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From the opening tip 
versus Moses Lake, Tulalip looked 
comfortable on the big stage. 
The Hawks’ relentless defense 
and balanced scoring attack kept 
pressure on Moses Lake throughout 
the contest. The turning point of the 
game was midway through the 3rd 
quarter when the Hawks led 48-
47. After guard Tayari Archibald 
connected on a beautiful step back 
fadeaway, his team’s defense came 
up with a turnover that ignited the 
fastbreak game. Moments later 
a perfectly timed lob pass was 
slammed home by forward Ziggy 
Myles-Gilford.

The Tulalip faithful who 
filled the arena went into a frenzy. 
Chants of “Tulalip Power!”  rang 

out and fueled the boys to dominate 
from the point forward. A game 
changing 14-0 run ensued, thanks 
in part to the timely offensive 
rebounding and quick putbacks of 
forward Jaedynn Zackuse.

Heritage secured a 
convincing 70-53 victory, capped 
off by another Ziggy slam when 
he seemingly came out of nowhere 
to throw in a two-hand jam off an 
offensive rebound.

Following the team’s first 
step to glory, Ziggy shared, “Moses 
Lake tried to play me like I was a 
smaller player. I had to let them 
know that I’m a big in this league 
and that I can match up with the 
best of them. After my second 
dunk, I looked into the crowd and 

saw my family with their Ziggy 
slam sign. It made me happy to be 
able to deliver for them.”

 Added senior forward 
Davis Bachand, “After Ziggy got 
that dunk, the crowd was going 
crazy. We all feed off that energy. 
There’s nothing like knowing damn 
near the whole Rez is here cheering 
us on.”

Semi Finals
Momentum carried into the 

following day’s semi-final matchup 
against Almira Coulee Hartline 
High School. The Hawks once 
again showcased the defensive 
intensity and teamwork that defined 
their season. Every rebound was 
contested, every possession fought 

for. Tulalip controlled the tempo 
and steadily built a 27-12 lead, after 
going on an impressive 23-2 run. 

During intermission, 
assistant coach Alec Jones 
declared, “We’re locked in! We 
spent last evening breaking down a 
lot of film and reviewing our game 
plan. We can see that preparation 
is paying off in live time. The boys 
are bringing the physicality and 
attention to detail that’s necessary 
to win at this stage.” 

Almira Coulee would 
eventually go on a run of their 
own and the game tightened up in 
the second half. In those pressure-
fueled moments, the Hawks were 
able to lean on their team captain 
and scoring leader, senior Davien 
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Parks. He went full flamethrower, 
shooting an eye-popping 10/11 on 
2-point field goals and 2/4 from 
3-point land. His game-high 30 
points helped the Hawks claim a 
gritty 64-49 win and punched their 
ticket to the state championship 
game.

“When the game was close, 
I looked up into the crowd and saw 
all our people cheering and doing 
what they do to get us to rally. I 
actually got goosebumps seeing 
everyone go crazy after I made my 
first 3-pointer, and I wanted to keep 
that going,” admitted Davien post-
game. One of the faces in the crowd 
he saw especially clearly was his 

dad, Tyler Parks. “Yeah, if I can’t 
see him initially, then I can hear 
him. I wouldn’t be the basketball 
player that I am without my dad.”

In the final minute of their 
semi-final win, sophomore Peyton 
Hatch scored a nifty, lefty layup 
after slashing around multiple 
defenders, which received a 
thunderous ovation. “I can’t lie, 
the lights are bright here and I was 
nervous getting into the game,” he 
admitted later. “After I made that 
bucket, it felt amazing to feel the 
energy from my teammates and our 
crowd.”

State Final
Awaiting them on Saturday 

night was a familiar and formidable 
opponent, the Lummi Nation 
Blackhawks. The two tribal schools 
faced off four previous times this 
season. Lummi won all four by 
an average margin of 8 points. 
Heritage coaches, players, and 
faithful fans believed the fifth time 
would be different.

“We’ve been preaching to 
the boys about the need to box out 
and rebound. To me, that’s the key 
to beating Lummi. Also, staying 
disciplined on defense and not 
gambling for steals, getting caught 
reaching is a huge x-factor,” shared 

assistant coach Alan Enick prior 
to tip. It was a full circle moment 
for Alan as his dad, Leon, coached 
Heritage the last time they played 
for a state title back in 2007. “I 
remember that ’07 run like it was 
yesterday. Being a part of the 
program back then as a ball boy 
and water boy to now, today, being 
on the bench with another chance at 
a state title is special.”

