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By Micheal Rios

Opening Round vs. Grace
	 The (16-4) Heritage 
Hawks entered the District 1B 
playoffs as the #2 seed. After a 
chaotic regular season that saw 
multiple game postponements 
and a rash of injuries that 
sidelined several players, the 
coaching staff is hopeful the 
turbulence is finally behind 
them. Leaving nothing but 
smooth sailing as they hope to 
peak in the playoffs. 
	 “Between the weather 
and flooding in December and 
the players we had in and out of 
the lineup due to injuries, the first 
half the season was chaotic, to 
say the least,” shared head coach 
Shawn Sanchey. “We finally 
have a roster at full health and 
have been able to get our reps in 
at practice. I feel like we’re just 
now getting into our flow. We 
want to keep that momentum 
going now that it’s playoff time, 
and hopefully everything will 

peak for us as we officially begin 
our march to State.”
	 Their opening round 
opponent was Grace Academy. 
The game was played at Francy 
J. Sheldon gymnasium on 
Thursday, February 5. 
	 From the opening tip 
it was all Hawks, all the time. 
Offensively, seven Hawks 
scored in the 1st quarter. 
Everyone being a willing passer 
and giving up a good shot for a 
great one made it impossible for 
Grace Academy to play effective 
defense. Heritage jumped out to 
a 22-6 lead, which they extended 
to 52-12 at halftime. 
	 Sophomore shooting 
guard Tayari Archibald led 
all scorers at halftime with 13 
points. He had the home crowd 
oohing and awing with his long-
range shooting. He even splashed 
a 3-pointer from well behind the 
arc, nearly Steph Curry range, 
right before intermission. 
	 “I didn’t even know I was 
that far back, to be honest,” said 

Yari. “I was feeling good against 
their zone and knew I could get 
my shot anytime because they’re 
slow to recover.”
	 The sophomore shooter 
remained hot in the second half 
and went on to lead his team 
with 20 points, including four 
made 3-pointers, in a 102-24 
route of Grace Academy. It’s 
worth noting that all eleven 
varsity boys scored a bucket in 
the game and six players scored 
in double figures. 

Second Round vs. Darrington
	 After picking up their 
first playoff win and 17th overall 
W of the year, the Heritage 
Hawks earned the right to host 
another home game. This time 
it was against Darrington. Game 
played on Saturday, February 7.
	 In the early going, 
it appeared Heritage would 
get some actual competition. 
Darrington connected on their 
first two 3-point attempts and 

Hawks soar in back-to-back playoff games
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held a 6-4 lead. That lead would 
be short-lived. Unlike the last 
game, where Heritage thrived 
from behind the 3-point line, this 
game they found great success 
attacking the basket. One Hawk 
after another got into the painted 
area and found themselves with 
an uncontested basket. Of their 11 
made field goals in the opening 
quarter, 10 were 2-pointers. 
Tulalip was up 22-9 after one.
	 Meanwhile, Heritage’s 
man defense was wreaking havoc 
on Darrington’s ballhandlers all 
night long. Steal after steal resulted 
in uncontested, fast break points 
for the Hawks. Tulalip went up by 
20 points midway through the 2nd 
quarter, 33-13, when Darrington 
called a timeout. 
	 Even after the timeout, 
Darrington was unable to execute 
their plays vs. the speedy hands of 
Hawks defenders who routinely 
anticipated the pass before it 
was made. With their defense 
igniting the offense, and the 
boys remaining in attack mode, 
Heritage took a commanding 49-
16 lead into halftime. 
	 Junior guard J.J. Gray led 
all scorers at halftime with 13 
points. As the shortest player on 

