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Wellness Court from front page 

 “In order to get their 
license, we have our participants 
first sign up for a Driver’s 
Express account and talk to 
our TOCLA attorneys for help 
getting information for any court 
fees or fines that may be holding 
their license,” Moore said. She 
explained that participants then 
set up payment plans or received 
further legal services through 
TOCLA to help remove fines 
from collections.

Another major barrier is 
access to legal documentation. 
“Wellness Court also requires 
that you start fresh with all of 
your legal documents,” Moore 
said. Participants work toward 
obtaining a Washington State 
ID, Tribal ID, birth certificate, 
and Social Security card — 
foundational steps necessary 
before proceeding with licensing.

Test anxiety is another 
challenge many participants face. 
“Many of our participants have 
never had their license,” Moore 
said. “Our main concern is getting 
our participants educated on the 
driving rules and then getting 
them confident enough to take 
the test.” She acknowledged that 
failing the test can discourage 
people. “Some people will take 
the test once and feel even worse 
because they don’t pass. This is 
where a lot of people give up.”

To address this, Wellness 
Court partners with Marysville 
Driving 911, which provides a 
one-hour review followed by 
the written test. TERO helps 
cover the cost of the course for 
Tribal members over 18. “That 
confidence piece takes time and 
a lot of resilience,” Moore said, 
noting that the partnership has 
helped increase success rates.

For Wellness Court 
participant Ethel Jones, earning 
her driver’s license marked 
a powerful turning point. 
“I wouldn’t be the positive, 
outspoken woman I am today 
without Wellness Court,” she 
said. “Without this program, I 

wouldn’t be accomplishing 
the things I am today.” 
After completing treatment 
and beginning Wellness 
Court, Ethel said she started 
remembering who she was 
before addiction. “I was able to 
find my old self again.”

With renewed 
motivation, Wellness Court 
helped Ethel earn her driver’s 
license for the first time last 
year, after going 45 years 
without one. “It’s a big weight 
lifted off my shoulders,” she 
said. “It feels good not to 
have to worry.” Being able to 
drive legally changed her daily 
life. “I don’t need a chauffeur 
anymore; now I can drive my 
kids.”

Ethel said the hardest 
part of the process was 
overcoming her own self-
doubt. “My inner voice kept 
saying you don’t need it, you 
already have a driver, you don’t 
know anything about driving or 
the test,” she said. “But I knew I 
could do it with the support from 
Wellness Court.” She credited 
her case manager and the court 
for their encouragement and 
accountability.

Another participant, 
Lois Henry, also reached 
the milestone of earning her 
driver’s license after years of 
driving without one. “I’ve been 
using for 20 years,” she said. 
“And after getting sober, one 
of my main goals was to get 
my driver’s license.” While 
the process felt scary at first, 
Lois said things became much 
easier once she completed the 
test. “Everything was so much 
easier because I was actually 
able to drive myself,” she 
said. “I didn’t have to depend 
on people for rides.” Her 
biggest challenge was parallel 
parking, but the outcome made 
it worthwhile. “I love the 
freedom.”

Brandie Salinas-
Howlett earned her license for 

“I love the freedom.”
Lois Henry reached the milestone of 

earning her driver’s license after years of 
driving without one.

Her biggest challenge was parallel 
parking, but the outcome made it 

worthwhile. 
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the first time as well, even though 
it took multiple attempts. “I had 
to take it more than five times,” 
she said. “I wasn’t watching my 
blind spots or looking over my 
shoulders, but I finally figured it 
out.” When she finally held her 
license, she described it as “an 
accomplishment.” Being able to 
drive legally brought immediate 
relief. “I wouldn’t have to 
worry about getting pulled over 
anymore,” she said. Brandie 
credited her family’s motivation 
and her case manager’s 
encouragement for helping her 
push through.

Justina Velazquez also 
completed the program and 
was on her way to pick up 
her license shortly after her 
interview. Like others, it was her 
first time earning a license. “It’s 
a blessing,” she said. Delays 
in obtaining corrective lenses 
slowed her progress, but with 
continued support from her case 
manager and assistance with 
fines and fees, she completed 
the process. “It’s possible,” she 
said. “If someone feels scared 
or doesn’t think they can do it, 
I’d encourage them to reach out 
for help.”

