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knows where she comes from and 
just how powerful our culture is. 

“Here, in this environment 
with who knows how many 
thousands of Native people, she’s 
witnessing togetherness, she’s 
hearing songs and teachings, and 
she’s seeing dances that go back 
generations. This may be cultural 
overload, but she’s learning so 
much about her heritage and 
learning how to be proud of who 
we are and who she is.”

When 10-year-old Maya 
was asked what she enjoyed about 
her Gathering experience thus 
far, she didn’t miss a beat. “All 
of it!” beamed the Coast Salish 
youngster.

What made this fi nal 
year especially memorable was 
the sheer geographic reach of 
the attendees. Native nations 
from every direction made the 
pilgrimage one last time. 

Alaska Native dancers 
arrived draped in traditional fur 
and their clan-encrusted shawls. 
Haudenosaunee and Northeastern 
tribes traveled from New York and 
surrounding territories wearing 

intricate woodland-style regalia. 
Delegations from Baja California 
brought powerful songs and 
cultural traditions rooted deep in 
Indigenous Mexico. Seminole and 
Miccosukee dancers journeyed 
from Florida, representing 
the Southeastern tribes with 
unmistakable pride and elegance. 
Together, they transformed 
the arena into a living map of 
Indigenous survival and unity.

That spirit of togetherness 
defi ned Gathering of Nations. Last 
year, Tulalip News highlighted 
elders from the Passamaquoddy 
Tribe in Maine attending the 
powwow for the very fi rst time. At 
81 years old, elder Mary Creighton 
spoke about feeling compelled to 
dance simply from witnessing the 
energy of Native people gathered 
together. 

“This is the fi rst-time 
members of our Tribe have 
attended Gathering of Nations,” 
she shared in 2024. “It’s such an 
honor to be here.” 

That same feeling 
resonated throughout the weekend-
 long “Last Dance.” Families posed 

Continued on next page
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for photos beneath Gathering’s 
towering signature teepee and 
next to their favorite vendor 
booths one final time. Young 
dancers nervously prepared for 
competitions while elders quietly 
reflected on decades of memories 
made within the coliseum walls. 
Between dances, hugs and 
handshakes carried extra weight 
because everyone understood this 
was a farewell as much as it was a 
celebration.

Yet amid the many 
shared emotions, there was 
overwhelming gratitude.

“I call myself a cultural 
orphan because I didn’t grow up 
in or around my Native culture,” 
admitted Kimberly Greene 
(Oneida / New York). “As I 
became an adult and had the 
means to travel, I actively sought 
out Native culture and events 
wherever I could find them in the 
hopes of soaking up the traditions 

and teachings I didn’t receive as 
a child. I met elders who were 
willing to share with me, and it 
was from them I learned so much 
about who I am and who my 
people are.

“As my confidence in 
who I was as a Native woman 
grew, I sought ways to actively 
strengthen my connections to 
community. One of those ways 
became powwow dancing,” she 
continued. “I learned to make all 

my own regalia. I take great pride 
in being a Northern Traditional 
Buckskin dancer. Being on 
the powwow trail, I’ve made 
countless connections with people 
from tribes all across the country. 
Gathering of Nations may be the 
best example of how much we 
need to connect with our people 
and the importance of sharing our 
culture.” 

Over the years, Gathering 
of Nations evolved into a global 
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Indigenous gathering space where 
tribal nations could celebrate 
resilience, artistry, and kinship. 
It welcomed hundreds of tribes 
from across the United States and 
Canada while also creating space 
for Indigenous representation 
from Central and South America. 
Events like Stage 49, the Horse 
and Rider Regalia Parade, and 
the Miss Indian World pageant 
helped elevate Native excellence 
onto an international stage. 

The retirement of the 
Miss Indian World crown added 
another emotional layer to the 
weekend. The reigning titleholder 
reflected on the importance of 
kindness and community during 
her farewell address, reminding 
attendees that cultural gatherings 
thrive because of how Native 
people uplift one another. 

For many of the 100,000+ 
attendees, the final Gathering 
also served as a reminder that 
Indigenous culture continues to 
flourish far beyond any single 

event. While the closing of 
Gathering of Nations marks 
the end of an era, it also signals 
the beginning of something 
new. Across Native America, 
communities are creating more 
spaces for cultural revitalization, 
youth leadership, and intertribal 
connection.