the team, his buckets seemed to 
be the loudest. With a full head 
of steam, he penetrated the heart 
of Darrington’s defense at will. 
More often than not, he’d convert 
an acrobatic layup just outside the 
reach of would-be defenders. 
	 “I’m just playing my 
game,” said J.J. who is nearing 
his 1,000th high school point. “It’s 
a team game, too, so I’m sharing 
the ball and hitting my teammates 
when they are open. I know I’ll 
get that 1,000th point soon enough. 
Right now, I just want to keep 
stacking these wins.”
	 Heritage went on to 
dispatch Darrington with another 
emphatic win. This time by the 
score of 81-45. Sophomore Tayari 
again led all scorers with 22 points. 
Davien scored 15 points and J.J. 
added 14 points. 
	 Head coach Shawn 
Sanchey said, “It’s been a long 
season. These latest wins feel 
like we’re nearing our peak and 
playing our best version of team 
ball. Now is the time for all the 
hard work to show, and if we can 
keep this up then we’ll be at the 
top of mountain, right where we 
want to be.”
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By Micheal Rios
	 After falling to Lopez 
Island in the opening round of the 
District 1B playoffs, the (7-12) 
Tulalip Heritage girls basketball 
team found themselves in high 
stakes matchup with Shoreline 
Christian. How high were the 
stakes? Loser-out high.
	 Fortunately, the pivotal 
game was played at home, at 
Francy J. Sheldon gymnasium, 
on Saturday, February 7. With the 
home crowd cheering them on, the 
Lady Hawks took to court eager to 
extend their season.
	 “We’ve been working hard 
at practice in anticipation of this 
game. Our top priority has been 
getting everyone on the same 
page defensively,” explained head 
coach Katia Brown. “Our defense, 
especially in transition, hasn’t been 
good enough lately. So, we’ve 
decided to implement a 1-3-1 
defense in the hopes of filling those 
holes. It’s a work in progress, but 
the girls have been adapting to it 
well.”

	 There’s nothing quite like 
the pressure of a playoff game to 
motivate a team to buy in. And that’s 
exactly what that Lady Hawks did 
in an impressive showing against 
Shoreline. For starters, the new 
defensive strategy caught their 
opponents completely off guard. 
Shoreline only mustered a single 
point, from the free-throw line, in 
the 1st quarter. The Lady Hawks led 
8-1 after one quarter and 16-6 at 
halftime. 
	 In the 3rd quarter, the 
Lady Hawks offense got going. 
Timely buckets by Aylani and 
Raylee Lewis, Janeisha Zackuse, 
and Omelia Frazier put Tulalip 
ahead 28-10 with mere minutes 
remaining. They’d go on to win the 
game 35-17, earning not just the 
W but an additional game in these 
playoffs. 
	 Aylani led all scorers with 
11 points, while Madison added 
9 points. Multiple Lady Hawks 
had 3+ steals. Omelia had an 
astounding 8 steals by herself, 
which punctuated how effective a 

properly played 1-3-1 defense can 
be.
	 “I know I’m not that great 
at offense, so I make up for it with 
defense. My coaches trust my 
instincts to go for the ball and it 
paid off big today,” said Omelia 
postgame. “We knew this was a 
loser-out game and we didn’t want 

to be out. We said we were going to 
win this game and we did.”
	 Her fellow Lady Hawk, 
Janeisha, added, “This win really 
means a lot. We didn’t want the 
season to end, especially not with 
a loss here at home. We played all 
out. I’m really proud of our team.”

Lady Hawks show out defensively, earn playoff W
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By Wade Sheldon 
In the wake of recent 

violence in the community, 
including the attack on a Tulalip 
elder that deeply impacted many 
families, a group of fathers is 
choosing to respond with reflection 
and action. Every Wednesday 
afternoon, men gather at the 
Tulalip Recovery Center for the 
Dad’s Group, a program organized 
through Tulalip Behavioral Health 
that focuses on strengthening 
fatherhood, supporting men’s 
mental health, and building unity 
among parents. The conversations 
are honest, at times emotional, 
and centered on one shared goal: 
becoming better fathers for the 
sake of their children and their 
community. 

Tribal member Albert 

Jimicum said the recent incident 
involving the youth and the attack 
on the elder was a turning point 
for him. As he reflected on what 
brought him to the group, he 
described feeling concerned about 
the direction some young people are 
heading and wondering how things 
might look different if stronger 
guidance had been present earlier in 
their lives. “What brought me here 
at first was seeing the at-risk youth 
and what has recently happened in 
our community,” Albert said. He 
explained that situations may have 
had different outcomes if children 
had been raised with different tools 
and stronger emotional support. 
For him, attending the group is 
about stepping up and helping shift 
that trajectory. 

Albert emphasized that he 

did not come to the group seeking 
something for himself. Instead, 
he framed his participation as an 
opportunity to give back and stand 
in solidarity with other fathers. “I 
would rather give support to other 
fathers who are here and come 
together in unity and see us all strive 
as parents.” His words reflected a 
sense of shared responsibility, the 
understanding that fatherhood is 
not meant to be carried alone. 