What unfolded on the 
court over the next 90 minutes was 
the kind of championship battle 
that players dream about and fans 
never forget. Tulalip came out 
energized and poised, feeding off 
the thunderous support from their 

Continued on next page



News March 14, 2026    6



News March 14, 2026      7

fans who had traveled across the 
state to witness the moment. The 
Hawks held a slim 28-26 lead with 
3 seconds until halftime. A decisive 
inbound pass to guard J.J. Gray, 
who caught the ball with a running 
start, gave him just enough time 
to get up a half-court heave. The 
silent anticipation of a Hail Mary 
attempt was met with a lightning 
bolt interjection of energy as the 
ball went through the basket. Hail 
Mary answered. Heritage led 31-26 
at halftime.

But championship games 
rarely come easy. The momentum 
Tulalip created quickly dissipated 
after back-to-back turnovers to start 
the 3rd quarter. The boys went from 
up 5 to down 3 in, seemingly, a blink 
of an eye. The teams would trade 
tough bucket after tough bucket as 
both defenses were locked in and 
contesting all shot attempts. After 
Heritage got 3-point buckets by J.J. 
and Yari, Tokala Black Tomahawk 
got on the board with a layup.

By the end of the third 
period, the scoreboard read 43-43, 
setting up a dramatic fourth quarter 
for the state title.

The final frame a true test 
of grit and composure. Both teams 
battled for every inch of hardwood. 
Shots fell, momentum shifted, 
and the tension inside Spokane 
Arena built with every possession. 

The shortest player on the court, 
Heritage’s shooting guard J.J., was 
doing all he could to lift his team 
to victory. Poking the ball loose for 
steals, getting a chasedown block, 
and playing through contact to earn 
free-throw attempts. After Davien 
found a sliver of daylight to score 
off a floater, Tulalip trailed by only 
3 points, 51-54 with two minutes to 
play.

In the end, Lummi managed 
to create just enough separation in 
the closing moments to secure a 61-
56 victory. 

While the loss stung in the 
immediate aftermath, perspective 
quickly set in. In a state filled with 
talented programs, the Tulalip 
Heritage Hawks finished the 
season second in Washington. It’s 
a remarkable achievement that 
placed them among the very best.

“We went out there and 
approached every game with a 
dog mentality,” reflected J.J. after 
his 21-point showing. “We came 
up just short of bringing home the 
championship, but at the end of 
the day it is pretty cool when you 
consider that the top two teams in 
the state are both tribal schools. For 
me, personally, it was my best game 
of the year against Lummi, and I 
can hang my hat on that, knowing 
I gave them my best in the biggest 
game.”  

Silver Medalists
With the Winter Olympics 

recently concluding, the Hawks’ 
accomplishment carries a fitting 
comparison. They return home as 
silver medal winners representing 
excellence and pride for their 
community.

“These young men 
bought into something bigger 
than themselves through this state 
run. They showed up every day 
with toughness, discipline, and 
a commitment to each other that 
defines what our program is about,” 
shared head coach Shawn Sanchey 
post-tournament. “Finishing 
second in the state is an incredible 
accomplishment, but what makes 
me most proud isn’t the banner 
earned. It’s the growth. It’s the 
brotherhood. It’s the standard this 
team set that was too big for some 
people to realize around us.

“They battled through 
adversity, trusted the process, 
and represented our school and 
community the right way every 
single time they stepped on the 
floor. I can’t stress how proud 
and thankful I am of every player, 
every coach, and every person who 
supported this journey. This season 
will be remembered not just for 
how far we went, but for the culture 
these players helped build.”

If there was any doubt 
about what the team means to 
Tulalip, it disappeared the moment 
fans poured into Spokane Arena 
for the quarter-finals. Inside the 
massive venue, entire sections 
were draped in black and red, the 
proud colors of Tulalip Heritage. 
Tribal members made the five-hour 
trek over the mountains to be part 
of the moment. Children waved 
handmade signs, parents stood and 
cheered after every basket, and 
elders watched proudly as Tulalip 
athletes competed on the state’s 
biggest stage.

From tip-off to final buzzer, 
the sound of “Tulalip Power!” 
echoed across the arena floor. The 
sea of supporters represented every 
corner of the community, from 
students and families to alumni 
and elders, all united in their pride 
for the young men wearing Hawks 
jerseys.

