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Sgt. Jeff  Jira retires after 
25 years serving Tulalip

See Jira, page 3

Your vote matters
The March 21 General Council meeting off ers a chance for the community 

to show up, be heard, and help shape the future of Tulalip
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Jira from front page 

Continued on next page

By Micheal Rios
After 25 years of service to 

the Tulalip community, Sergeant 
Jeff Jira officially signed off for the 
final time. Surrounded by fellow 
officers and support staff, Jeff 
delivered one last emotional radio 
call announcing his retirement. It 
marked the end of a distinguished 
career defined by dedication and 
community connection.

For many across Tulalip, 

Sgt. Jira was a familiar and 
trusted presence throughout the 
community. He frequently attended 
public gatherings, supported 
youth events, and cheered from 
the stands at local high school 
basketball, football, and volleyball 
games. Wherever Tulalip families 
gathered, Jeff was often nearby, 
greeting community members 
with a smile and strengthening the 
relationships that define effective 

community policing.
That philosophy guided his 

entire approach to law enforcement.
“Community policing 

has always meant being present,” 
Jeff shared during his retirement 
celebration. “When people know 
you and trust you, it changes 
everything. Being able to connect 
with families and see kids grow up 
over the years has been one of the 
most rewarding parts of the job.”

While Jeff built a reputation 
for being approachable and 
engaged with the community, he 
was also known among his fellow 
officers for his determination in the 
field.

Investigations commander 
Jim Williams, the longest tenured 
member of the Tulalip Police 
Department at 25 years and 4 
months, has spent the last quarter 
of a century working alongside 
Jeff. “We’ve had a long career 
together. Every step of the way, 
Jeff was always there for me,” 
shared Commander Williams. “We 
shared the same drive to protect our 

community, always. It’s been an 
honor and a pleasure to work with 
Jeff as a fellow officer, but more 
importantly, to call him my friend.”

Over the course of his 
career, Jeff estimates he was 
involved in roughly 80 foot pursuits. 
Of those 80, he successfully caught 
the suspect about 70 times. The 10 
or so that got away, he said with a 
laugh, were just as meaningful in 
shaping him as an officer.

“Those were the ones that 
motivated me,” he said. “Every 
time someone slipped away, I’d 
think about what I could do better. 
It pushed me to hit the gym harder, 
eat better, and stay in shape.”

Maintaining peak physical 
fitness wasn’t just about winning 
the chase. Jeff understood that 
staying healthy and strong was 
essential to doing the job safely and 
effectively over the long haul.

“If you want to do this 
job for 20-plus years, you have to 
take care of your body,” he said. 
“Being in good shape makes a big 
difference when you’re chasing 
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someone down or responding to a call. It’s part 
of what helped me have such a long career.”

While Jeff’s retirement marks the 
closing of one chapter, his legacy within the 
Tulalip Police Department continues through 
his son, Jordan. Six years ago, Jordan followed 
in his father’s footsteps and joined the Tulalip 
Police Department. A Tulalip tribal member, 
Jordan represents the next generation of officers 
committed to serving the community.

“My dad has always been my hero,” 
Jordan admitted. “He was my hero when I was 
a 4-years-old and he became a cop to stop the 
bad guys. He continued being my hero when 
he pinned by badge on my chest six years ago. 
And he’s still my hero to this day, knowing he’s 
retiring to become the best grandpa he can be.”

Jordan said serving alongside his father 
has been an experience he will always treasure. 
“Watching how people in the community 
respect him and seeing the relationships he built 
is something I hope to carry forward in my own 
career.”

Jeff’s connection to Tulalip is bigger 
than the badge he wore for the past 25 years. 
Through his family, he has become firmly rooted 
in the community he served and protected. He’s 
quick to point out that he’s lived on the Tulalip 
Reservation for 30 years. This is his home. 
He will now be joining his wife, Tulalip tribal 
member Teresa Jira, in retirement. 

In many ways, Jeff’s service came 
full circle. What began as a career protecting 
the community, first as a firefighter and then 
as a police officer, grew into something much 
deeper. Family ties and lifelong relationships 
created will continue long after his final shift.

“The blessing of working for Tulalip is 
I could arrest somebody and a month later I’m 
giving them a ride home at 3a.m. and we’re 
shaking hands as I wished them nothing but the 
best,” Jeff reflected. “The moments that stand 

out the best as I think back on my career are the 
ones where people have come up to me and said, 
‘You know, I’m sorry about doing this or that 
and for giving you a hard time when you were 
doing your job.’ 