When asked what 
fatherhood means to him right 
now, Albert answered with honesty 
rather than certainty. “I am still 
trying to figure it out,” he admitted. 
He elaborated that fatherhood is a 
constant learning process. He wants 
his children to remember him as 
loving and present, someone they 
can look to as an example when 

they become parents themselves. 
He spoke about wanting his kids to 
enjoy their childhoods without the 
weight of adult problems, something 
he felt he had experienced too 
early in his own life. Albert also 
shared that one of the lessons he 
wants to pass down is emotional 
awareness, explaining that anger is 
often a secondary emotion and that 
learning to pause and think before 
reacting can change the course of a 
young person’s life. 

The dad’s group is led by 
Avel Medina of Tulalip Behavioral 
Health. He explained that the idea 
for the group had been encouraged 
by Sasha Smith, Youth and 
Family Support Coordinator at 
Family Haven. For some time, 
Avel did not feel ready to take 
on the responsibility. However, 

Fatherhood is not meant to be carried alone

Continued on next page
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after reflecting on troubling events in the community, he 
said something shifted. He realized that others needed a 
dedicated space to come together, talk openly, and support 
one another in a structured setting.

Avel described the group as a safe place where dads 
can share ideas, get things off their chest, and learn new 
approaches to parenting. When asked what a healthy father 
figure looks like, he responded without hesitation, “Being 
present.” He went on to explain that presence means more 
than providing financially. It means showing up, emotionally 
communicating in healthy ways, and applying discipline 
with consistency and respect. In his experience, many 
children in the community have grown up without steady 
father figures. He believes that when fathers are actively 
involved, they help establish structure, accountability, and 
a sense of security that carries into adulthood.

He also addressed the broader impact of fatherhood 
on community health. Many of the challenges facing 
Native communities are connected to generational trauma, 
substance abuse, and disrupted family structures. Programs 
like the Dad’s Group are designed to interrupt that cycle. 
National data highlights the urgency of this work. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, men in the United States are nearly four times 
more likely to die by suicide than women. The Indian Health 
Services reports that American Indian and Alaskan native 
communities experienced disproportionately high suicide 
rates, particularly among men. These statistics highlight 
the importance of culturally grounded spaces where Native 
fathers can speak openly about stress, trauma, and the 
pressures of parenting.
	 Beyond emotional support, the group also addresses 
practical challenges. Avel noted that some fathers navigating 
the court system are addressing beda?chelh matters during 
meetings. Dads can ask questions about how to write 
emotion, how to speak appropriately in the courtroom, 
and how to advocate effectively for their children. These 
conversations blend emotional growth with real-world 
tools, helping fathers build confidence in multiple areas of 
their lives.
	 Looking ahead, Avel hopes the group continues 
to grow. He recalled that at a previous meeting, several 
children were present, which he viewed as meaningful. 
He believes it is powerful for kids to witness their fathers 
showing up, listening, and working on themselves. When 
children see that effort, it reinforces the message that they 
matter.
	 At a time when the community is working through 
pain and searching for solutions, the Dad’s Group offers 
a steady, proactive approach. Rather than waiting for 
change, these fathers are choosing to be part of it. Through 
accountability support and honest conversations, they 
are strengthening themselves to better guide the next 
generation.
	 The Dad’s Group meets every Wednesday at 4:30 
at the Tulalip Recovery Center. Fathers and father figures 
are encouraged to attend. 
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Court notices
TUL-CV-AH-2025-1235 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. TO: SAMANTHA FLEIS-
CHACKER: Petitioner has started an action in the above 
Court requesting: ANTI HARRASSMENT ORDER. You 
are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the 
above entitled action at a hearing on February 24, 2026, 
AT 9AM in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite 
B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal 
rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. 
DEFENDANT(S) SHALL APPEAR AND ANSWER THE 
COMPLAINT WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS FROM THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THE SUMMONS 
WHICH IS THE FOLLOWING  DATE: January 5, 2026 
IF YOU FAIL TO SERVE YOUR WRITTEN RESPONE 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE FIRST DAY OF PUBLI-
CATION, THE COURT MAY ENTER AN ORDER OF DE-
FAULT AGAINST YOU, AND THE COURT MAY, WITHOUT 
FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU, ENTER A DECREE AND 
APPROVE OR PROVIDE FOR THE OTHER RELIEF RE-
QUESTED IN THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT. If you 
serve a notice of appearance on the petitioner, you are en-
titled to notice before an order of default or decree may 
be entered. You must respond to this summons by serving a 
copy of your written response on the petitioner and by fil-
ing the original with the clerk of the court. You may obtain 
written response forms from the Clerk of the Court or on 
the Tulalip Tribal Court web page at http://www.tulaliptrib-
alcourt-nsn.gov/ . Date first published: January 10, 2026.

