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By Micheal Rios
Inside Tulalip Court, an 

emotional milestone unfolded 
as Tulalip tribal member Loreal 
Jack officially graduated from 
Wellness Court. Surrounded by 
judges, attorneys, case managers, 
and a tight-knit circle of program 
participants and supporters, 
Loreal’s achievement marked not 
only the completion of a rigorous 
program, but the continuation of 
a years-long effort by the Tribe to 
restore families through healing, 
accountability, and community.

At 37-years-old, Loreal 
stood proudly before the court as 
a mother, a daughter, and a woman 
who committed herself to change. 
Her journey reflects the very 
purpose of the Wellness Court, a 
program established to provide an 
alternative to traditional welfare 
proceedings by emphasizing 
recovery and culturally grounded 
support systems. Since its 
inception, the court has focused 
on strengthening families rather 

than separating them, offering 
participants the tools needed 
to overcome substance use and 
rebuild their lives.

“These moments are 
such a great part of Wellness 
Court because the program’s 
participants get to see first-hand 
the success and accomplishment 
that is possible when someone 
makes it to graduation,” said the 
honorable Mark Pauley, presiding 
judge. “For us, the team that 
works here, it’s exciting to see our 
participants find success and reach 
their goals through recovery and 
reunification.”

During the graduation 
ceremony, it was clear Loreal did 
not walk this path alone. Seated 
nearby were her mother, Rose, and 
her teenage daughter, both of whom 
played meaningful roles in the day’s 
events. In a moment that resonated 
throughout the courtroom, Loreal’s 
daughter honored her mother by 
sharing a traditional song, a cultural 
expression of love and recognition. 

The song served as both a tribute 
to Loreal’s perseverance and a 
reflection of the healing that has 
taken place within their family.

Shortly after, Tulalip elder 
Rose Iukes took to the podium. 
Fighting through tears, she read a 
speech she had carefully prepared 
for her daughter. 

“On November 30, 2023, 
Loreal entered treatment,” recalled 
Rose. “From that point forward, I 
spoke with every day. I traveled 
to see her and never missed a 
family visit. And today, I stand 
here beyond thankful. My daughter 
walked a difficult and painful path, 
but she found her way back home. 
Now, I have my daughter back, not 
only as my daughter, but as my 
best friend. Loreal, I am so proud 
of you! Keep moving forward and 
never look back.”

Rose’s words traced her 
daughter’s journey, acknowledging 

the hardships faced along the way 
while celebrating the determination 
that carried her forward. With 
emotion evident in every sentence, 
Rose expressed how proud she 
was of Loreal’s commitment to 
recovery.

Moments like these 
embody what the Wellness Court 
strives to achieve. Since its early 
days, the program has emphasized 
a collaborative approach, bringing 
together legal professionals, social 
workers, and cultural support 
systems to guide participants 
toward success. Over time, it has 
evolved from court program to 
community.

That sense of community 
was on full display during this 
most recent graduation. Fellow 
participants, court staff, and 
program leaders filled the room 
with encouragement and routinely 

Wellness Court 
celebrates the 

journey of Loreal Jack

Continued on next page
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made use of their plastic clappers to 
add to the lively atmosphere.

Judges and court 
representatives acknowledged 
Loreal’s hard work and dedication, 
noting the courage it takes to face 
challenges head on and commit 
to lasting change. Their words 
reinforced the importance of the 
program’s mission and the impact 
it continues to have on Tulalip 
families.

“Loreal, we’ve seen the 
last two years together, and I’ve 
witnessed you grow immensely,” 
said Erika Moore, Wellness Court 
treatment coordinator. “Every 
single goal you set for yourself, 
you have completed or achieved. 
When you entered Wellness Court 
in 2023, you were honest about 
where you were and sought the 

structure necessary to get your life 
back. From day one, she showed a 
willingness to try even when things 
were hard. Even when there were 
setbacks, she reflected and learned.