“And then there’s the moment’s when 
others have told me, ‘You saved my life. I’m 
here today because you cared.’ Those moments 
got me through even the most difficult of 
times because I knew I was making a positive 
difference in people’s lives.”

 Now officially retired, Jeff is looking 
forward to a new kind of journey. One that 
takes him far beyond the roads he patrolled for 
decades. An avid motorcycle rider, Jeff shared 
that he’s long dreamed of riding off into the 
sunset when he finally reached retirement.

That day has finally come. His first 
adventure will take him south to Arizona to 
catch the remaining spring training games of his 

beloved hometown team, the Seattle Mariners. 
From there, he plans to continue riding his 
Harley east until he reaches the sun-soaked 
shores of Key West, where he hopes to enjoy 
tropical heat and the open ocean breeze.
	 While his days of patrolling the streets 
of Tulalip may be behind him, those who know 
Jeff say his presence in the community will 
undoubtedly remain. After all, once someone 
spends 25 years building relationships, 
protecting neighbors, and showing up wherever 
the community gathers, they never truly fade 
from the fabric of the place they served.

And as Sgt. Jeff Jira’s final radio call 
echoed through the department, it carried with 
it the gratitude of an entire community. A 
community that, for 25 years, was proud to call 
him one of its own.
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Vote from front page 

By Wade Sheldon 
As general council elections 

approach, many community 
members are calling for change, 
but what that looks like depends 
on who shows up and participates. 
Rising costs of living, from food 
to housing, have impacted families 
everywhere, and those concerns 
are often reflected at the local level, 
where decisions can directly affect 
the community. However, that 
call for change was not reflected 
in strong attendance at the recent 
candidate forum.

A mere 50 people attended 
the Board of Directors candidate 
forum at the Gathering Hall on 
Thursday, March 12, underscoring 
a lack of participation in 
conversations that shape both the 
present and the future of the Tulalip 
Tribes. This year, three seats are up 
for re-election: Teri Gobin, Hazen 
Shopbell, and Marlin Fryberg Jr. 
With leadership decisions on the 
line, the forum offered voters a key 
opportunity to hear directly from 
the candidates about their priorities 
and vision for the community. In 
addition to those in attendance, 
approximately 30 viewers tuned 
in online. The forum was recorded 
and is available for viewing 
at  iamtulalip.com  for those who 

were unable to attend.
The forum was moderated 

by Eliza Davis, Executive Director 
of General Services, who guided 
candidates through a series of 
questions on key issues facing 
the Tribe. Following opening 
introductions, the candidates 
who showed up shared their 
reasons for running and outlined 
priorities ranging from economic 
development and housing to cultural 
preservation and the possibility of 
a new school. Both incumbents 
and challengers stepped forward, 
each offering their own vision for 
Tulalip’s future.

Angel Cortez was asked 
about his five-year vision for 
economic development and self-
sufficiency. He said, “I would like 
to see us invest in food security 
and food sovereignty,” while 
also supporting more sustainable 
business ventures beyond gaming.

Pat Contraro was asked 
whether she supports disenrollment 
and, if so, on what grounds. She 
said, “I believe the code allows 
for disenrollment for different 
reasons… it would have to be a 
very serious reason,” expressing 
cautious support under strict 
circumstances.

David Fryberg Jr. was asked 

about balancing social services and 
increasing general welfare without 
sufficient financial capacity. He 
explained that increasing revenue 
streams would be key, noting that 
strong leadership could enable 
expanded support without cutting 
programs.

Teri Gobin was asked how 
she would address violence within 
the community. She emphasized 
early education and mentorship, 
stating, “We need to start educating 
our kids at a younger age… 
bringing our culture into the 
teachings again,” highlighting the 
importance of keeping youth on a 
positive path.

Summer Hammons was 
asked whether Tulalip should be 
considered a service-based or per 
capita Tribe and what direction it 
should take. She said, “I believe 
there should be a balance of general 
welfare and services,” while 
emphasizing prevention programs 
and community input, adding that 
Tulalip should remain “a service 
tribe first” while continuing to 
grow economically.

Sarah Hart-Carpenter was 
asked to explain the difference 
between supporting and enabling, 
and how programs can uplift tribal 
members without encouraging 

dependency. She said, “Our 
program is about lifting our people, 
not enabling them… teaching 
them techniques on how to be 
successful, strive, and thrive on 
their own,” while emphasizing 
care and accountability within the 
community.