Notice by Publication.  TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner v. CHRISTOPHER RAY ENICK AND 
SAMANTHA BIRD GOSHORN, Respondents.  Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-PA-2025-1186.  To the above-named 
Respondents: You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 
10:30 a.m. on April 6, 2026.  You must attend the hearing AND answer the complaint and motion to compel by fil-
ing a response with the court and serving your response on the Petitioner at the address below within 60 days of 
the first publication of this summons.  If you fail to do so, judgement will be entered against you according to the 
demand of the complaint.  Petitioner has also moved to compel genetic testing, and this will be granted if there is 
no response.  This is a paternity case.  A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court Clerk.  Date summons 
first published: January 17, 2026. Address for service: Tulalip Child Support Program, 6406 Marine Drive, Tulalip, 
Washington 98271.

TUL-CV-YI-2013-0178. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: K. C. 
M. TO: TABATHA MARIE MELTON: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Youth in Need of Care (YINC) case was 
re-opened with the above-listed case number in the above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-
listed youth. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in person regarding the above-entitled action at the 
PERMANENT PLAN REVIEW HEARING AFTER YINC REOPENING on TUESDAY, APRIL 07, 2026 at 10:30 
A.M. – IN PERSON. This will be an IN PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite 
B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  
IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published:February 7, 
2026.

TUL-CV-YI-2026-0064 and TUL-CV-YI-2026-0065. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip 
WA. In Re the Welfare of: E. M. E. and In Re the Welfare of H. J. E. TO: JESSE DON EISENBARTH: YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that two Youth in Need of Care (YINC) cases were opened with the above-listed case numbers 
in the above-named Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding these two above-listed youths. You are hereby summoned 
to appear and defend in person regarding the above-entitled actions at the ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS AS TO FA-
THER ONLY on TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2026 at 09:00 A.M. – IN PERSON. These will be IN PERSON hearings in 
Tulalip Tribal Court; go to: 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, 
and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first published: February 14, 2026.  

	 A huge thank you to the 
Tulalip Fire Department for mak-
ing Christmas brighter for two 
Family Haven families. Last No-
vember, they reached out asking 
if we knew of any families they 
could support—and of course, 

we did! Their generosity made 
the holidays easier, and the fami-
lies truly loved their gifts. We’re 
so grateful for this incredible 
community partnership. Below 
is a picture of the crew members 
who helped deliver and load all 

the presents and a few thank-
ful words from each family. 

Family 1: 
	 “Hi, my name 
is***********,
	 I’d like to give thanks to 
the Tulalip Tribes Fire De-
partment for all of the gifts 
I received for our household 
this year! We appreciate the 
baby bath, baby bath towels, 
bunch of 6-9m baby clothes 
(some wintery), baby bounc-
er, blanket for baby. Babys 
first abc texture book, wipe 
warmer.
	 Hygiene and makeup 
products (dry shampoo, 
shampoo/conditioner, body 

wash/scrub, hair claw-clips, per-
fume, makeup brushes/highlight 
and bronzer, makeup remover 
cleanser) coffee maker (has a 
warm water dispenser setting for 
babies bottles)

	 I love the thought that 
went into every gift picked out 
and definitely made a difference 
for our first Christmas as a fam-
ily! I truly didn’t expect to re-
ceive all of the things from the 
list, and some.
	 It’s amazing that you all 
took the time and had a budget to 
give back to the community be-
cause it really does make a dif-
ference, one family at a time.”

Family 2: 
	 “Please tell the people 
who got our gifts, thank you so 
much and they did an amazing 
job the kids were all smiles and 
were so excited for each one. 
They loved everything. And I 
so appreciate the help. It really 
made their Christmas special and 
I’m so grateful”

Submitted by Alison Bowen

Thank you, Tulalip Fire Department