For the players, coaches, 
and fans who experienced it 
together, the 2026 state tournament 
run will forever hold a special 
place in Tulalip history. Because 
sometimes the most meaningful 
victories aren’t measured only 
by trophies. Sometimes they’re 
measured in the way a team can 
bring an entire community together.
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By Wade Sheldon 
The Tulalip Tribes’ 

Skyline property, located 8 miles 
west of Monroe, provides tribal 
members with new opportunities 
to reconnect with the land through 
hunting, fishing, berry picking, and 
harvesting traditional plants used 
for medicines and teas. Managed 
by Tulalip Natural Resources and 
Forestry, the forested mountain 
property provides space for 
outdoor activities while continuing 
long-term stewardship of tribal 
lands. Tulalip Forestry Manager 
Tisen Fryberg said Skyline will 
allow tribal members to continue 
practicing traditional activities tied 
to the mountains.

The rugged terrain and 
gravel forest roads mean visitors 
may want a vehicle capable of 
handling rough conditions. Deer 
are commonly found in the area, 
and visitors may also encounter 
signs of bear, cougar, and elk 
moving through the forest. Fryberg 
also noted that about 192 acres 

within Skyline were recently 
replanted with young trees as part 
of Tulalip Forestry’s ongoing forest 
management efforts.

In addition to hunting 
opportunities, Skyline offers space 
for gathering traditional plants that 
have long been used by Coast Salish 
people for healing and wellness. 
Plants such as devil’s club, yarrow, 
fireweed, cedar, and stinging nettle 
grow throughout the mountainous 
forests of the Pacific Northwest and 
have been used for generations in 
teas and traditional medicines.

Access to Skyline is 
managed through a permit system 
overseen by the Tulalip Tribes 
Forestry Enterprise. Permits can 
be purchased at the cashier’s cage 
inside the Tulalip Administration 
Building. After obtaining a receipt, 
the Forestry Department will 
issue a gate key along with a map, 
rules and regulations packet, and 
a mirror hanger pass that must be 
clearly displayed on the vehicle 
while accessing Skyline.

One gate key is issued with 
each permit and provides access 
through two locked gates along the 
forest road system. Gate 1 is located 
off Cedar Ponds Road, while Gate 
2 sits approximately three miles 
farther along the mainline road.

The land between Gate 
1 and Gate 2 is not owned by the 
Tulalip Tribes, so visitors may 
only travel through that section 
while heading to Skyline. Hunting, 
harvesting, or other activities are 
not permitted in that area.

Permit holders are 
responsible for opening, closing, 
and locking both gates when 
entering and exiting Skyline. 
Anyone found leaving either gate 
unsecured may have their permit 
revoked. Any issues or damage 
to the gates should be reported to 
Tulalip Forestry.

Skyline is open seven days 
a week from sunrise to sunset, 
although Tulalip Forestry may limit 
access due to safety concerns, fire 
hazards, severe weather, or other 

land protection needs. All hunting, 
trapping, and fishing must follow 
Tulalip tribal regulations, and any 
harvested game must be reported 
to the Tulalip Wildlife Department 
within 24 hours.

Fires, open flames, 
fireworks, barbecues, and smoking 
outside of vehicles are prohibited 
to reduce wildfire risk. The use or 
possession of alcohol, marijuana, 
or illegal drugs while accessing 
Skyline is also prohibited. 
Firewood cutting is not allowed 
unless specifically authorized by 
Tulalip Forestry. Littering and 
dumping garbage are prohibited, 
and motorized recreational vehicles 
such as ATVs, UTVs, motorcycles, 
snowmobiles, and e-bikes are not 
allowed unless authorized for use 
on forest roads.

While camping within 
Skyline is being discussed for the 
future, it is not currently permitted.

Skyline is open for hunting and harvesting 
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Directions to Skyline
•	 Leave the Tulalip Administration Building and take 

Marine Drive to Interstate 5 southbound toward 
Everett.

•	 Take Exit 194 east toward Wenatchee and merge 
onto U.S. Highway 2 East. Continue for about 15 
miles.

•	 Turn right at the Shell gas station across from Mi 
Tierra Restaurant onto WA-203 South / North 
Lewis Street in Monroe.

•	 Continue about 1 mile, crossing the green bridge, 
then take the second left after the bridge onto Ben 
Howard Road. Look for the sign reading “Ben 
Howard River Access.”

•	 Follow Ben Howard Road for approximately 6 
miles, then turn right onto Cedar Ponds Road next 
to Baylor Farm, recognizable by two blue shacks 
or stables.

•	 Travel about ¼ mile, then turn right onto 299th Ave 
SE / Potson Road (marked with a green sign).

•	 Continue for about 2 miles, then stay right at the Y 
in the road.

•	 Continue another mile until reaching Cedar Ponds 
Lake, which will be on the left side.