Laverne Jones was asked 
about her top three priorities for 
improving community services 
and how she would achieve them. 
She responded, “Children first,” 
emphasizing youth support, 
prevention, and healthcare as key 
focus areas.

Kisar Jones-Fryberg 
was asked about economic 
development, specifically his long-
term vision for diversifying the 
Tribe’s economy beyond gaming 
and the first steps he would take. 
He proposed creating a permanent 
vendor village near the casino to 
support entrepreneurs and generate 
revenue. He also emphasized 
improving entertainment, stating, 
“Our entertainment can improve… 
we need acts and events that bring 
in people that haven’t been here 
yet,” focusing on long-term self-
sustainability.

Teresa Meece was asked 
about economic development, 
specifically about her experience 

Continued on next page
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managing budgets and leading 
organizations. She shared that she 
worked on three budgets at the old 
casino and said, “I have been in 
management for 30 years… I enjoy 
mentoring young tribal members. 
They are so eager to learn.”

Misty Williams-Napeahi 
was asked about cultural teachings 
and sovereignty, specifically how 
Tulalip can develop sustainable 
practices for governing land and 
resources. She said, “If you have 
land, you are rich… we need 
to take care of what we have,” 

emphasizing the importance of 
reconnecting youth to the land and 
protecting natural resources.

Hazen Shopbell was 
asked about his understanding of 
Tulalip treaty rights and how he 
would ensure they are enforced 
and protected. He said, “I have 
been protecting our treaty rights 
for years… it’s a right to hunt, 
fish, gather, and support your 
family,” referencing his experience 
defending sovereignty.

Malory Simpson was 
asked about policy, noting that 

all policy is approved by the 
Board of Directors, and about her 
qualifications for analyzing policy 
and ensuring the best outcomes for 
the Tulalip community. She said, 
“I have been able to dive further 
into policy and procedure and find 
out what works and what might 
need changing,” adding that strong 
departmental teams are key to 
developing effective policies.		
	 As the General Council 
meeting approaches on Saturday, 
March 21, the decisions now shift 
from the candidates to the voters. 

With 3477 eligible tribal members 
over the age of 18, turnout will once 
again determine the outcome. Last 
year, only 39 percent of eligible 
voters participated, resulting in a tie 
vote, a result that could have been 
different if more voices were heard. 
With so much on the line, this 
year’s election is another chance 
for the community to show up, be 
heard, and help shape the future of 
Tulalip. 

Timber the 
trumpet 
player

Submitted by Topo Jones
I’m proud to introduce SeeYahtSub 

readers to tribal member Timber Leland Jones. 
He is the son of Traci Jones and Bryndon Carson. 
He’s also the grandson of Topo and Fella Jones.
	 Timber is a 6th grader attending 10th Street 
Middle School. He is in band and is playing the 
trumpet for the first time this year.
	 He had his first concert on March 11th at 
M.P. high school where he played 4 songs that 
he’s been rehearsing since September. He had all 
the songs memorized and played them without 
the sheet music. Timber has become quite a 
musician! 
	 He enjoys all types of music and has 
shown repeatedly that he can listen to a song and 
replay it on a variety of instruments. So far he’s 
learned to play the trumpet, keyboard, and the 
drums.
	 Next school year, he will be changing 
to drums. He just has the natural ability to hear 
music and be able to play it back. 
	 We, as a family, are very proud of Timber 
for his dedication to practicing his instruments 
and his amazing talent for music. We can’t wait 
to see how far he goes with his dream of music. 
It’s just one of his dreams though. He also says 
he is going to get a doctorate!
	 Shout out to this amazing young man. 
Love you lots Timber!
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Court notices

TUL-CV-YI-2013-0178. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re 
the Welfare of: K. C. M. TO: TABATHA MARIE MELTON: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was re-opened with the above-listed case number in the above-
listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youth. You are hereby summoned to 
appear and defend in person regarding the above-entitled action at the PERMANENT PLAN RE-
VIEW HEARING AFTER YINC REOPENING on TUESDAY, APRIL 07, 2026 at 10:30 A.M. – IN 
PERSON. This will be an IN PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to 
protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST 
YOU. Date first published:February 
7, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0064 and TUL-CV-YI-2026-0065. SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: E. M. E. and In 
Re the Welfare of H. J. E. TO: JESSE DON EISENBARTH: YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that two Youth in Need of Care (YINC) cases were opened with the 
above-listed case numbers in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 re-
garding these two above-listed youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and 
defend in person regarding the above-entitled actions at the ADJUDICATORY 
HEARINGS AS TO FATHER ONLY on TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026 at 09:00 
A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have impor-
tant legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL 
TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first 
published: February 14, 2026.  

