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By Micheal Rios
	 Last season’s Tulalip 
Heritage girls basketball finished 
with a reported record of (3-10). 
There was a decent amount of 
turmoil on the court and on the 
coaching bench. Losing tends to 
have that effect in any sport, at 
almost any level. 
	 But that was last year. This 
is a new year with a new coaching 
staff who are intent on creating 
a culture of community and 
sisterhood on the court that results 
in a good bit of winning.

Now leading the Lady 
Hawks program is head coach 
Katia Brown and her assistants 
Deandra Grant and Jacynta Myles. 
If these names sound familiar, they 
should. All three ladies are Heritage 
alumni who made quite a name for 
themselves during their tenure as 
Lady Hawks.

“In preparing for this 
season, we really focused on 
building a sense of team,” said 
head coach Katia. “From what was 
shared with us, the team concept 
was really missing from Lady 
Hawks basketball the last couple 
years. Coming in with an entirely 
new coaching staff allowed us the 
opportunity to lay a new foundation.

“We want our foundation to 
be built on team and trust because 
basketball is a team sport, not an 
I sport. But also, because these 
girls can create bonds with their 
teammates that last well beyond 
high school,” continued Katia. “The 
three of us coaches are an example 
of that. We each went to Heritage, 
played basketball and volleyball 
as Lady Hawks, and now we are 
grown and still close. We want are 
girls to see this time isn’t just about 
winning and losing or statistics, 

it’s about making memories and, if 
they choose, sisters for life.”
	 The 2025-2026 basketball 
season officially kicked off for the 
Lady Hawks when they hosted 
Cedar Park Christian at Francy 
J. Sheldon gymnasium. The new 
vibes were felt in the opening 
quarter when the Lady Hawks put 
on a defensive clinic. 

Their hands and feet were 
active, they constantly rotated on 
defense to help each other out, 
and their high energy resulted in 
plenty of highlights. Sophomore 
guard Aylani Lewis was all over the 
place, jumping passing lanes, and 
disrupting Cedar Park ballhandlers. 
Her pressure led to steals, which 
ignited the fast break offense. 
Sophomore forward Janiesha 
Zackuse, coming off an offseason 
growth spurt, came up with two 
blocks, one of which she didn’t 
even jump. Her denial of Cedar 
Park shooters at the rim also ignited 
the Lady Hawks fast break. After 
one quarter of play, the Heritage 
girls’ stifling defense only gave up 
6 points, and they held a 16-6 lead.

During one memorable 
stretch in the 2nd quarter, there 
were two pairs of sisters sharing 
the court. Aylani and her big 
sister, senior Raylee Lewis, along 
with sisters Lilly and Madison 
Sheldon. Madison, getting minutes 
as a freshman, received a lively 
applause from the home crowd 
after swishing a corner 3-ball to 
extend Heritage’s lead to 22-15 at 
halftime.

The second half was 
continued domination by the Lady 
Hawks defense. They refused 
to give up any uncontested shot 
attempts, made a valiant effort of 
gang rebounding as a team, and 

New year, new vibe 
for Lady Hawks 
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were routinely diving on the deck 
to collect loose balls. All things that 
Katia and her coaches expect from 
a team playing for one another and 
not for themselves.

While the defense continued 
to play at a high level, so too, did 
point guard Aylani. She used her 
agility and speed to blow by Cedar 
Park defenders seemingly at will 
and never shied away from contact. 
Showing off her shooting touch, she 
made three 3-pointers to compile a 
game high 24 points.

After the Lady Hawks 
triumphant, 45-23, win over Cedar 
Park, the Lewis sisters shared their 
thoughts on the team’s new vibe.

“It took us a while to get 
here, for sure, but it feels really 

good to be a part of a team that 
actually feels like a team,” said 
Raylee. “I think that our coaches 
are doing so much to make sure we 
are communicating effectively and 
always lifting each other up. It’s 
created a certain level of ease and 
comfort that last year didn’t have.”

Little sister and bucket-
getter Aylani added, “My sister 
just has a way of making me feel 
beautiful, strong, and amazing…
always. And I just know that her 
belief in me and our coaches belief 
in me motivates me to play my 
best.”

If this is just the beginning 
for the new year, new vibe Lady 
Hawks, then we can’t wait to see 
what the future has in store. 