Moore said 
accountability plays a central 

role in Wellness Court. 
“Wellness Court is all about 
accountability and honesty,” 
she said. Participants agree 
to follow all applicable laws, 
including not driving until they 
are legally permitted to do so. 
“Getting your license after not 
having one is the best feeling of 
freedom in the world and a huge 
confidence boost.”

According to Moore, 
once participants regain 
their licenses, there is often 
a noticeable shift. “It’s like a 
checkpoint in their sobriety,” 
she said. “People realize they 
can attain their goals, and they 
start taking strides toward all 
their other goals because they’re 
not worried about the stress of 
driving illegally.”

Through Wellness 
Court and support from the 
Tulalip Tribes, participants 
who once believed a license 
was out of reach are proving 
otherwise. Whether barriers 
stem from suspension, unpaid 
fines, lack of funding, or 
missing documentation, the 
program demonstrates that with 
patience, structure, and support, 
Tribal members can regain their 
driver’s licenses — and move 
forward with confidence.

Above left: Justina Velazquez.  
Above right: Brandie Jo Salinas-Howlett
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Lady Hawks rebound with win 
over Grace Academy

By Micheal Rios
	 After being humbled 
by the Lummi Blackhawks, the 
Tulalip Heritage Lady Hawks’ 
focus immediately turned to 
cross-town rival, the Grace 
Academy Eagles. The quick 
turnaround between scheduled 
games was welcomed by players 
and coaches, alike, who were 
eager to get back on the court and 
see a reset scoreboard.
	 “I’m looking forward to 
our girls coming out with their 
spirits high and choosing to play 
a powerful brand of basketball, 
which they are more than capable 
of doing,” said head coach Katia 
Brown pre-game. “It’s important 
for any athlete or team to learn 
how to respond positively from a 
loss. We got beat good by Lummi, 
but that game is over now, and 
we’re focused on the opponent 
in front of us, which is Grace, 
and executing our game plan. If 
there’s an x-factor for us, it’ll be 
getting off to a quick start and 
putting up points from the jump.” 
	 If it’s possible to manifest 
a bucket, then coach Katia most 
definitely did. Indeed, sophomore 
forward Janiesha Zackuse won 
the game’s opening jump and 
tipped the ball perfectly into the 
shooting pocket of lead guard 
Aylani Lewis, who didn’t even 
have to dribble before scoring 
easily. Lady Hawks up 2-0. 
Moments later, freshman guard 
Madison Sheldon showed off her 
handles by dribbling around a 
Grace defender and then banking 
in a step-back jumper. The energy 
of the game was a complete 180 
from the previous one.
	 Earlier this season, 

Heritage assistant coaches 
Deandra Grant and Jacynta 
Myles, each a dominant post 
player in their Lady Hawks 
heydays, spoke about Janeisha’s 
on-court development. They’ve 
been working on her establishing 
herself early in games and using 
her size to create effective scoring 
opportunities. As the tallest 
Heritage player, she stands out. 
Against Grace, she put together 
her most dominant game of the 
season by corralling rebounds 
galore, both offensively and 
defensively, getting to her spots 
down low, and shooting without 
hesitation. For her efforts, she was 
rewarded with plenty of scoring 
opportunities from the floor and 
charity stripe.
	 The game tightened up 
midway through the 2nd quarter 
when Grace Academy’s primary 
ballhandler, Tulalip tribal member 
Tashenia Cortez, began to assert 
herself on both sides of the court. 
Her defensive prowess managed 
to force two backcourt violations, 
giving her team additional 
possessions. Offensively, her 
corner jump shot and ability to 
get to the rim and score through 
contact kept the Eagles in the 
game. 
	 Right before halftime, 
senior forward Raylee Lewis 
collected an offensive board and 
immediately went up with it to 
make a bucket and put her team 
up 15-14 at the break.
	 At the start of the 3rd 
quarter, Raylee again scored off 
an offensive rebound. Her sister, 
Aylani, casually drained a 3-ball 
a couple of possessions later that 
put their Lady Hawks up 20-14. 
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Heritage continued to soar from that point on. 
Encapsulating those soaring spirits best was 
senior guard Lilly Jefferson, who caught fire 
from the floor and scored 7 points in the 4th 
quarter to secure Tulalip’s 36-24 victory. 
	 After the game, hugs and congratulatory 
high-fives were shared between the Lady Hawks 
and their two Tulalip counterparts who play for 
Grace Academy.
	 “I know Heritage and Grace are 
considered rivals, but I don’t really feel like that 
because it’s like playing family,” admitted Eagles 