TUL-CV-YI-2017-0325. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: E. P. E. T. TO: WILLIAM CHARLIE THOMAS, SR.: 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of CARE (YINC) case was 
reopened with the above-listed case number in the above-listed Court pursuant to 
TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youth. You are hereby summoned to appear 
and defend in person regarding the above-entitled action at the PERMANENT 
PLAN REVIEW HEARING UPON YINC REOPENING on TUESDAY, APRIL 
28, 2026 at 09:00 A.M. - REMOTE. This will be a REMOTE, TELEPHONIC, 
CALL-IN hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 
98271. TO CALL IN TO YOUR HEARING PLEASE USE TELEPHONE NUM-
BER 224-501-3412 AND THEN PLEASE USE ACCESS CODE 212-638-629. 
NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect 
your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first published: March 21, 2026.

TUL-CV-YG-2026-0149 and TUL-CV-YG-2026-0150. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip 
Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Guardianships of:  E. S. C. and C. A. C. TO: AARON JUSTIN 
CALLOWAY, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that Petitions for Guardianships were filed in the 
above-entitled Court pursuant to TTC 4.05. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend re-
garding the above-entitled actions at IN PERSON PRELIMINARY GUARDIANSHIP STANDING 
HEARINGS on THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026, at 10:30 A.M. IN PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court; go 
to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and 
you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE 
RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: March 21, 2026. 

TUL-CV-GV-2025-0438. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. Lata-
sha J. Apodaca-Bagley TO: Jose Alberto Castrejon, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Peti-
tion for Name Change was filed in the above-entitled Court. You are hereby summoned to appear 
and defend regarding the above-entitled action on WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026, at 9:00 A.M. IN 
PERSON in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: 
You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL 
TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: March 
21, 2026.

Bridgett A. Moses
Bridgett A. Moses ,passed away March 9, 2026 , sur-
rounded by family. She was born January 27, 1986, 
Tulalip Tribal member of Brenda Moses, devoted 
father William “Tommy” Sands/Cheryl. She was a 
Loving mother, soulful eyes and big heart.
	 She journeys ahead of William Sands/ 
Cheryl, children Makhaio, Minyah Brown, Sis-
ters- Athena (Rob), Aimee, Ateesha (Isaac) Moses, 
Aunt Naomi Moses, Uncle Brian Moses, Nieces and 

Nephews- her babies. Caregiver Stacy.
	 She was preceded in death by her son: Mi-
chael Brown III, mom- Brenda Moses, Alivin & 
Clarice Moses Sr., Alvin Moses Jr., Adrea Elliott, 
Jason Moses, & loving Sands family.
	 A celebration of Life was held Wednesday, 
March 18, 2026 at 10 AM at the Gathering Hall with 
burial following at Mission Beach Cemetery.

Herbert Earl Spires
	 Herbert Earl Spires, known affection-
ately as Herb, passed away March 7, 2026, in 
Marysville, Washington, at the age of 78. He was 
born February 29, 1948, in Gallipolis, Ohio.
	 Herb served in the United States Army 
and later spent many years working as a long-
haul truck driver, traveling across the country. He 
enjoyed the open road and spending time at one 
of his favorite places, Donna’s Truck Stop.
	 A man of few words with a sharp wit, 
Herb was known for his protective and loving 
nature toward his family.

	 He is survived by his wife, Valda Gobin; 
daughters Donna Kneeland (Kym), Cyndi, and 
Brandi; son Doug Sakshaug (Gayle); grandchil-
dren Shaelyn Smead (Dilan), Collin Hood (Jes-
sica), Alec Hood (Jasmine), Madelyn Edwards, 
Avalyn Kneeland, Chloe Sakshaug, Aubrey, and 
Dane; and great-grandchildren Dayton, Ty, Bar-
rett, Levi, and Emery. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Rita and Floyd Barber; brothers 
Richard and Rodger Barber; and nephews Teddy 
and Chad Orr.
	 A funeral service was held March 16, 
2026, at the Tulalip Gathering Hall. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Schaefer-Shipman 
Funeral Home.