“As her recovery 
strengthened, Loreal didn’t just 
participate in Wellness Court, she 
became an active leader in it,” 
continued Erika. “This successful 
strategy allowed her to rebuild 
her life piece by piece. She found 
housing, went back to school, 
and eventually reunited with her 
family and reconnected with her 
community. Loreal’s journey shows 
that life is not about being perfect, 
it’s about not giving up.”

The Tulalip’s Healing 
to Wellness Court has steadily 
grown since it launched in 2020, 

guided by the understanding that 
healing families requires more 
than legal intervention. It requires 
compassion, structure, and a 
deep respect for culture. Each 

Wellness Court graduate serves as 
a testament to that vision, showing 
what is possible when individuals 
are supported rather than judged.

By Shawn Dick
	 A powerful message of 
protection, healing, and commu-
nity strength took center stage on 
Wednesday  April  29,  as local ad-
vocate Kaely Grant organized a 
marathon run dedicated to raising 
awareness for child abuse preven-
tion. Drawing runners, walkers, 
and supporters from across the Tul-
alip community, the event served as 
both a call to action and a space for 
collective healing. 
	 Grant, who has worked 
with Tulalip Child Advocacy for 
over four years, said the idea for 
the marathon came from a desire to 
bring visibility to an issue that of-
ten remains hidden. “Child abuse is 
something that thrives in silence,” 
she shared. “This run is about 
breaking that silence and show-
ing our children that they are seen, 

heard, and supported.” 
	 Several participants 
wore  blue,  the nationally recog-
nized color for child abuse aware-
ness. The route stretched around the 
football  field,  but the purpose be-
hind each step gave the day a deep-
er meaning. Some runners pushed 
for personal bests, while others 
walked in honor of the cause, being 
the sign of hope. 
	 Throughout her time in 
child advocacy, Grant has worked 
closely with children and families 
navigating difficult and often trau-
matic circumstances. Her experi-
ence has shown her the importance 
of not only intervention but pre-
vention and education. “We have to 
create environments where kids feel 
safe to speak up,” she explained. 
“And we have to make sure adults 
are prepared to listen and act.” 

Running for their voices
Marathon dedicated to raising awareness for child abuse prevention draws support at Tulalip
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	 The marathon also featured resource 
booths, informational materials, and opportu-
nities for community members to connect with 
local support services. Volunteers from Tulalip 
Child  Advocacy were on hand to ensure the 
event ran smoothly, reinforcing the sense of uni-
ty behind the cause. 

	 Community members expressed ap-
preciation for Grant’s leadership and dedica-
tion. Many noted that events like this help reduce 
stigma and encourage important conversations. 
Parents  shared  that the marathon opened the 
door to discussing safety, trust, and support with 
their children. 

	 For Grant, the success of the event was 
measured not just by participation numbers, but 
by its impact. “If even one child feels safer, or 
one family feels supported because of today, 
then it’s worth it,” she said. 

Continued on next page

By Shawn Dick 
 	 Many of us have a fear 
of speaking in front of crowds. 
My heart felt the pull to speak 
of my wife’s sister Tiffany 
Granquist. I spoke of how she 
was taken at the age of 11 by 
her father. Giving her a voice 
and bringing awareness to the 

families all over Indian coun-
try who tragically have had to 
deal with the same kind of loss.  
	 Tulalip tribal mem-
ber and activist, Sarah 
Hart, brought together commu-
nity members, leaders, and cul-
tural representatives to honor 
Missing and Murdered Indig-

Healing, hope 
and awareness 
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enous Women and People while call-
ing for justice, healing, and unity. A 
crowd of over 200 took part in the fam-
ily jam at the Greg Williams gym on 
Saturday, May 2. The event highlighted 
both the urgency of the crisis and the 
strength of Indigenous communities.  
	 The gathering also carried sig-
nificant meaning for Hart, who has 
been deeply involved in campaigning 
for the cause. “The reason I do this 
work is to bring awareness and jus-
tice for those that have no voice,” she 
shared. “This event is about bring-
ing everyone together for peace and 
solidarity and letting our families 
know we love and support them.” 
	 In a meaningful gesture, the 
family of Mary Ellen Davis honored 
Hart by selecting her to serve as their 
family representative, recognizing her 
dedication to advocacy and her com-
mitment to standing alongside families 
navigating loss and seeking justice. 
	 Josh ”Jee-Leets-Kynum” Fry-
berg delivered a message centered 
on unity and responsibility, remind-
ing those present of the importance of 
standing together for families impacted 
by MMIW/MMIP. “We want to send 
the healing the best way that we can for 
all our families, give recognition and re-
member all of our loved ones,” he said. 
	 The jam featured drummers 

