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you are capitalizing on those opportunities 
by showing up and announcing that your 
voice matters, your identity matters, and 
your presence matters. You all aren’t just the 
leaders of tomorrow. You are the leaders of 
now.”

The former Youth Council members 
and the audience members selected as 
witnesses, time and time again, praised the 
current Youth Council’s cohesion, cultural 
grounding, and confidence in advocating for 
their peers. According to the enthusiastic 
speakers, today’s youth leaders have access 
to clearer pathways to civic engagement and 
receive broader community support. This has 
amplified the ability of today’s youth to effect 
meaningful change.

The reflections of each speaker 
illustrate the very essence of Season of 
Healing 2.0, which is progress rooted in 
continuity. The seeds planted years ago have 
grown, and the next generation is standing 
taller because of it.

“When I look around at not just the 
current Youth Council members, but all the 
youth at this gathering, I see many who were 
so quiet and timid just a few years ago,” noted 
witness Melissa Gobin, Natural Resources 
Education Outreach coordinator. “But now 
they’ve come out of their shells and have 

chosen to be leaders. It makes me so proud. 
Seeing you all grow and find yourselves just 
fills me with such joy because I feel like the 
ultimate auntie.”

The evening culminated in a 
compelling blanket ceremony honoring each 
youth in attendance. One by one, adults 
stepped forward to wrap the young people in 
custom-made quilts designed specifically for 
the occasion.

Each quilt depicted a Coast Salish 
individual adorned in cedar regalia, their long 
hair braided into a single, beautiful braid. 
Prominently displayed at the top of each quilt 
was the Lushootseed language. At the bottom, 
the phrase was translated into English: “Our 
ancestors stand behind us and set the path 
before us.”

By concluding Season of Healing 
2.0 with a focus on youth empowerment, 
Tulalip leadership reaffirmed a foundational 
truth that healing is sustained by uplifting the 
unwavering spirits of our young people.

“Its so powerful when we get the 
chance to come together as a community and 
reflect on how much our youth have grown,” 
concluded witness Andy Williams. “They’ve 
really poured their hearts into this Youth 
Council platform, and our Tribe is better 
because of it.” 

“When I look around at not just the current Youth Council 
members, but all the youth at this gathering, I see many who 
were so quiet and timid just a few years ago. It makes me so 
proud. Seeing you all grow and �nd yourselves just �lls me 

with such joy because I feel like the ultimate auntie.”

- Melissa Gobin
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12th man as 1
By Wade Sheldon; Photos courtesy of 

Josh Fryberg (JEE-LEETS-KYNAM), Alan 
Enick, Eliza Davis, Theresa Sheldon, Scott 
Rehaume, and Marilyn Sheldon

Under bright blue skies and rare 
February sunshine, downtown Seattle glowed 
almost as brightly as the Lombardi Trophy on 
Wednesday, February 11. The winter chill gave 
way to clear, crisp air as nearly a million fans 
poured into the city, their blue and green jerseys 
reflecting in the sunlight that felt more like early 
fall than midwinter. For Tulalip tribal members 
who made the journey south, the sunshine 
added something symbolic to the celebration, 
a championship moment shared with family, 
community, and the entire Pacific Northwest.

For Tulalip tribal member William 
Burchett, the parade marked the payoff of 
patience and belief. Burchett and his wife, 
Katie, both tribal members, have held season 
tickets for three years after waiting 11 years on 

the list. The opportunity did not come easily. “I 
actually lost an earlier opportunity back in 2009 
because I didn’t follow up on the notification,” 
he said. “That one still stings a little, but I’m 
just grateful to have them now. The wait was 
absolutely worth it.”

Having invested more than a decade 
hoping for seats, Burchett said he recognized 
early signs that this season could become 
something special. When every player reported 
to Organized Team Activities in the spring, he 
saw a level of commitment that stood out. Even 
after a Week 11 loss to the Los Angeles Rams, 
his confidence in the team’s direction remained 
steady. He viewed that moment as a challenge 
that would strengthen the roster rather than 
derail it.

His belief solidified during the Week 16 
overtime win against the Rams on primetime 
Thursday Night Football. “Something about that 
game just felt different,” Burchett explained. 
“That’s when I thought there was no stopping 
the Seahawks.” Convinced of their trajectory, 
he placed a bet back in May predicting Seattle 
would win the NFC West. “I just wish I had put 
one down for the Super Bowl, too,” he added.