By Micheal Rios
After last year’s exhilarating (15-1) 

regular season, 2nd place finish at District’s, 
3rd place finish at Tri-District’s, and history-
making 4th place finish at State, the Tulalip 
Heritage boys basketball program made 
their much anticipated 2025-2026 debut.
	 Prior to their opening game, head 
coach Shawn Sanchey shared, “We’ve 
been striving to get back that edge we had 
last year, where the desire was to play our 
brand of basketball better than anyone. This 
requires getting back to our discipline and 
continuing to work hard at each and every 
practice. We know we have a bunch of 
talented basketball players, but to win the 
biggest games when it matters most comes 
down to doing all the little things at a high 
level. That’s where our focus is right now to 
start this new season.”
	 That focus was on full display 
in front of a raucous home crowd who 
packed Francy J. Sheldon gymnasium. 
From the opening tip, the boys showed why 
championship aspirations abound. Tulalip 

jumped out to a 10-0 lead that ballooned all 
the way to 37-0 before Cedar Park finally 
got on the board with a made free-throw.

After one quarter of play, the boys 
led 44-3. Every Hawk starter made at 
least two buckets in the 1st quarter as the 
ball was swung from corner to corner and 
outside-in to find one offensive player after 
another who was in prime scoring position. 
The offensive barrage didn’t hinder the 
boys’ defense either. They were constantly 
pressing and trapping, which forced too 
many to count turnovers, many of them 
resulted in easy Tulalip buckets.

The onslaught continued in the 2nd 
quarter, where the boys held a 55-5 lead 
at one point. In the 2nd half, the boys were 
determined to hit the century mark, which 
they ultimately did as they came away with 
an emphatic 106-21 drubbing of Cedar Park 
on opening night. 

Senior guard Davien Parks scored 
a game-high 33 points, forward Davis 
Bachand added 18 points, and Tayari 
Archibald chipped in 14 points. In total ten 

Hawks basketball returns with 
championship aspirations
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Hawks players scored a bucket in 
the blowout.

“Being down a couple 
starters tonight, I knew I had to 
be aggressive getting to my spots 
early,” said Davien post-game. 
“And as a team, we responded by 
playing extremely hard and picking 
up for the guys were missing. We 
know what the expectations are for 
this season. Every game we got to 
play with this level of effort. If we 

do, then I think we can score 100 
points every game.”

For Tayari, the much-
heralded little brother of RaeQuan 
Battle, the game marked his 
Heritage Hawks debut on the home 
floor. Asked how nervous he was 
for this game, he said, “I just tried 
to stay confident, to be confident, 
and to be patient knowing the 
opportunities would come. It feels 
good to have gotten the W.”

By Micheal Rios
	 Close to 24-hours later, the Heritage boys traveled south 
to play an out-of-league game against King’s Senior High School 
in Shoreline. Tulalip being 1B and King’s 1A, the expectation 
was the competition would be much bigger and better than what 
the boys got versus Cedar Park Christan the day before.
	 As it turns out, King’s would trot out four players 
taller than the tallest Hawk, and, more importantly, play to 
that advantage effectively. It didn’t help either that Tulalip was 
missing two starters, including their center Ziggy Myles-Gilford. 
Making matters worse, in the early going and the Hawks only 
trailing by one point, 12-13, point guard J.J. Gray went down with 
an apparent ankle injury that sidelined him the remainder of the 
game.

Down three starters and playing undermanned and 
undersized was quite the undertaking. The boys did their best to 

Hawks humbled by Kings one day later
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keep the game close and continued to execute 
their sets in the 2nd quarter. With (2:30) to go 
until halftime, the score was 25-29. 
	 King’s kept playing to their size 
advantage in the low post and made the most 
of their decisive rebounding edge. That wore on 
the smaller Hawks players and eventually led to 
foul trouble for those unaccustomed to guarding 
post-players with patience and good footwork. 
King’s also did a good job of doubling any 
Hawk ballhandler who made a decisive move 
to the basket, and forced several offensive foul 
turnovers. 
	 Late in the 3rd quarter and with Tulalip 
trailing 31-48, sophomore guard Peyton Hatch 
provided his team with a much-
needed spark. He splashed a 
3-pointer setup beautifully by 
a Davien drive and dish, and 
then hit the deck to corral a 
loose ball that led to a Tayari 
3-pointer. That mini run forced 
King’s to call timeout.
	 The closest the boys 
would get in the 4th quarter 
was to within 12 points, 45-
57. King’s was just too much 
on this day given how short-
handed the Hawks were. 
Tulalip ultimately lost 58-74. 
Davien and Peyton each scored 
a team-high 13 points, while 
Tayari added 10 points.
	 After the game, Peyton, 
who hit three 3-pointers down 