from Tulalip, Nooksack, Lummi, 
Muckleshoot, and a visiting group from 
Canada, whose songs created a power-
ful atmosphere. A particularly emo-
tional moment came during Antone 
George’s performance of his MMIW 
song, which captured both grief and 
resilience. His voice resonated deeply, 
offering a tribute to those who are miss-
ing and to the families who continue 
to search, remember, and advocate. 
	 Dancers also played an important 
role, bringing movement and meaning 
to the event. Miss Nooksack, Louanne 
Roberts, shared her perspective on par-
ticipating in MMIW awareness efforts. 
“It helps those who came for healing,” 
she said. “I dance for my relatives 
that have gotten lost due to MMIW.”  
	 Pictures of those lost and 
taken were displayed, symboliz-
ing the lives of those who are miss-
ing and the voices that are no longer 
heard. Attendees showed their sup-
port in a variety of ways, some car-
rying photos, others offering prayers, 
and many standing in quiet reflection. 
	 The MMIW/MMIP crisis con-
tinues to impact Indigenous com-
munities across the nation and be-
yond. Through leadership, cultural 
expression, and shared voices, events 
like this reinforce the importance of 
awareness, remembrance, and action. 
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By: Alexis M. DeLaCruz, J.D., 
Education Attorney, TOCLA

[Note: This general information is not intended 
to be legal advice, and should not be relied on 
as legal advice in any particular student situa-
tion.] 
	 “Education prepares Native children not 
only for active and equal participation in the 
global market, but also to be positive, involved 
members of their communities – there is no 
more vital resource to the continued existence 
and integrity of tribes than Native children.” 
National Congress of American Indians, state-
ment on the importance of education.
	 Across the United States, nearly half of 
American Indian/ Alaska Native students were 
chronically absent during the 2021-2022 school 
year. The term “chronically absent” means a stu-
dent has missed at least 10 percent of scheduled 
school days (about 18 days a school year) for 
any reason including excused absences, unau-
thorized absences, or school discipline. School 
attendance issues also impact the Tulalip com-
munity and other Washington Tribes. For exam-
ple, in the same 2021-2022 school year, nearly 
one-quarter of all Washington tribal students had 
unexcused absences from school. School atten-
dance is a complex and evolving issue. Experts, 
educators, lawyers, and mental health providers 
often include truancy, chronic absenteeism, and 
school refusal (students who might refuse to go 
to school because of an emotional or physical 
disability) under the “school attendance” um-
brella. Truancy is when a student misses school 
without a valid excuse. Truant students are at 
greater risk of becoming involved in the juvenile 
justice system, commonly called the school-to-
prison pipeline. In this article, I will share gen-
eral information about why school attendance is 
important for tribal students, the laws that can 
help support students getting to and staying in 
school, and offer considerations for how we, as 
a community, can all work together to under-
stand and address the potential challenges and 
unique barriers some Tulalip students may face 
in attending and thriving in school to increase 
opportunities for tribal student academic prog-
ress. 