“Honestly, this is one of 
the best feelings I’ve ever had,” 
shared Saiya Castano (Danza 
Azteca / California). “I’m 
saddened to learn this is the last 
Gathering of Nations because 
this is my first time here and it’s 
been nothing short of amazing. 
It’s beautiful to share that love 
and energy and prayer with our 
brothers and sisters from across 
Native America.

“Our dance and regalia do 
feel a little foreign to some people, 
but that’s the beauty of being 
here. We have the opportunity to 
educate people and share a little 
about who we are and where 
we come from,” continued the 

19-year-old Azteca dancer. The 
24-inch, vibrant blue Scarlett 
Macaw plumes in her headdress 
turned heads, from Natives and 
non-Natives alike. “Some people 
think we’re wearing costumes, 
but little do they know that this 
is our armor. Our feathers come 
from birds who soar close to 
Creator and give us strength as we 
dance like our ancestors.

“Here, in this space and 
with all these beautiful people, the 
opportunities to share and to learn 
are endless. I’m just as happy to 
explain the teachings behind why 
we dance the way we do and why 
we wear what we do as I am to 
learn from other tribal people 
where they come from and what 
their teachings are. I think that’s 
what makes Gathering of Nations 
so special is all the opportunities 
to learn from one another and to 
share with each other.”

That truth was embodied 
by an arena full of Native 
Americans as they participated in 

one last Grand Entry to officially 
close out the 2026 Gathering 
of Nations. As dancers moved 
together beneath the arena lights, 
there was no sense of culture 
fading away. Instead, there was 
resounding evidence that our 
traditions remain alive, evolving, 
and deeply invested in the future.

Ultimately, “The Last 
Dance” was never really about an 
ending. It was about honoring a 
legacy that united Native people 
from every direction for more 
than forty years. While this 
chapter has closed, the legacy it 
created will continue inspiring 
future generations to gather, 
celebrate culture proudly, and 
strengthen the intertribal bonds 
that made Gathering of Nations so 
compelling in the first place.
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By Shawn Dick; 
Photo of Jacob James courtesy of Jacob.  
	 Since its launch in 2024, the Tulalip 
Recovery Workforce program has been 
helping tribal members rebuild their lives 
through employment, accountability, and 
recovery support. Designed for Tulalip tribal 
members entering sobriety or returning home 
from jail, the program  provides  entry-level 
job opportunities within the Tribe while also 
creating a support system centered on second 
chances. 
	 The program was the brainchild of 
Tulalip tribal member Jacob James, who 
envisioned a workforce initiative that would 
help remove barriers often faced by people 
trying to restart their lives after addiction or 
incarceration. At its core, the program is about 
creating opportunities.  Participants  are able 
to gain employment even if they do not have 
a driver’s license, a high school diploma, or a 
GED. 
	 Recovery Workforce also 
allows employees to meet their court 
obligations and treatment requirements 
while  maintaining  employment, 
understanding  that recovery often requires 
flexibility and support.  Workers are allowed 
to work a maximum of 29 hours per week, 
giving them the balance needed to focus on 
both employment and healing. 
	 Currently, the program can employ up 
to 15 people at one time. Since the program 
began, nine participants have moved on to full-
time positions within the tribe, an achievement 
Jacob says shows the importance of investing 
in people who are committed to changing their 
lives. 
	 “If we want our people to stay clean, 
we need to give them the opportunity to work 
because of all the good things a job brings with 
self-esteem and self-worth,” Jacob explained. 
	 Jacob hopes the program can become 
more visible throughout the reservation so that 
people still struggling with addiction can see 
that there is a path forward. As the initiative 
continues to grow, Jacob says the current 
structure is only the beginning. He believes 
the program has the potential to expand and 
evolve.