the stretch and never let the score of the game 
diminish his effort nor energy, said, “I just knew 
I needed have high spirits and keeping playing 
hard because we were getting a bunch of charge 
calls against us and that’s tough to play through. 
I did what I could to help grab rebounds and 
even got us going a little bit on the offense 
end. I airballed my first three-point shot, so it 
definitely felt good to catch fire and make three 
3-pointers late in the game.”
	 Remaining humble in a loss and learning 

what you could do better to impact the game is 
something a championship contender does best. 
That’s not lost on the Hawks coaching staff, 
especially assistant coach Alec Jones-Smith 
who played his high school ball at Marysville-
Pilchuck, which is divisions above Heritage’s 
1B. 
	 “We knew coming into this game 
that we were the underdog and they were the 
favorite. They were gonna play that much 
harder because as the bigger school they don’t 
want to lose to a smaller one,” explained coach 
Alec. “The important thing now for us coaches 
is to instill what we learned from this game 
into our players. Because we know that later in 

the season and especially 
come playoff time, we are 
going to see bigger and 
faster players. That’s just 
basketball. There’s always 
someone bigger and faster.
	 “I think being humbled 
like this early in the season 
could be the best thing 
for us,” he continued. “It 
shows how important it 
is practice with intention 
and remain locked-in from 
game to game. We can’t 
let a loss like this stay with 
us all season. We have to 
accept it, learn from it, and 
use it as motivation going 
forward.”
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Court notices
TUL-CV-CU-2025-1226. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. 
Kaenishia Herrera, Petitioner v. Michael Moreno, Respondent. To: Michael Moreno, YOU ARE  
HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Custody Petition was filed in the above-listed court. You must attend 
the hearing on FEBRUARY 11, 2026, at 10:30 A.M. This will be an IN-PERSON hearing in 
Tulalip Tribal Court; go to 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You have im-
portant legal rights, and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: December 6, 2025.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2025-0953, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, TCSP 
#2859 TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs. Andrea Blatchford (DOB: 
03/19/1985) TO:  Andrea Blatchford:  YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on September 15, 
2025, a Summons and Petition for Full Faith and Credit Recognition of a Foreign Order for child 
support was filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip 
Tribal Code. This is child support for A.B. You are hereby summoned to defend the above entitled 
action in the above entitled court by filing a written request for a hearing within 30 days of the 
sixth time this notice has been published, in the Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, 
Tulalip, WA 98271.  NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect 
your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO SUBMIT A REQUEST FOR HEARING TO CHALLENGE THE 
FOREIGN ORDER, JUDGMENT GRANTING FULL FAITH AND CREDIT RECOGNITION OF 
THE FOREIGN ORDER WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: November 
1, 2025.

TUL-CV-YI-2024-0335 and TUL-CV-YI-2024-0336. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip 
Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In Re the Welfare of: K. M. W. and In Re the Welfare of C. J. W.-S. TO: 
JAMILYN CAROL SCHOLL: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that two Youth in Need of CARE 
(YINC) cases were opened with the above-listed case numbers in the above-listed Court pursuant 
to TTC 4.05 regarding the above-listed youths. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend in 
person regarding the above-entitled actions at the PERMANENT PLAN REVIEW HEARINGS 
AS TO MOTHER ONLY on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026 at 01:30 P.M. - REMOTE. These will 
be REMOTE, TELEPHONIC, CALL-IN hearings in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite 
B, Tulalip, WA 98271. TO CALL IN TO YOUR HEARING USE TELEPHONE NUMBER 224-501-
3412 AND THEN USE ACCESS CODE 212-638-629. NOTICE: You have important legal rights, 
and you must take steps to protect your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL 
BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: November 22, 2025.