•	 Bypass the blue gates along the way and continue 
past the lake. A dock with a slide will be visible on 
the water.

•	 Continue until you reach the yellow gate on the 
right side of the road, which marks the entrance 
toward Skyline.

•	 If you have trouble locating the gate, type “Cedar 
Ponds Lake” into your smartphone navigation 
system.

Skyline Access – Quick Facts
•	 Permits: Must be purchased at the cashier’s cage 

inside the Tulalip Administration Building.
•	 What you receive: A gate key, Skyline map, rules 

and regulations packet, and a mirror hanger pass 
that must be displayed in the vehicle.

•	 Gate 1 location: Latitude 47.8054, Longitude 
-121.80402 (off Cedar Ponds Road).

•	 Gate 2 location: Latitude 47.80704, Longitude 
-121.78111, approximately 3 miles past Gate 1.

•	 Important: The land between Gate 1 and Gate 2 is 
not owned by the Tulalip Tribes, so no hunting or 
other activities are allowed there. Visitors may only 
travel through that section to reach Skyline.

•	 Gate responsibility: Permit holders must open, 
close, and lock both gates when entering and 
leaving Skyline. Leaving a gate unsecured may 
result in permit revocation.

•	 Access hours: Sunrise to sunset, unless access 
is restricted by Tulalip Forestry due to safety or 
weather conditions.

•	 Report gate issues: Tulalip Forestry – 360-716-
4370

•	 Harvest reporting: Game harvested must be reported 
within 24 hours to the Tulalip Wildlife Department.
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	 Dear Gambling and your evil 
family members Fake Glinda and Fake 
Three Little Pigs, oh, and, the Wolf and 
his cute swishing tail, too!
I am done with you. I never want to see 
you anymore. I am thrilled to say that, 
and proud to make it true!
	 While I miss certain things about 
you, like winning (though that happened 
less and less), feeling lucky, feeling like 
I was Robin Hood stealing from you and 
giving to poor me, feeling smarter and 
less desperate than others in the room, 
having what seemed like “extra” money 
extracted from your grasp, even feeling 
sexy when in your midst.
	 I do not miss feeling like a piece 
of crap... being scared to have another 
home, taken away from myself and my 
dog… being unable to pay bills, to enjoy 
trips, cultural events, classes, new clothes 
and jewelry, new furniture and even a real 
bed… not having food for myself or my 
dog, or money for basic essentials like 
toilet paper, food, shampoo, soap, or for 
gas to get to medical appointments and 
community dinners or to the store to buy 
food… I often had no willpower to leave 
when I was winning!
	 I am angry at you being stronger 
than me, for bullying me and millions of 
other people who fell for your tricks. For 
convincing me I could win, should win, 
and would win despite the 25 years of 
evidence that my balance sheet was well 
in the negative.
	 I resent you for lying to me. En-
ticing me. Stealing from me and not feel-
ing sorry. For giving me a lot once in a 
great while and then nothing for months.
	 I am sorry that I gave you per-
mission to waste my time, health, money, 
safety – and that of my animal. I am very 
sorry I lied to myself about being able to 
get up and leave – not just go to a dif-
ferent machine – but go out the door and 
drive away with money won!
	 I am relieved I don’t have to see 

you or spend time with you anymore. 
And I am relieved and proud that I don’t 
want you any more. You cost me my 
life!  So many things I never achieved 
or got around to doing. Many evictions 
from apartments that I was forced to 
leave. Peace of mind lost. Self-respect 
lost. Faith in myself lost. The ability to 
feel like someone who isn’t flawed, cru-
el, selfish, and insane – and the desire 
to sabotage myself time and time again. 
Was gambling a symptom? It was a place 
holder for all the people who caused so 
much pain – a replacement for a sad, 
pitiful place to feel I didn’t deserve to or 
didn’t have the ability to live a happy, suc-
cessful life. Proving my mother’s words 
“you’ll never amount to anything!”
	 I learned that I cannot trust my-
self without help. I have an addict mind-
set that will entice me to overdo anything, 
including spending money un-wisely. I 
learned that I have a strong sense of en-
titlement not to have to follow conven-
tional rules and or follow conventional 
ideals. I have a deep affinity for expen-
sive things. That keeps me ever working 
and feeling the poor step child.
	 I also learned that there are many 
ways to enjoy life without you. To be 
happy without you. That the joy of pay-
ing my bills, taking good care of my dog, 
my home and myself – a feeling of being 
responsible and accountable – is much 
stronger, more satisfying and awe inspir-
ing than any bright light, flashing slots, 
the omnipresent illusion of jackpots or 
anything else you can do for me. I can 
live free from addiction, I can reclaim my 
life, I am learning to live untethered, live 
with peace of mind, ease, and with grace 
and authenticity. 

