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By Micheal Rios
	 After earning a 2nd place finish at Tri-
Districts, the (20-5) Heritage Hawks earned a 
much-appreciated opening round bye in the 
WIAA State Tournament. The Tulalip boys 
were awarded the #3 overall seed and as such 
were designated the home team for their round 
two matchup with the (23-2) Liberty Christian 
Patriots. The game was played at a neutral 
site, Mount Vernon High School, on Saturday, 
February 28.
	 Prior to tipoff, Heritage head coach 
Shawn Sanchey said, “Getting the first-round 
bye gave us time to watch a lot of film. We’ve 
been preaching to the boys all year about 
the importance of ball movement and player 
movement. Not getting stagnant and not finding 
ourselves standing around, not moving. Now, 
we’ve decided to tweak our offense a little bit 
to emphasize that movement even more. The 
goal is to maximize our team’s strengths and 
catch our opponent’s off guard with plays they 
aren’t prepared for.”
	 Junior guard J.J. Gray scored the 
first bucket of the game after a strong take 
saw him blow by multiple defenders caught 
flatfooted. A couple of possessions later, the 
Hawks showcased ball movement at its finest. 
Senior forward Davis Bachand came up with 
a steal and found a streaking Tayari Archibald 
in the open court. Instead of taking the layup, 
Yari waited a beat and then lobbed a perfectly 
placed alley-oop to Ziggy Myles-Gilford who 
threw down a thunderous two-handed dunk. 
Tulalip only led 4-0, but the boys were setting 
the tone early that this was statement game.
	 Davis would connect on back-to-back 
corner 3s to secure a 14-9 advantage after 
one quarter of play. The shooting prowess of 
the Hawks would continue in the 2nd quarter. 
Senior Davien Parks and sophomore Yari 
would both catch fire from the floor and make 
four buckets a piece to pace their team. Ziggy 
would again make another highlight play late 
in the 2nd when he went air born to collect an 
offensive rebound and jammed it over multiple 
Patriots defenders. 
	 Tulalip led 37-21 when chants of 
“Tulalip Power!” rang out from the Mount 

Hawks soar to Spokane after 
prevailing over Patriots, 70-63
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Vernon bleachers with a minute 
to play before halftime. Heritage’s 
defense came up back-to-back 
stops and suddenly Yari found 
himself with the ball and only 
seconds until halftime. As is his 
style, he casually dribbled into 
a step back 3-pointer. Never 
appearing rushed, the six-foot 
guard hit nothing but nylon as the 
buzzer sounded. Tulalip led 40-21 
at the half.
	  “Once our boys settled 
down and locked into the game 
plan, you could see how effective 

all our players became,” said coach 
Shawn during the intermission. 
“Offensively, it comes down to 
staying patient, making good 
passes, and attacking their weak 
spots. Defensively, we want to 
make their lead guards work every 
time they touch the ball and to 
continue helping each other. We 
know they have a size advantage, 
but we have the speed and shooting 
advantage. As long as we continue 
to play for each other and see the 
bigger picture, we’re going to be a 
problem for anyone waiting for us 
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in Spokane.”
	 The game tightened up in the 2nd half, 
but nearly doubling up their opponent gave the 
Hawks a big cushion to play with. Sophomore 
Peyton Hatch and junior Jaedynn Zackuse 
both got in the scoring column with well-timed 
rebounds and positioning. They contributions 
kept Tulalip comfortably in the lead, 52-38, at 
the end of the 3rd quarter.
	 Down the home stretch of the 4th quarter, 
Heritage’s offense was most effective being 
played through the stone cold shooter, Yari. 
Tulalip’s perimeter shooting had completely 
disappeared in the 2nd half before Yari drained 
two 3-pointers midway through the final frame. 

He also drained five clutch free-throws in 
closing minutes to seal Tulalip’s 70-63 win over 
the Patriots and propel his team to Spokane with 
a dub.
	 Yari led all Hawks scorers with 21 
points, while Davien and Ziggy added 14 points 
each.
	 After the game, Yari shared, “I’ve been 
playing this game my whole life. Whether its 
just shooting around or at practice, I’m shooting 
like the game is on the line. When the game 
got close there late, I was hoping to get the ball 
because I want to take those big shots.”
	 In attendance for this game was Yari’s 
big brother, professional basketball player and 

Tulalip icon RaeQuan Battle. “It feels great for 
me to be home right now and be able to watch 
these guys play playoff basketball,” he said. 
“I know what my brother is capable of on the 
basketball court and to see him show out today 
like he did is amazing. I’m excited for this 
Heritage team. Making it to Spokane two years 
in a row is tough to do, and they did it. They are 
looking to put their names in the history books, 
for sure.”
	 Next up, the Heritage Hawks will soar 
to Spokane where they will play under the bright 
lights of Numerica Veterans Arena in search of 
defensive stops, offensive buckets, and the best 
kind of hardwood glory – a State championship.
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Removing 
barriers to 

employment
By Wade Sheldon 

For many tribal members, 
barriers such as permanent physical 
or mental impairment, medical 
conditions, substance use disorder, 
suspended driver’s licenses, past 
legal issues, or limited work history 
can make steady employment feel 
out of reach. The North Intertribal 
Vocational Rehabilitation Program 
is addressing those barriers one by 
one, helping Native individuals 
move toward stable and meaningful 
work.

At Tulalip and in 
neighboring Native communities, 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Counselor Sandy Gotts with 
the North Intertribal Vocational 
Rehabilitation Program works 
directly with clients, helping them 
identify their goals and remove the 
obstacles standing in their way.

