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And the kids? They delighted in the chance to 
choose, to play, and to feel celebrated.
	 Among the celebration was proud papa 
bear Neil Hamilton and his two daughters, 
13-year-old Nevaeh and 10-year-old Adriannah. 
They spent their summer in Tulalip with their 
dad and are now preparing to head back to 
Spokane for the school year.
	 “It’s nice to get them out of the house 

and spend an afternoon seeing familiar faces and 
some faces we haven’t seen in far too long,” said 
Neil. “It’s busier this year than year’s past, that’s 
for sure, but I am thankful for the opportunity 
for them to see their friends and family in such a 
cool setting.”
	 While wearing her classic cream-color 
Adidas backpack, Nevaeh shared, “I’m not 
ready for the summer to end. I am excited to 

see my friends when school starts up, but I’m 
definitely not excited for the homework.”
	 By day’s end, the vast majority of the 
1,500 backpacks ordered had found their new 
owners. Closing the chapter on summer with 
laughter and community spirit, the Back 2 
School Bash opened the door to a 2025-2026 
school year filled with hope, opportunity, and, 
yes, homework.
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Elders Potlatch from front page 

Continued on next page

brought together by a spirit of 
community and celebration. 
With thousands in cash prizes, 
charming gift baskets, and the joy 
of playing bingo, this event was 
a heartfelt occasion filled with 
laughter, camaraderie, and the 
thrill of winning. 

The feast of crab legs, 
clams, and salmon was a highlight 
for many, ensuring the elders left 
well-fed and satisfied. Attendees 
also enjoyed a photo booth with 
hand-held signs for taking fun 
photos, and vendors offered a 
variety of wares for browsing and 
purchase.

The excitement of 
meeting new people and enjoying 
the community was reflected in 
Diana John’s words. A member 
of the Nisqually tribe, she shared 
her enthusiasm for the event and 
the connections she made. “This 
is my second time coming to 
this event. I absolutely love it. I 
think it’s beautiful in Tulalip. My 

favorite part has been meeting all 
the new people who come. My 
best moment would have to be 
winning at the casino,” she said 
with a laugh.

Elizabeth Bennett 
from Lower Elwha echoed the 
sentiment. She spoke about the 
joy of visiting with elders from 
various tribes and praised the food 
served at the potlatch. “I’ve been 
having a great time at the potlatch. 
It has been great visiting with all 
the different elders from different 
tribes. This is my second time 
coming. The food has also been 
delicious; I thought the fish was 
delicious. You need to come—
it’s amazing and gets better every 
year.”

Dale Jones, Tulalip tribal 
member and one of the event 
speakers, expressed hopes for the 
potlatch’s growth and encouraged 
attendees to cherish the day. 
“Thank you for being here. Next 
year, I hope we have double the 
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size. The more the merrier—enjoy 
the day and smile, you never know 
what tomorrow may bring,” he 
said.

Marlin Fryberg, a member 
of the Board of Directors, helped 
MC the event and spoke about the 
importance of respect for elders 
and the shared experience of the 
gathering. “You guys have carried 
the torch for us for many years,” 
he said. “We are grateful to be able 
to share the table like this with all 
of you who have traveled to get 
here. We take time to mark these 
memories.”

Music and ceremony were 
also central to the celebration. 

The  Three Bears Water Healing 
Song  and the  Warriors Healing 
Song  were presented by Josh 
Fryberg and his family, who 
drummed in the Tulalip King and 
Queen. Judy and Leroy Joseph 
were crowned, and Judy shared a 
piece of wisdom from her 51 years 
of marriage: “Keep your head down 
and your mouth shut.”

Honoring longevity, the 
oldest attendees were recognized: 
Dalores Bort, 94, Cheyenne River 
Sioux, and Al Smith, 97, also 
Cheyenne River Sioux.

Native athletes from the area 
were celebrated, receiving sports 
awards for their achievements. 

Tulalip tribal members Herman 
Williams, Hank Williams, Don 
Hatch, Dale Jones, Rachel Hood, 
and Red Smith from the Yakima 
Tribe, Jack McCloud from 
Nisqually, and Soy Redthunder 
from the Colville Tribe were all 
recognized for their contributions. 

Leroy Joseph expressed 
appreciation for both the honorees 
and the audience, saying, “We thank 
you all for accepting these awards 
and for the crowd who accepted 
everyone who was acknowledged.”

Volunteers from the 
recovery community played a 
vital role in supporting the event. 
Tribal member Avel Medina 

noted the positive impact of their 
involvement, saying, “This gives 
them a chance to showcase their 
recovery, support each other, 
and learn to work as a team. It’s 
amazing to see everything come 
together. I’m super proud of what 
they’ve accomplished today.” 
Twenty people from the recovery 
community helped ensure the event 
ran smoothly.

