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the most of this window of opportunity by 
journeying to �+�0���������3�������; There are two 
gates that require a combination to unlock. 
Please visit or call the Admin Building 
front desk at 360-716-4160 and provide 
your full name, followed by enrollment 
number, to obtain the lock combination. 
	 For the Tulalip Tribes, the moun-
tain huckleberry is intimately tied with 
traditional lifeways and culture. Nearly 
5,000 feet up, in the Mt. Baker-Snoqualm-
ie National Forest, berry pickers are com-
pletely immersed in the grand splendor 
that is the Pacific Northwest. Epic views 
of luscious forestry, towering mountains, 
and clear waterways are mesmerizing. 
	 The Lushootseed Department 
was quick to capitalize on the harvest 
opportunity. They spent a Thursday at 
�+�0���������3������, living out the seasonal har-
vesting traditions they incorporate in their 
teaching lessons.
	 “As soon as we found out the 
huckleberries were ready – our team 

prepared for a trip for the ‘Huckleberry 
Opener 2025’,” shared Lushootseed man-
ager Natosha Gobin. “Berries picked are 
used in lessons teaching the importance of 
harvesting and processing as a tradition-
al food for year-round usage; for foods 
shared during Lushootseed department 
community events; and utilized to create 
giveaway/honorarium items. 

“Reconnecting with the spaces 
that our ancestors traveled to harvest 
brings a sense of belonging,” continued 
Natosha. “It’s an emotional connection 
that helps increase our desire to continue 
learning, teaching and honoring the ways 
of life that helped our ancestors thrive, 
since time immemorial.”
	 An expression of tribal sovereignty. 
Offerings of traditional teachings and 
sustainable land management. An 
invaluable cultural medicine. In addition 
to their high concentration of antioxidants 
and nutrients, it’s clear the peewee sized 
berries are also packed with purpose.

�V�Z�%�G�D�f�[�J�D�O�L���L�V���D���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W���P�D�G�H���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H���E�\���D��
�7�X�O�D�O�L�S���7�U�L�E�H�V���D�Q�G���8���6�����)�R�U�H�V�W���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S��

Drive-In from front page 
“I love coming

 to the drive-in, this is so 
cool. I have seen Mine -

craft before but never at the 
drive-in so I am very excited. 
Eating good food and being 

with my family is great.”

- Ronnie Moses,
Tribal member

“This is my 
�¿�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H
 event. I heard about it 

through friends. It is a cool 
idea, especially with all the 
food vendors. I also really 

liked being able to go for some 
prizes, but more importantly, 

donate to a good cause.”

- Carrie Kalma,
Local attendee

Once a year, the Boom City parking lot behind 
the Tulalip Resort Casino transforms into a lively 
outdoor cinema, thanks to Kelsie and Dan Pablo, in 
partnership with Tulalip Tribes, and Great Rides Cure 
for Cystic Fibrosis, hosting their much-anticipated 
annual movie night. 

The event was packed with food vendors 
offering delicious treats. And there were a variety of 

Continued on next page
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fantastic prizes to win—think 
Mariners tickets, luxurious hotel 
stays, colorful gift baskets filled 
with home and garden goodies, fun 
yard games, golf gear, and more. 

“The turnout this year was 
probably one of our biggest yet,” 
said Kelsie, event host and mother 
to Keldan, whose battle with 
cystic fibrosis inspired the event. 
“I attribute that to the growing 
support, people spreading the word, 
and just the overall excitement 
surrounding it. We’ve seen a lot 
of people returning year after year, 
and new faces too, and that means 
so much to us.”

The community spirit 
was undeniable, with families, 
neighbors, and friends enjoying 

a fun-filled night under the stars. 
Through this event, Kelsie and 
Dan have not only raised funds but 
have also provided a platform for 
families living with cystic fibrosis 
to connect and support one another.

“I had a lot of conversations 
with people this year who were so 
thankful for this event,” Kelsie 
explained. “Especially for families 
dealing with cystic fibrosis. They 
mentioned how grateful they are 
to have a local event like this to 
raise awareness, because not many 
people outside of our community 
truly understand the challenges of 
CF. Every time we complete an 
event like this, it feels like we’re 
one step closer to finding a cure. 
Seeing how this has evolved from a 

small gathering to something much 
bigger, I know we’re on the right 
track.”

The event has also made a 
lasting impact on the community’s 
attitude toward cystic fibrosis. 
Many attendees, some of whom are 
personally affected by CF, expressed 
their gratitude for the opportunity 
to learn more about the disease 
and contribute to finding a cure. 
“It’s not just about raising money, 
it’s about starting conversations, 
educating others, and creating a 
lasting bond among people who 
share the same challenges. Keldan 
is my motivation, and I know we’re 
making a difference,” Kelsie added.