Standing among the massive crowd 
lining 4th Avenue on parade day, Burchett said 
one moment stood above the rest. “Hearing 
the 12th Man echo down 4th Avenue when the 
parade started is something I’ll never forget,” he 
said. With the sun overhead and the city unified 
in celebration, he felt the fans’ energy carried 
the day. “The fans proved why we’re the best. 
And I can’t wait to do it again next year.”

Tulalip tribal member Alan Enick 
approached February 11 with determination. 
After missing the 2014 championship parade 
due to heavy traffic near Everett Mall, he made 
sure this time would be different. Enick left 
his home at 6 a.m., boarded the light rail in 
Lynnwood, and arrived in Seattle before 7 a.m. 
to secure a spot along the route.

As the morning progressed, the streets 
filled beyond capacity. “You really had to be 
there to understand how special it was,” Enick 
said. “It was shoulder-to-shoulder downtown. 
You could barely turn around without bumping 
into someone.” Despite the tightly packed 
crowd, he described the atmosphere as positive 
and unified, with strangers sharing chants, 
smiles, and excitement as the players passed by.
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For Tulalip tribal member 
Josh Fryberg (JEE-LEETS-
KYNAM), the championship 
celebration became a family 
memory. The drive into Seattle 
took nearly two hours just to reach 
a parking garage, and they arrived 
around 9 a.m., prepared to spend 
the day surrounded by fellow 12s. 
“Being there with my family and 
all the 12s was amazing,” Fryberg 

said. “The vibes were good, and 
everyone brought positive energy 
to share the experience together. 
It’s definitely a memory we’ll hold 
onto for a long time.”

Positioned near one of 
the stadium gates where players 
entered, Fryberg and his family 
experienced an unexpected 
highlight. His sons, Josh Jr. and 
Dan Dan, created a handmade sign 

that caught the attention of several 
Seahawks players. What began as 
a hopeful gesture quickly turned 
into direct interaction. “They 
ended up getting autographs from 
six different Seahawks players 
and even one of the media guys,” 
Fryberg shared. “They got a bunch 
of high fives from players and staff 
too. They absolutely loved it.”

From Tulalip to downtown 

Seattle, the celebration reflected 
more than a championship victory. 
It brought families together, 
strengthened community bonds, 
and showcased the pride Tribal 
members carry for their team.

As Fryberg summed up the 
spirit of the day: “12th Man as 1.”

By Micheal Rios
	 The Tulalip Heritage girls basketball team 
hit the road for another loser-out game in the District 
1B playoff tournament. This time, they would play 
all the way up in Lummi. Their opponent was 
the Grace Academy Eagles led by Tulalip tribal 
members Catherine Velasquez and Tashina Cortez. 
A trip to Tri-Districts on the line.
	 The cross-town rivals split their two regular 
season matchups. In the first, back on January 6, 
Tulalip won 36-24 at Grace. In the second, played 
January 30, it was Grace Academy who prevailed 
36-34 at Heritage in thrilling fashion thanks, in 
large part, to Tashina’s late-game heroics.
	 Prior to the playoff game, assistant coach 
Deandra Grant admitted, “I can’t even lie, the 
girls’ energy at practice has been flat. They’ve just 
been going through the motions, not really fired 
up for this game at all, but we’re hopeful once the 
game begins, that competitive spirit will take hold. 
Especially since we’re playing Grace, a team we’re 
very familiar with, they know there’s a lot on the 
line. If I’m predicting an x-factor today, I’m saying 
the team energy. Not from one player either, the 
entire team.” 

Round 3 
goes to 
Grace:

Late steal 
sinks Tulalip 

in playoff 
thriller

Continued on next page
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	 If nothing else, Round 
3 between Tulalip and Grace 
would be memorable. That honest 
reflection coach Deandra shared 
regarding a lack of energy was 
evident in the early going. Even 
though the girls only trailed by a 
single point, 3-4, after one quarter 
of play, they just appeared to be 
lagging. Shooting air balls, hitting 
the bottom of the rim, and even the 
side of the backboard on jumpers 
further demonstrated the energy 
being off from the usually high-
spirited Lady Hawks.
	 Tulalip’s coaches routinely 
called for “more hustle, ladies!” 