The Elders Potlatch 
continues to grow each year, 
honoring tradition, celebrating 
community, and creating lasting 
memories for all who attend.
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By Kalvin Valdillez
	 Have you heard about the new 
program available to Tribal families 
through Tulalip Family Haven? Centered 
around Tulalip traditions, stories, and ac-
tivities, the Cultural Parenting Program 
helps connect families to their heritage 
and ancestral teachings while also pro-
viding a space for teens and parents to 
grow together and address issues they are 
facing within the family unit.
	 At its essence, the Cultural Par-
enting Program was specifically designed 
for families with adolescents between the 
ages of 10-18, who are currently experi-
encing the difficult trials and tribulations 
of youth that many Indigenous teens face 
while growing up. 
	 Family Haven Director, Alison 
Bowen, shared, “We were often seeing 
that families that had guardianship of 
children, when they hit ages 13 to 16, 
there was an increase in issues for the 
families - between the youth and the 
adults being able to communicate with each 
other. And what I was hoping for is that we 
could create something that had those really 
good hands-on techniques for helping families 
maneuver around difficult behaviors, by using 
a cultural lens, reflecting on traditions and tribal 
knowledge of raising children in our commu-
nity.”
	 She continued, “The goal is for families 
to feel better prepared to deal with issues and re-
solve them in a way that feels good for them, but 
also to think about how to prevent issues from 
coming up. The program focuses on youth who 
are having difficulties, whether they’re having 
problems at school or whether they’re arguing 
with their parents all the time – and just support-
ing the youth through those troubling teenage 
times.” 
	 By combining two successful evidence-
based programs, Positive Indian Parenting (PIP) 
and the Positive Parenting Program (Triple P), 
and implementing a healthy dose of Tulalip 
culture, Family Haven has curated a 16-session 
program that will help strengthen the family’s 

communication and their overall bond. The 
program is tailored to each family’s needs, and 
though the topics of conversation and issues 
addressed will vary from family to family, the 
lessons and exercises are all based around the 
Tulalip way of life.
	 “We’re aiming to have16 sessions over 
a six-month period, so we could build a deeper 
connection between me, the parents, and the 
youth,” explained Cultural Parenting Specialist, 
Andrea Coberly. “I’ll be having those one-on-
ones with the parents and the youth separately 
and then together. And sometimes I’ll help by 
giving them prompts to talk about. One of my 
favorite sessions is the cedar paddle exercise 
where I go in and explain a canoe to the fam-
ily. A lot of these families don’t necessarily have 
that direct tie-in to the culture, to the traditions.  
I have pictures of a canoe that is full of people. 
I explain what a skipper is and then I have them 
envision a scenario where they’re the skipper, 
the canoe is their life. Who are your pullers? 
Who is going to help you navigate the rough 
waters?”
	

	 Andrea also stated that throughout the 
program, the families will also learn about 
traditional plants and medicines, as well as 
attend a drum making class. Family Haven 
will also incorporate a number of stories into 
their curriculum that is sourced from the el-
ders at the senior center, helping those im-
portant and educational Tulalip stories live 
on. 
	 The idea behind the program is that by 
integrating ancestral knowledge into modern 
day parenting plans, the families will gain a 
new perspective on their ongoing problems 
and develop a better understanding of where 
some of those issues historically stem from. 
And through that understanding, they can 
find common ground and build a strong foun-
dation for their relationships going forward. 
	 Said Andrea, “The way that I explain 
it to them is, let’s start at the root of the 
problem, which is what our ancestors went 
through, what our great grandparents and 
grandparents went through. So, the boarding 
schools, and how that experience has trick-

led down to how we’re parenting our kids now, 
with all the negative discipline tactics. How can 
we work through to remove those? How can we 
create positive ones? How can we acknowledge 
what has happened to us, but also forgive our 
parents, knowing that they went through this 
as well? How can we work to stop that cycle? 
We’re focused on really building upon the posi-
tive. And those interaction skills will create bet-
ter bonds between the family, so the youth feel 
supported and empowered.”
	 Enrollment is referral-based, and you 
can be referred by beda?chelh, the Family Well-
ness Court, Family Services’ substance use dis-
order program, or by filling out a self-referral 
form online. You could learn more about the 
Cultural Parenting Program by contacting Fam-
ily Haven directly at (360) 913-7357 or (360) 
716-3284. You can also visit their website, www.
TulalipTribes-nsn.gov/Dept/FamilyHaven, for 
further details, as well as access their universal 
referral form.