sophomore guard Tashenia post-game. She led 
all scorers with 12 points and accounted for half 
her team’s offensive output. “It was definitely 
fun playing in this game and being able to catch 
up with some of the players whenever this was 
break in game play. I’m sure a few of us will be 
teammates in future Native tournaments.”
	 Added her Grace Academy teammate 
and fellow Tulalip tribal member Katherine 
Velasquez, “It’s definitely a different vibe 
leading up to these games with Heritage. For 
me, I still get nervous for these games because I 

know there will be so many people here to watch 
the game. Even if the games can get intense at 
times, it’s only because we know both teams 
really want to win. At the end of the day though, 
we know we’re still part of the same tribe even 
if we go to different schools.”
	 Katherine, Tashenia and their Grace 
Academy teammates will play Heritage one 
more time this season. Game scheduled for 
5:30pm on Thursday, January 29, at Francy J. 
Sheldon gymnasium.
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Court notices

TUL-CV-CU-2025-1226. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. Kaenishia Her-
rera, Petitioner v. Michael Moreno, Respondent. To: Michael Moreno, YOU ARE  HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
a Custody Petition was filed in the above-listed court. You must attend the hearing on FEBRUARY 11, 2026, 
at 10:30 A.M. This will be an IN-PERSON hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go to 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, 
Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your inter-
ests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: 
December 6, 2025.

TUL-CV-YI-2024-0335 and TUL-CV-YI-2024-0336. SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: 
K. M. W. and In Re the Welfare of C. J. W.-S. TO: JAMILYN CAROL 
SCHOLL: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that two Youth in Need of 
CARE (YINC) cases were opened with the above-listed case numbers 
in the above-listed Court pursuant to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-
listed youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in per-
son regarding the above-entitled actions at the PERMANENT PLAN 
REVIEW HEARINGS AS TO MOTHER ONLY on TUESDAY, FEB-
RUARY 24, 2026 at 01:30 P.M. - REMOTE. These will be REMOTE, 
TELEPHONIC, CALL-IN hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st 
Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. TO CALL IN TO YOUR HEAR-
ING USE TELEPHONE NUMBER 224-501-3412 AND THEN USE 
ACCESS CODE 212-638-629. NOTICE: You have important legal 
rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU 
FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST 
YOU. Date first published: November 22, 2025.

Notice by Publication. THE TULALIP TRIBES, Petitioner v. JULIO DIAZ AND BABS ARMAJO, Respon-
dents. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-UD-2024-0534. To the above-named Respondents: you are hereby 
summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Code at 1:00 pm on February 25. 
2026. You must attend the hearing AND answer the motion by filing a response with the court and serving 
your response on the Tulalip Tribes at the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this sum-
mons. If you fail to do so, judgment will be entered against you according to the demand of the motion. This 
concerns a money damages judgment in a housing action. A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip 
Court Clerk. Date summons first published: [date of publication]. Address for service: Office of the Reserva-
tion Attorney, 6406 Marine Drive, Tulalip, WA 98271.