as the 2nd quarter played out. 
A midrange jump shot by Lilly 
Jefferson and a putback layup by 
Raylee Lewis kept the Lady Hawks 
in the game, even though they were 
doubled up, 7-14, at halftime.
	 Coming out of halftime, 
several Lady Hawks players shared 
that their coaches gave them the 
verbal fuel they needed to ignite 
their competitive spirits. And, boy, 
did it show.
	 It was a completely 
different level of intensity in the 3rd 
quarter. The girls were playing light 
on their feet, jumping passing lanes 
to come up with steals, and crashing 

the glass to secure rebounds. Their 
defense sparked the offense, too. 
Raylee scored again, Madison 
Sheldon knocked down two 
buckets, Janeisha Zackuse scored 
in the paint, and Aylani Lewis got 
on the board with a bank shot.
	 For the entirety of the 3rd 
quarter, the remarkable turnaround 
in effort and energy showed on 
the scoreboard. The Lady Hawks 
defense only gave up 3 points 
to Grace, while the Lady Hawks 
offense was humming. The result 
was a 17-17 tie entering the 4th 
quarter. 
	 On Tulalip’s opening 

possession in the 4th, the freshman 
shooter Madison casually knocked 
down an elbow jumper to put the 
Lady Hawks up 19-17. Moments 
later, Grace Academy senior 
forward and Tulalip tribal member, 
Catherine, knocked down a baseline 
jumper to notch the game at 19-19. 

The Lady Hawks 
immediately countered when 
Janeisha collected an offensive 
board and managed to shake off 
contact to score in the paint. She 
was also fouled on the play, which 
meant a trip to the free-throw line 
for a possible and-1. She calmly 
made the free throw attempt and 



News February 21, 2026      9

put the Lady Hawks up 22-19 with six and 
a half minutes to go. 
	 With the defense turned up to 
the max and the pressure of a playoff W 
weighing in heavily, neither team mustered 
any points over the next five minutes. It 
wasn’t until the 90 second mark that Grace 
managed to end the scoreless drought 
when they hit a 3-pointer. Tied again, at 
22-22, it was Raylee who collected an 
offensive rebound and, with a slight pump 
fake, managed to draw contact and earn a 
trip to the free throw line. Under a minute 
to go, Raylee showed major poise and 
made both free throws. Her Lady Hawks 
led 24-22.
	 Thirty seconds on the game clock 
and with the ball and the lead, Tulalip 
looked to have the playoff game secured. 
However, Grace Academy guard and 
Tulalip tribal member, Tashina, begged 
to differ. She refused to accept defeat and 
instead of hanging her head, she came up 
with a career highlight. Tashina pressed 
Heritage’s ballhandlers, anticipated a pass 
perfectly, got a steal, and, with seconds 
remaining, finished over and around 
contact by two Lady Hawks. Bucket and 
the foul. Tashina tied the game at 24-24 
with her jumper, then gave Grace a 25-24 
lead with a made free throw. Game. Set. 
Match.
	 For the Heritage Lady Hawks, 
it was a devastating loss as their season 
came to an abrupt end. For Grace’s two 
Tulalip hoopers, it was a moment of 
absolute elation. Tashina and Catherine 
literally jumped for joy when the game 
clock sounded.
	 “I couldn’t believe I came up 
with the steal, but in that moment I knew 
I had to shoot it as quickly as possible, 
and fortunately it went in,” said Tashina. 
	 “Tashina’s been clutch for us so 
many times this season, and to be on the 
court with her and witness her do it again, 
it’s amazing,” added Catherine. “I feel bad 
for the Heritage seniors because this is 
their final game, but I’m also excited that 
my senior season isn’t over yet. I’m not 
done.”

A quick look was shared between 
her and Tashina. The pair are more like 
sisters than teammates. Then Catherine 
corrected herself, “We’re not done!”
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Court notices
Notice by Publication.  TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner v. CHRISTOPHER RAY ENICK AND SAMANTHA 
BIRD GOSHORN, Respondents.  Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-PA-2025-1186.  To the above-named Respondents: You are 
hereby summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 10:30 a.m. on April 6, 2026.  You must 
attend the hearing AND answer the complaint and motion to compel by filing a response with the court and serving your response 
on the Petitioner at the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this summons.  If you fail to do so, judgement will 
be entered against you according to the demand of the complaint.  Petitioner has also moved to compel genetic testing, and this 
will be granted if there is no response.  This is a paternity case.  A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court Clerk.  
Date summons first published: January 17, 2026. Address for service: Tulalip Child Support Program, 6406 Marine Drive, Tulalip, 
Washington 98271.