Why it is important for students to get to 
school and stay all day

	 Missing even a day of school can impact 
a student’s education. When multiple missed 
days of school add up, it can be very difficult for 
students to catch up on missed school work. For 
students with disabilities who may have Section 
504 Plans or Individual Education Plans (IEPs) 
in place to provide them critical special edu-
cation and other services, missing school can 
have serious impact on that student’s ability to 
make academic progress resulting in poorer ed-
ucational outcomes. But beyond learning their 
ABCs and 123s, children and youth get so much 
from daily school attendance like meals, social-
ization with peers, accessing culturally appro-
priate curriculum and language, mental health 
and wellness supports, and access to trusted, 
caring adults, for example. 
	 As with any complex school issue, there 
are many reasons (or barriers) a particular stu-
dent, family, or community may struggle with 
getting students to school and staying there. 
Finding effective solutions and interventions 
that might support student attendance depends 
on understanding the underlying causes for stu-
dents missing school. Some examples of why 
students might miss school include chronic or 
acute illness, academic or behavioral struggles, 
family responsibilities, traumatic experiences, 
unwelcoming school climate, lack of academic 
and behavioral support, misunderstanding the 
impact of school discipline on missing school, 
housing and food insecurity, or lack of reliable 
transportation, for example. 

Laws that can support students and families 
with school attendance 
	 Tribal, state, and federal laws give stu-
dents, and their families, many different rights 
at school. One of those rights is the right to at-
tend school and be provided a basic education. 
The Tulalip Tribal Code requires all enrolled 
children ages 6 to 18 to attend school. Washing-
ton state law requires children ages 8-18 to at-
tend school. Washington’s truancy law, the Bec-
ca Bill, allows for additional student supports at 
school for those with unexcused absences. The 
Becca Bill says parents must send their children 
to school, full-time, every day unless there is 
a valid reason for the student to miss school. 
School districts also have responsibilities to stu-
dents and families when students miss school. 
The purpose of the law is not to punish students 

or families for past absences, but to provide a 
safety net to keep students safe and to prevent 
them from dropping out of school. 
	 Under the Becca Bill, schools must no-
tify a student’s parent or guardian after even one 
unexcused absence so the family knows the stu-
dent missed school. After 3 unexcused absences 
the school must schedule a conference with the 
student and parent to identify potential barriers 
to attending school and try different strategies to 
improve attendance. After 5 unexcused absenc-
es in the same month, the school may enter into 
an agreement with the student to improve the 
student’s attendance, refer the family to a Com-
munity Engagement Board (a community sup-
port panel) or file a truancy petition in state ju-
venile court. Finally, after 7 unexcused absences 
in a month (or 15 total unexcused absences or 
more in one year), a truancy petition must be 
filed with the juvenile court. If a student is sus-
pected of having a disability, then the student 
should be referred to the school’s special educa-
tion identification process to determine whether 
the student may have additional learning needs.  
If schools do not comply with the Becca Bill, 
a student or their family can also file a truancy 
petition against the school to try and get the help 
the student or family needs to support the stu-
dent getting to school. 
	 Federal and state special education and 
civil rights laws might also protect a student 
and provide pathways to address a particular 
student’s attendance needs at school. Under 
the many laws that protects students and their 
families, especially laws that require schools 
to meet with families about attendance, there 
are many options a student, family, advocate, 
service provider or school can consider in sup-
porting the individual and unique needs of tribal 
students the Tulalip community. For example, a 
school can offer transportation to a family if a 
student misses the bus and can’t get to school, 
or the school may give the student an alarm 
clock if waking up early (and staying awake) 
is the problem. There are many, many preven-
tion strategies that are already happening in the 
Tulalip community and within the local school 
districts that serve our tribal students.  

School connectedness: Supporting tribal stu-
dents and families 
	 There are many, many supports and 

Missing more than school: 
Reducing chronic school absences for tribal students

Continued on next page
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considerations a community can use to sup-
port its students and their families in not only 
getting students to school every day, but help-
ing students feel safe at school so they want to 
stay there all day. Research tells us that school 
connectedness is one of the single greatest fac-
tors that can increase daily student attendance. 
School connectedness is the idea that children 
and youth have the “sense of being cared for, 
supported and belonging, which is fostered by 
a caring and supportive educational environ-
ment,” according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol. Put simply, it’s the belief that students feel 
like the adults, and their classmates, care about 
their learning and them as people. The idea is 
that when students – of any age, at any school 
– feel wanted and safe at school, then they may 
have less disruptive behaviors at school, and can 
trust the adults, and their peers, to learn in a safe 
environment. When students feel safe and con-