	   “The vision of the program is just 
a baseline,” Jacob shared. “There is always 
room for growth from those participating in 
the program and those who manage it”. Jacob 
explained he is proud of how the program has 
developed so far and remains hopeful for what 
the future holds. 
	 Kali Joseph, Recovery Workforce 
Center manager, says she hopes to see 
even more opportunities created for future 
participants. Expanding the program, she 
explained, would require collaboration with 
other tribal departments to make entry-level 
positions more accessible for applicants who 
may not meet traditional hiring requirements. 
	 Kali  explained  the program’s 
mission aligns with the tribe’s larger vision 
for community wellness and  healing. 
“The program supports our overall goals and 
objectives, which is as a community, as a tribe, 
as a whole, we want our community members 
to be happy and healthy holistically, mentally, 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually,” she 
said. 
	 Tulalip tribal member Christopher 
Soloman has been working in Housing 
Maintenance through the program for nearly 
two  years. Christopher says the opportunity 
has helped transform his life by giving him 
responsibility and a chance to give back to the 
community. 
	 “It gives me purpose and stability, and 
I enjoy helping my community,” Christopher 
shared. 
	 Christopher says the program helped 
him rediscover his self-worth and credits 
much of his sobriety success to the support 
and structure it provided. 
	 Just two years after its creation, 
the Tulalip Recovery Workforce Program 
is already changing lives by giving tribal 
members the chance to prove to themselves 
and others that recovery, stability, and success 
are achievable. 
	 For more information about 
Recovery Workforce, contact Kalia  Nuno, 
Recovery  Outreach Specialist, at 360-547-
5565. 

Recovery Workforce creates pathways 
to sobriety and stability

Above: Jacob James

Below: Christopher Soloman
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Notice by Publication. THE TULALIP TRIBES, Petitioner v. KAISER MO-
SES, Respondent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-UD-2026-0242. To the 
above-named Respondent: you are hereby summoned to appear and defend 
the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 1:00 pm on June 3, 2026. 
You must attend the hearing AND answer the motion by filing a response with 
the court and serving your response on the Tulalip Tribes at the address below 
within 60 days of the first publication of this summons. If you fail to do so, 
judgment will be entered against you according to the demand of the motion. 
This concerns an eviction in a housing action. A copy of the complaint is on file 
with the Tulalip Court Clerk. Date summons first published: April 11, 2026. 
Address for service: Office of the Reservation Attorney, 6406 Marine Drive, 
Tulalip, WA 98271.

TUL-CV-PO-2026-0282, Summons by Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip, WA. To: Lindsey Alrich (D.O.B. 03/05/2007). You are hereby notified 
that a Petition for a Domestic Violence Protection Order was filed on the 
above entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You are hereby summoned to ap-
pear regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing on June 10th, 2026 
at 10:30am, at Tulalip Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, 
WA 98271. Notice: You have important legal rights and you must take steps 
to protect your interests. If you fail to answer, judgment may be rendered 
against you. Date first published, April 25th, 2026 until May 30th, 2026.

TUL-CV-PO-2026-0312, Summons by Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tul-
alip, WA. To: Aaron Calloway (D.O.B. 08/07/1978). You are hereby notified 
that a Petition for a Domestic Violence Protection Order was filed on the 
above entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You are hereby summoned to ap-
pear regarding the above-entitled action at a hearing on June 16th, 2026 at 
9am, at Tulalip Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. 
Notice: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect 
your interests. If you fail to answer, judgment may be rendered against you. 
Date first published, May 2nd to June 6th, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0376. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, 
Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: Q. A. M. L. R. C.. TO: CALLOWAY, AAR-
ON JUSTIN: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of Care 
(YINC) case was opened with the above-listed case number in the above-
named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youth. You are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding the above-en-
titled action at the ADJUDICATORY HEARING AS TO FATHER ONLY on 
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 at 09:00 A.M. – IN PERSON. This will be an IN 
PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, 
Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must 
take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT 
WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: May 2, 2026.

Court notices

	 Alan Williams Sr. Born August 28, 1958 to Clyde and Maxine Williams Sr. Passed away on 
April 30, 2026.
	 Some of Alan’s work included fishing, logging, boom city, Tulalip Bingo caller and secu-
rity at Tulalip Resort. 
	 He leaves behind his loving Wife of 49 years Arnel, children Alan Jr., Bruce, Tiffany and 
Dane Sr., 6 grandchildren, mother Maxine, brothers Clyde Williams Jr. Gene Williams Sr. And 
many extended family members.  Alan’s family was his pride and joy.
	 An evening service was held Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at 6 PM at the Tulalip Gathering 
Hall. A celebration of life was held Thursday, May 7, 2026 at 10 AM at the Gathering Hall with 
burial following at Mission Beach Cemetery.

Alan Williams Sr.