TUL-CV-YI-2013-0178. SUMMONS BY PUB-
LICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In 
Re the Welfare of: K. C. M. TO: TABATHA MA-
RIE MELTON: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that a Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was 
re-opened with the above-listed case number in 
the above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 re-
garding the above-listed youth. You are hereby 
summoned to appear and defend in person re-
garding the above-entitled action at the PER-
MANENT PLAN REVIEW HEARING AFTER 
YINC REOPENING on TUESDAY, APRIL 07, 
2026 at 10:30 A.M. – IN PERSON. This will be 
an IN PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; 
go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 
98271. NOTICE: You have important legal 
rights, and you must take steps to protect your 
interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDG-
MENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. 
Date first published:February 7, 2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0064 and TUL-CV-YI-2026-0065. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the 
Welfare of: E. M. E. and In Re the Welfare of H. J. E. TO: JESSE DON EISENBARTH: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
two Youth in Need of Care (YINC) cases were opened with the above-listed case numbers in the above-named Court pursuant 
to TTC 4.05 regarding these two above-listed youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding the 
above-entitled actions at the ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS AS TO FATHER ONLY on TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026 at 09:00 
A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 
98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: February 14, 2026.  

Michael Glen 
Pablo Sr.

	 Michael Glen Pablo Sr. 
was born on January 30, 1978, and 
passed away peacefully on Janu-
ary 29, 2026, surrounded by fam-
ily.
Michael was a proud father and 
grandfather, and his greatest joy in 
life was his family. He was a dedi-
cated fisherman who found peace 
and purpose on the water. Fishing 
was not just a livelihood; it was a 
way of life he carried with pride.
	 In addition to fishing, Mi-
chael was a talented carver, served 
on the Fish Commission, and was 
a skilled carpenter. He was a natu-

ral leader, someone who was never 
afraid to stand up, speak out, and 
represent his people. Whether in 
a meeting or a room full of oth-
ers, he spoke with confidence and 
pride, from his heart.
	 Michael is survived by his 
eight children: Michael Jr. (Tay-
lor), Mikaylee (Nyamel), Ruth, 
JC, Lincoln, Madison, James, and 
Paiten; and his beloved grand-
daughter, Xeraya.
	 He is also survived by his 
parents, Teresa Sligar and Dan 
Pablo Sr. (Stephanie); his siblings, 
Summer White (Kanim), Dan Pab-
lo Jr. (Kelsie), Nicole Pablo, Cory 
Pablo (Samantha), Stan Rude 
(Shandra), Destiny Sligar, Jenni-
fer Youngblood, and Jessey Price; 

his nieces and nephews: Anthony 
(Michelle), Rielly, Sierra, Terren, 
Keldan, Kileea, Kalese, Kaylani, 
Eternity, Jimya, Daylen, Jimmy 
Jr., Summer, Violet, Alexis, Jezi, 
Max, and Emma; and many great 
nieces and nephews.
	 Michael was preceded in 
death by his grandparents: Louis 
Pablo Sr., Leota Pablo, Violet 
“Speedy” Parks, Orivelle Harri-
son, Glen Parks, and Elida Parks.
	 Michael will be remem-
bered as a leader, a man who car-
ried himself with pride and spoke 
for those he represented. His leg-
acy lives on through his children, 
granddaughter, family, and the tra-
ditions he upheld.

Waynetta Joy Iukes
	 Waynetta Joy Iukes was 
born on September 25, 1969, and 
passed away on February 3, 2026. 
	 She was preceded in death 
by her mother, Geraldine Williams, 
and by Byron Iukes. 
	 Waynetta is survived by her 
father, Nelson Iukes Sr. and her fa-
ther, Arthur Williams Sr.; her chil-
dren, Melinda Napeahi, Nahale Na-
peahi, and Marquell Napeahi;her 
grandchildren Tessa, Kaeden, 

Maia, Alissa, and Karson; her sib-
lings, Ron Iukes, Rose Iukes, Nel-
son Iukes Jr., Allen Iukes, George 
Williams, Jacqueline Williams, 
Jobey Williams, Carnegie Williams 
and Veronica Iukes; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Waynetta had 
a heart that embraced everyone she 
loved and cared for and was known 
as “Nana” to many. Her love knew 
no bounds. She also shared a very 
special bond with her best friend, 
Optimus, who held a treasured 
place in her heart.

	 Waynetta will be remem-
bered for her kind and generous 
heart, her unconditional love for 
family, and the warmth she showed 
to everyone she met. She touched 
countless lives and will be deeply 
missed.
	 An evening service was 
held Wed. Feb. 11, 2026 at 6 PM 
at the Tulalip Gathering Hall. Fu-
neral Service was Thursday, Feb. 
12, 2026 at 9 AM at the Gathering 
Hall with burial at Mission Beach 
Cemetery.