Integrating Tulalip culture into modern 
day parenting with Family Haven
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By: Alexis M. DeLaCruz, JD, 
Education Attorney, TOCLA
	 Backpacks are packed, 
school buses are on the road, and 
students are back in classrooms this 
week. While this is an exciting and 
busy time of year for many students 
and their families, it’s important to 
make sure you know what your 
child’s rights are at school and that 
you have options to ensure they 
have everything they need to learn 
and have a positive 2025-2026 
school year!  
	 All students, including 
tribal students, have legal 
protections and rights at school. 
	 A legal right is an 
entitlement, or personal freedom, 
that is protected by the law. That 
means when you are protected by 
a law and someone violates that 
law, you can complain about that 
violation to make it right. In schools, 
those legal rights protect students 
in many ways. Students have a 
right to attend their neighborhood 
public school for free. Students 
have a right to go to school for a 
full day of learning. Students have 
a right to get special education 
services and accommodations if 
they have a disability. Students with 
disabilities have a right to learn in 
the same classrooms and do the 
same events as students without 
disabilities. Students have a right 
to learn Lushootseed and learn 
about Tulalip tribal practices and 
culture while in school. Students 
also have a right to be free from 
any kind of racial discrimination 
(like name calling) or being bullied 
at school. Students should not be 
getting physically or emotionally 
hurt at school. Students also have 
a right not be overly disciplined 
at school. Students have a right to 
get extra help from their school if 
they keep missing it, or if they’re 
struggling to even get to school on 
time every day.  Schools are also 
supposed to take many steps to 
support their students and families 

so that students come to school and 
learn. These are just some examples 
of the legal rights of students and 
the school’s obligation to support 
all students, including tribal 
members. There are many, many 
more examples of legal rights for 
students at school. 
	 Sometimes students or 
families might not know they 
have legal protections at school. 
They might not know that they can 
complain about what might happen 
at school based on these legal 
rights and protections. If a student 
or family member is worried about 
unfair treatment at school, then 
either of them can get help. 
	 All students, no matter 
the tribal affiliation, race, gender, 
sexual orientation, immigration 
status, age, or disability 
should be treated the same at 
school. All students should 
be treated equally under the 
law. When students are not 
treated equally, they have the 
right to complain about unfair 
treatment and get help with 
those concerns. 
	 It can be hard to know 
what is a legal right or what 
specific laws might protect 
students in specific issues; 
but most people know the 
difference between right 
and wrong and fair or unfair 
treatment. The Tulalip Office 
of Civil Legal Aid (TOCLA) 
is here to help you navigate 
school issues and concerns. If 
you have concerns about how 
your child, grandchild, niece, 
nephew, other family member, 
or foster child has been treated 
at school – for example, by 
either another student or a 
school employee – there is 
simple, easy to understand 
general information TOCLA 
can provide about protections 
at school. We can also share 
information about how to 
advocate for children to get 

the very best public education 
possible. 
	 By beginning to learn more 
about a student’s legal protections 
at school, like the right to be free 
from discrimination, to learn 
alongside everybody else, to be 
free from being bullied, to learn the 
Lushootseed language, and Tulalip 
Tribes’ rich history and culture – 
you can help make sure all students 
are receiving the educations they 
deserve and are entitled to. 
	 The start of the new school 
year is a great time to learn more 
about the laws that protect students 
and their families and learning 
about the resources available to 
address concerns when they may 
arise. If you aren’t sure where to 
start or have questions now, we at 

TOCLA are close by and can help. 
TOCLA’s Team can help a family 
make sense of their student’s rights 
and identify advocacy strategies to 
address concerns.  
	 Be on the lookout for 
community school rights trainings 
being held during the 2025-2026 
school year. These trainings are set 
up to provide general information 
about school rights and advocacy 
strategies to the community, not 
to provide specific legal advice on 
individual situations. Your voice 
does matter! For more information 
about students’ school rights or to 
get help with an individual concern, 
call TOCLA at 360-716-4512 or 
send us an email to: TOCLA_
Intake@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov.

Back-to-school: Knowing your school rights
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Court 
notices

Happy, happy 18th birthday Alisa 
Genevieve Hernandez!  

September 7th 2007 
	 We are so so very proud of you, our beautiful daughter, you 
are so amazing and we love you so much and everything you are 
and do in life. 
	 This ‘25-26 senior year at Pilchuck High School, Alisa is the 
vice president in both ASB and Honor Society and a great athlete in 
both softball and basketball. She’s a shooting star and is on her way 
to change lives and make her mark in life! 
	 We are beyond lucky to have you,  God favored us when he 
blessed us as your parents. We love, love, love you, our bubby 

Mom, Dad & Aj

Notice by Publication. RACHAY IMHOLT, Petitioner v. SHYLA CULTEE IMHOLT, Respondent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-PO-2025-0465.  To the 
above-named Respondent: You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court at 9:00 a.m. on November 4, 
2025.  You must attend the hearing AND answer the complaint by filing a response with the court and serving your response on the Petitioner’s Attorney at 
the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this summons.  If you fail to do so, judgment will be entered against you according to the demand 
of the complaint.  This is a civil case regarding a protection order.  A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court Clerk.  Date Summons first pub-
lished:  August 16, 2025.  Address for service: Dane Woldseth, 4208 198th SW, Suite 201, Lynnwood, WA 98036. Dane M. Woldseth, TTB #A0134, Attorney 
for Petitioner