“We don’t find jobs for 
people,” Sandy explained. “What 
we do is help eliminate the barriers 
of why they haven’t been able to 
become employed.”

The process begins with 
an application and eligibility 
determination. Once approved, 
clients work one-on-one with 
Sandy to develop an individualized 
employment plan. That plan 
outlines a clear employment goal, 
identifies the barriers to progress, 
and determines the steps needed to 
reach it.

The program is available 
to enrolled members of federally 
recognized tribes who qualify, 
reside in Skagit, Snohomish, or 
Whatcom counties, and have a 
permanent physical or mental 
impairment that affects their ability 
to find or keep employment. They 
must need vocational rehabilitation 
services and be able to benefit 
from those services to achieve an 

employment goal.
Disabilities may include 

diabetes, arthritis, depression, 
hearing or vision loss, substance 
use disorders, learning difficulties, 
or permanent injuries such as 
back or head trauma. If a medical 
condition or recovery journey has 
made it difficult to get or keep a 
job, assistance may be available.

Many referrals originate 
from Family Services, Behavioral 
Health, and the Wellness Program. 
A significant number of clients 
are either currently in treatment 
for substance use disorder, 
transitioning out of treatment, or 
rebuilding stability during recovery 
while working toward employment 
goals.

At Tulalip and in 
neighboring Native communities, 
Sandy Gotts works directly with 
clients through the program, 
helping them identify their 
goals and remove the obstacles 
standing in their way.

Services may include.
•	 disability evaluation and 

assessment
•	 vocational exploration and 

goal setting
•	 resume development and 

job search assistance
•	 vocational training
•	 education assistance
•	 medical referrals
•	 transportation assistance
•	 assistive devices
•	 behavioral health 

counseling
•	 advocacy and coordination 

with other programs

One of the most 
impactful services in recent 
years has been assistance with 
restoring driver’s licenses. 
With changes in state law 
allowing individuals to enter 
payment plans for outstanding 
fines, many tribal members can 
now regain eligibility for their 
licenses. The program can help 
cover testing fees, license costs, 
insurance, tabs, and, in some 
cases, vehicle-related needs, 
removing a major barrier to 

employment and supporting long-
term recovery.

Sandy shared the story 
of one woman who came to the 
program after years of struggling 
with substance use disorder. Nearly 
two years sober and working toward 
reunification with her children, she 
needed help rebuilding her life. 
Through vocational counseling 
and support, she restored her 
driver’s license, addressed court-
related barriers, built a resume, 
and explored her interest in 
working with children. She secured 
employment at a childcare center 
and has now held the lead role 
there for nearly two years. She has 
regained custody of her children 
and secured stable housing.

“That’s just one of so many 
stories,” Sandy said. “When people 
remove those barriers and have the 
right support, they succeed.”

If you are a Native 
American or Alaska Native living 
in Skagit, Snohomish, or Whatcom 
counties and have a disability or 
condition that has made it difficult 
to obtain or maintain employment, 
help may be available through 
NIVRP.

To learn more or begin the 
application process, contact Sandy 
Gotts at sgotts@stillaguamish.com 
or call (360) 502-5589.
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Court notices

William B Janes
	 William B Janes was born in St. Louis, MO 
on January 6, 1935 and he passed away on February 
22 at the age of 91. Bill and Diane Janes were married 
and celebrated 56 years together. His parents were 
John Valle Janes and Genevieve Barnickel Janes. Bill 
was devoted to his four daughter’s, Carrie, Valle and 
Kelley Janes and his stepdaughter Julie Baker Janes 

whom he loved, cared for and cherished. Bill served 
in the US Army 82nd airborne. He was an adventurer, 
businessman and craftsman. He lived life large. His 
favorite past time was eating good food with good 
friends while sharing good stories.
	 A celebration of life was held Friday, Feb. 27, 
2026 at 10:00 AM at the Gathering Hall with burial 
following  at Mission Beach Cemetery.

TUL-CV-YI-2013-0178. SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tul-
alip WA. In Re the Welfare of: K. C. M. 
TO: TABATHA MARIE MELTON: YOU 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth in 
Need of Care (YINC) case was re-opened 
with the above-listed case number in the 
above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 
regarding the above-listed youth. You are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend 
in person regarding the above-entitled 
action at the PERMANENT PLAN RE-
VIEW HEARING AFTER YINC RE-
OPENING on TUESDAY, APRIL 07, 
2026 at 10:30 A.M. – IN PERSON. This 
will be an IN PERSON hearing in Tulalip 
Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, 
Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You 
have important legal rights, and you must 
take steps to protect your interests.  IF 
YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT 
WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. 
Date first published:February 7, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0064 and TUL-CV-
YI-2026-0065. SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. 
In Re the Welfare of: E. M. E. and In Re 
the Welfare of H. J. E. TO: JESSE DON 
EISENBARTH: YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that two Youth in Need of Care 
(YINC) cases were opened with the 
above-listed case numbers in the above-
named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 re-
garding these two above-listed youths. 
You are hereby summoned to appear and 
defend in person regarding the above-
entitled actions at the ADJUDICATORY 
HEARINGS AS TO FATHER ONLY on 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026 at 09:00 
A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN 
PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, 
WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important 
legal rights, and you must take steps to 
protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO 
ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE REN-
DERED AGAINST YOU. Date first pub-
lished: February 14, 2026.  