Goodbye gambling! And good riddance!

Submitted by 
Sarah Sense-Wilson (Oglala)
Problem Gambling Coordinator

What is Problem 
Gambling Awareness 

Month?
Submitted by 
Sarah Sense-Wilson (Oglala)
Problem Gambling Coordinator
	 Held annually in March, Problem Gam-
bling Awareness Month (PGAM) is a nationwide 
grassroots campaign spearheaded by the National 
Council on Problem Gambling (NCPG) to raise 
public awareness of problem gambling and pro-
mote prevention, treatment, and recovery services.
	 The 2026 Problem Gambling Awareness 
Month theme, “Recovery Builds, Stronger Fu-
tures,” emphasizes the importance of a community 
driven approach to problem gambling awareness 
and support. When a community comes together - 
friends, families, educators, healthcare providers, 
local partners, and policymakers -  silence is re-
placed with support, and isolation is replaced with 
connection.
	 This year our Tulalip Tribes Problem 
Gambling Program is hosting four community-
wide events. March 6th is Frybread Friday held 
at Tulalip Tribes Resource Recovery Center at 
12noon-2:30pm. Giveaways and fun swag items 
will be shared, along with fresh, fluffy, golden, de-
licious frybread. Join us in a community conversa-
tion about Problem Gambling. 
On March 20th we will be presenting on problem 
gambling at Tulalip Heritage High School. Educa-
tion is empowerment, and when we are informed, 
we make healthier choices supporting our wellbe-
ing as individuals and as a community. 
	 Our grand finale event will be at the Tu-
lalip Resort Ballrooms on Sunday March 29th at 
5:30pm. This year our theme is ‘Recovery Builds, 
Stronger Futures’.  Featured presenters include the 
dynamic big auntie energy Master of Ceremony 
Theda New Breast (Blackfeet), and Notorious 
Cree as keynote performer and multitalented hoop 
dancer. Recovery speakers, and traditional story-
telling with Natosha Gobin (Tulalip) and 206 big 
drum singers Terrance Sabbas and Ian LaFountain. 
A bountiful seafood buffet will not disappoint, 
along with desserts, appetizers and more. Give-
away items, photo booth, and special acknowledg-
ments throughout the event. This event is family 
friendly, and we know it will be another wonderful 
event lifting- up our recovery community through 
inspiring entertainment, laughter, love and togeth-
erness. 
	 To RSVP for the PG Dinner event please 
contact us at (360) 716-4400
 

Goodbye letter to gambling 
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Court 
notices

T U L - C V- Y I - 2 0 1 3 - 0 1 7 8 . 
SUMMONS BY PUBLICA-
TION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip WA. In Re the Welfare 
of: K. C. M. TO: TABATHA 
MARIE MELTON: YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
Youth in Need of Care (YINC) 
case was re-opened with the 
above-listed case number in 
the above-listed Court pursu-
ant to TTC 4.05 regarding the 
above-listed youth. You are 
hereby summoned to appear 
and defend in person regard-
ing the above-entitled action 
at the PERMANENT PLAN 
REVIEW HEARING AF-
TER YINC REOPENING on 
TUESDAY, APRIL 07, 2026 
at 10:30 A.M. – IN PERSON. 
This will be an IN PERSON 
hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. 
NOTICE: You have important 
legal rights, and you must take 
steps to protect your interests.  
IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
JUDGMENT WILL BE REN-
DERED AGAINST YOU. Date 
first published:February 
7, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0064 and 
TUL-CV-YI-2026-0065. SUM-
MONS BY PUBLICATION Tul-
alip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In 
Re the Welfare of: E. M. E. and 
In Re the Welfare of H. J. E. TO: 
JESSE DON EISENBARTH: 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that two Youth in Need of Care 
(YINC) cases were opened with 
the above-listed case numbers in 
the above-named Court pursu-
ant to TTC 4.05 regarding these 
two above-listed youths. You are 
hereby summoned to appear 
and defend in person regarding 
the above-entitled actions at 
the ADJUDICATORY HEAR-
INGS AS TO FATHER ONLY on 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026 
at 09:00 A.M. – IN PERSON. 
These will be IN PERSON 
hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite 
B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: 
You have important legal rights, 
and you must take steps to pro-
tect your interests.  IF YOU 
FAIL TO ANSWER JUDG-
MENT WILL BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first pub-
lished: February 14, 2026.  




