 
up. We know we’ve got to keep moving 
to secure future growth for our next 
generations and for our customers. 
We’ve got some big things coming in 
the next few years. Keep coming back, 
it’s going to be exciting!”
	 The mission of the Consolidated 
Borough of Quil Ceda Village has 
always been clear: to ensure sustained 
economic prosperity for Tulalip tribal 
members and to inspire appreciation 
for Tulalip tribal culture by operating 
a thriving regional destination for 
shopping, dining, hospitality, and 
entertainment. Twenty-five years in, 
that mission is very much alive. This 
summer, Quil Ceda Village will be 
hosting a public celebration at the 
Tulalip Amphitheatre on August 8, 2026 
to honor this remarkable achievement. 
More details to follow.
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TUL-CV-PO-2026-0282, Summons by Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip, WA. To: Lindsey 
Alrich (D.O.B. 03/05/2007). You are hereby notified that a Petition for a Domestic Violence Pro-
tection Order was filed on the above entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You are hereby sum-
moned to appear regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing on June 10th, 2026 at 10:30am, 
at Tulalip Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You have impor-
tant legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. If you fail to answer, judg-
ment may be rendered against you. Date first published, April 25th, 2026 until May 30th, 2026.

TUL-CV-PO-2026-0312, Summons by Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip, WA. To: Aaron Cal-
loway (D.O.B. 08/07/1978). You are hereby notified that a Petition for a Domestic Violence Protec-
tion Order was filed on the above entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You are hereby summoned to 
appear regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing on June 16th, 2026 at 9am, at Tulalip Tribal 
Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You have important legal rights and 
you must take steps to protect your interests. If you fail to answer, judgment may be rendered against 
you. Date first published, May 2nd to June 6th, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0376. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the 
Welfare of: Q. A. M. L. R. C.. TO: CALLOWAY, AARON JUSTIN: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
a Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was opened with the above-listed case number in the above-
named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youth. You are hereby summoned to 
appear and defend in person regarding the above-entitled action at the ADJUDICATORY HEARING 
AS TO FATHER ONLY on TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 at 09:00 A.M. – IN PERSON. This will be an 
IN PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. 
NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU 
FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 
2, 2026.

Back when I was 
younger spring felt a lot colder 
and so did the other seasons but 
I’ve noticed something as I got 
older the seasons keep getting 
hotter and since I’ve started this 
project with my school heritage 
high school I think I now know 
the cause of it.

Urban heat islands may 
be the cause.

Urban sprawl, 
deforestation, and miles of 
concrete.

The reason this is a 
problem is because an urban 
heat island is what happens 
when you build a city without 
thinking about the earth, the 
people, or their health, it’s 
when heat gets trapped in cities 
making heat build up just in the 
city causing death, disease, and 
other health problems. How the 
heat gets trapped is by sunrays 
hitting concrete, metal, glass, 
roofs, ect. When sunrays hit 
these objects it traps the heat, 

making it hotter in the city then 
it would be outside the city in the 
countryside and rural areas. The 
closer you get to the inner city 
the hotter it gets because there’s 
more concrete, more buildings, 
and more people the farther you 
go in the city, it also doesn’t help 
that urban heat islands connect 
to global warming, and how it 
gets hotter at night because the 
heats trapped because there’s 
not enough plants to disperse it 
all.

I think cities should 
install more water fixtures, 
ponds, trees, nature parks, plants, 
ect. This would ultimately help 
lower heat in cities because 
water fixtures such as fountains, 
splashpads, and ponds help to 
evaporate water which in turn 
cools the air. Trees, plants, 
and nature parks lower heat by 
providing shade, lowering heat 
related deaths and illnesses, and 
providing clean air for the cities. 
I know this won’t be easy to 

The Urban Heat Island Effect

accomplish, but I feel like if we show 
we care enough and we attend city 
council meetings or city meetings in 
general and we speak our mind about 
this problem we are facing and ways 
we can help prevent it from getting 
worse eventually something will 
happen.

In conclusion, urban heat 
islands are a real problem that can hurt 

real people. It is causing death and 
illness but politicians and city planners 
don’t care about the people enough to 
fix it unless they see it’s something 
everybody wants so maybe if we all 
work together this is something we 
can accomplish. 

Thank you 
Evan Taylor 

TUL-CV-YG-2026-0149 and TUL-CV-YG-2026-0150. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Trib-
al Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Guardianships of: E.S.C. and C.A.C. TO: SHYLA LYNNE IMHOLT 
CULTEE (AKA CULTEE IMHOLT): YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that Guardianship Petitions 
were filed with the above-listed case numbers in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 re-
garding the above-listed youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding 
the above-entitled actions at the GUARDIANSHIP ESTABLISHMENT HEARINGS on THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 6, 2026 at 10:30 A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal 
Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal 
rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT 
WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 23, 2026.