nected to their school, they have a lower preva-
lence of engaging in risky behaviors like leaving 
school or refusing to do school work. 
For tribal students, it is important for schools and 
other community-based organizations or service 
providers to understand that tribal communi-
ties may have historically negative relationships 
with the local or state educational system be-
cause of the impact of the boarding school era 
and mistreatment from public school systems. 
	 In sum, while improving school atten-
dance is a complex, evolving issue in many trib-
al communities, research shows us that commu-
nity-focused prevention programs – that involve 
students, families, schools, care givers, and ser-
vice providers – can and do result in students 
going to school, staying in school, and improv-
ing their educational outcomes. 
	 As with any education matter affecting a 
Tulalip tribal student, or their family, it is best to 

contact an advocate, attorney, or TOCLA to get 
more information about your specific situation 
and to understand the laws that protect tribal 
children. If you have specific questions about 
legal rights, please contact TOCLA for more in-
formation.
	 It’s always the right time to learn more 
about the various laws that protect students and 
their families and learning about the resources 
available to address concerns when they may 
arise. If you aren’t sure where to start or have 
questions now, we at TOCLA are close by and 
can help. TOCLA’s Team can help a family 
make sense of their student’s rights and identify 
advocacy strategies to address concerns. For 
more information about students’ school rights 
or to get help with an individual concern, call 
TOCLA at 360-716-4512 or send us an email to: 
TOCLA_Intake@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov.
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Notice by Publication. THE TULALIP TRIBES, Petitioner v. KAISER MOSES, Respondent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-UD-2026-0242. To the above-named Respondent: you are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 1:00 pm on June 3, 2026. You must attend the hearing AND answer the motion by filing a 
response with the court and serving your response on the Tulalip Tribes at the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this summons. If you fail to do so, judgment will be 
entered against you according to the demand of the motion. This concerns an eviction in a housing action. A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court Clerk. Date summons 
first published: April 11, 2026. Address for service: Office of the Reservation Attorney, 6406 Marine Drive, Tulalip, WA 98271.

TUL-CV-PO-2026-0282, Summons by 
Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip, WA. To: Lindsey Alrich (D.O.B. 
03/05/2007). You are hereby notified 
that a Petition for a Domestic Violence 
Protection Order was filed on the above 
entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. You 
are hereby summoned to appear regard-
ing the above-entitled action at a hear-
ing on June 10th, 2026 at 10:30am, at 
Tulalip Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: You 
have important legal rights and you must 
take steps to protect your interests. If 
you fail to answer, judgment may be ren-
dered against you. Date first published, 
April 25th, 2026 until May 30th, 2026.

TUL-CV-PO-2026-0312, Summons by 
Publication, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tul-
alip, WA. To: Aaron Calloway (D.O.B. 
08/07/1978). You are hereby notified 
that a Petition for a Domestic Violence 
Protection Order was filed on the above 
entitled court, pursuant to TTC 4.25. 
You are hereby summoned to appear 
regarding the above-entitled action at 
a hearing on June 16th, 2026 at 9am, 
at Tulalip Tribal Court,  6332 31st Ave 
NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. Notice: 
You have important legal rights and you 
must take steps to protect your inter-
ests. If you fail to answer, judgment may 
be rendered against you. Date first pub-
lished, May 2nd to June 6th, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0376. SUMMONS 
BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, 
Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: Q. A. 
M. L. R. C.. TO: CALLOWAY, AARON 
JUSTIN: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that a Youth in Need of Care 
(YINC) case was opened with the 
above-listed case number in the above-
named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 
regarding the above-listed youth. You 
are hereby summoned to appear and 
defend in person regarding the above-
entitled action at the ADJUDICATORY 
HEARING AS TO FATHER ONLY on 
TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 at 09:00 
A.M. – IN PERSON. This will be an IN 
PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tul-
alip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have im-
portant legal rights, and you must take 
steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU 
FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL 
BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date 
first published: May 2, 2026.