TUL-CV-AH-2025-1235 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. TO: SAMANTHA 
FLEISCHACKER: Petitioner has started an action in the above Court requesting: ANTI HARRASSMENT 
ORDER. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled action at a hearing 
on February 24, 2026, AT 9AM in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NO-
TICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. DEFENDANT(S) 
SHALL APPEAR AND ANSWER THE COMPLAINT WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS FROM THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THE SUMMONS WHICH IS THE FOLLOWING  DATE: January 5, 2026 
IF YOU FAIL TO SERVE YOUR WRITTEN RESPONE WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE FIRST DAY OF 
PUBLICATION, THE COURT MAY ENTER AN ORDER OF DEFAULT AGAINST YOU, AND THE COURT 
MAY, WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE TO YOU, ENTER A DECREE AND APPROVE OR PROVIDE FOR THE 
OTHER RELIEF REQUESTED IN THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT. If you serve a notice of appearance 
on the petitioner, you are entitled to notice before an order of default or decree may be entered. You must 
respond to this summons by serving a copy of your written response on the petitioner and by filing the original 
with the clerk of the court. You may obtain written response forms from the Clerk of the Court or on the Tul-
alip Tribal Court web page at http://www.tulaliptribalcourt-nsn.gov/ . Date first published: January 10, 2026.

Notice by Publication.  TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, 
Petitioner v. CHRISTOPHER RAY ENICK AND SAMANTHA 
BIRD GOSHORN, Respondents.  Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-
PA-2025-1186.  To the above-named Respondents: You are hereby 
summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip 
Tribal Court at 10:30 a.m. on April 6, 2026.  You must attend the 
hearing AND answer the complaint and motion to compel by filing a 
response with the court and serving your response on the Petitioner 
at the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this 
summons.  If you fail to do so, judgement will be entered against 
you according to the demand of the complaint.  Petitioner has also 
moved to compel genetic testing, and this will be granted if there is no 
response.  This is a paternity case.  A copy of the complaint is on file 
with the Tulalip Court Clerk.  Date summons first published: January 
17, 2026. Address for service: Tulalip Child Support Program, 6406 
Marine Drive, Tulalip, Washington 98271.

	 Debbie Maria Jack-
son was born on October 21, 
1956 in Tacoma Washington 
to Julia Smith. She was raised 
in Tacoma and then move to 
Duncan BC with her mother. 
She lived there until she was 
a young age of 60.
	 Debbie was a very 
skillful lady. She raised chick-
ens, cows, horses, and pigs. 
The most animals she didn’t 
enjoy raising were the horses 
and the pigs. She knew how 
to can all kinds of food dur-
ing her life of living alone at a 
young age.
	 Debbie had three 
children, Renée Joe, Daniel 
Joe and Crystal Joe. She was 
devastated when she lost her 
daughter Crystal, but she still 
carried on. She had three men 
in her life, Abraham Joe, the 
father of her children and Don 
Charlie, who she moved back 

to Tulalip with in 2016. She 
resides at the senior apart-
ments 7305 Totem Beach 
Rd. Apartment C. She was 
asked to be a babysitter to 
help Janice Bill take care of 
her little brother, Willard Bill. 
He mended her broken heart. 
And they lived together un-
til she decided to go home to 
heaven. She had many, many 
cousins and relatives and she 
had an adopted daughter she 
claimed as her own, Evelyn 
Jimi. She also has a grandson, 
Philip. He held a special place 
in her heart.
	 It did not matter who 
she met. Everyone who knew 
her loved her for what she 
was, a lady with many skills 
and a great heart of gold. She 
will be missed by all the young 
ones she claimed as grand-
children, and all the ones she 
called Cousin because she 

had many, no matter where 
she went. Her son Daniel has 
a dog that was very special to 
her. She used to buy all kinds 
of toys for him and brought 
to Canada when they took a 
ride over there. She was in 
1910 Shaker, which she en-
joyed praying for anyone who 
asked beause that’s the way it 
is with shaker life.
	 She could be going 
down the highway and see 
an exit - and knew how many 
miles it was to the exit where 
she was going. She was amaz-
ing. She’s gonna be missed by 
all who knew her and loved 
her.
	 She earned her wings 
by the heart, our Debbie Ma-
ria Charlie Jackson.

Debbie Maria Jackson
Octoer 21, 1956 – December 26, 2025