This year’s event also 
marked the beginning of more 

involvement from the community. 
“We’ve had several people 
reach out, wanting to help or 
get involved,” Kelsie said. “It’s 
wonderful to see this momentum 
building, and we’re already 
looking ahead to next year. We’re 
even considering adding a golf 
tournament or other events in the 
future, but for now, we’re grateful 
for the support we have.”

Kimberly Ineze, first-time 
attendee, was also impressed by the 
event, saying, “First time attending 
this drive-in movie event. It’s been 
an excellent night, I enjoy seeing 
all the families together.” When 
asked to describe the evening in 
one word, she said, “Fun.”

By Kalvin Valdillez
	 Inside the Betty J. Tay-
lor Early Learning Academy 
(TELA) longhouse, the sound 
of excited young voices and 
cheerful laughter carried out 
to a large crowd of about 100 
gathered at the small field. 
	 It was warm and sunny 
on August 12, and with the 
temperature reaching nearly 
90-degrees, the parents and 
families of TELA’s latest grad-

uating class were thankful to 
catch a bit of shade underneath 
canopies set in front of the 
longhouse.
	 This year’s Paddling to 
Preschool ceremony celebrated 
about 30 kids who successfully 
completed the birth-to-three 
program this summer. And 
the young learners are already 
eager to begin the new school 
year on the ‘big kids’ wing of 
the academy.

Paddling to Preschool
TELA students 

celebrate ‘A 
Sweet Ending’ 

and prepare 
for a new 
journey



News August 16, 2025      7

	 Said TELA Birth to 
Three Teacher, Samantha 
Marteney, “I feel very hon-
ored today. I’ve been with 
my kids since they were 5-6 
months until they were three 
years old. It’s been an incred-
ible three years with them. I 
feel very happy that I got to 
be a part of their lives and 
help them grow. I love you 
guys, and I’ll miss you, but 
I’m excited for you to be on 
the big kids side!”
	 One by one, the 
students emerged from the 
longhouse to an uproar of ap-
plause as their names were 
announced by their teachers. 
Wearing bright smiles, they 
each received a lei made of 
candy, which coincided per-
fectly with the graduation’s 
theme of ‘A Sweet Ending’ 
that consisted of gummy bear 
and lollipop decor. 
	 With a strong foun-
dation set, the kids are ready 
to continue their education at 
the academy, which is deeply 
rooted in Tulalip culture and 
the Lushootseed language.

	 After witnessing his 
son complete the first phase 
of his educational journey, 
Tulalip father, Payton Com-
enout, proudly exclaimed, 
“Today was perfect. The 
teachers are great here and 
he learned everything I’d ex-
pected and hoped for him to 
learn here. It’s everything you 
could want, for all our teach-
ings to be bestowed upon 
him. I’m glad he gets to learn 
about our culture and our 
Tribe. And I’m glad he gets to 
take all those teachings to the 
other side and continue learn-
ing the culture in preschool.”
	 Since its inception, 
TELA has made strong ef-
forts in teaching its students 
about their heritage and tra-
ditions. TELA’s cultural im-
mersive curriculum has in-
troduced songs, stories, and 
the ancestral language of the 
Tulalip people to the future 
generations of the Tribe at a 
very young age. 
	 Sheryl Fryberg, TE-
LA’s Director, stated, “We 
just had a curriculum meeting 

today. We were talking about 
developing the new curricu-
lum based on the seasons, and 
we have all of the staff partic-
ipating in that curriculum so 
that we can be teaching that 
this is our way of life, this 
is who we are. And sharing 
that with families, it’s just the 
most beautiful thing. That’s 
always been my dream - how 
do we share this with families 
that haven’t had the opportu-
nity to learn much about their 
culture and who they are as a 
people?
	 “A few years ago, we 
didn’t have Lushootseed in 
the birth-to-three wing. We 
went to a work study program 
in New Zealand and saw what 
they were doing in their early 
learning programs - they 
started at the early ages. And 
now, we are already seeing a 
difference in our kids from 
starting at birth to three and 
when they go to preschool.  
They have more language 
than I ever had in my life at 
birth to three. Besides listen-
ing to my grandma, but there’s 

Continued on next page
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not any elder speakers anymore so 
we have to provide that. Otherwise 
we all lose our language and our 
culture. We lose who we are. This 
gives the students the opportunity 
to learn with their families.”
	 Over the years, TELA 
has continued to build upon that 
cultural component in and out of 
the classroom. This includes the 
recent establishment of five new 
playgrounds on the campus - all 
with Tulalip specific playground 
equipment that features canoes, 
local wildlife, like killer whales, 
eagles, and bears, as well as the 
longhouse, which was designed 
in the likeness of the smokehouse 
overlooking Tulalip Bay.
 	 At the beginning of the 
summer, the students organized 
their very own Salmon Ceremo-
ny and held the gathering in their 
longhouse. The academy also hosts 
an annual clambake outside of the 
longhouse for their students and 
families at the end of the school 
year. 
	

	 When asked about the 
importance of holding the mov-
ing up ceremony at the new long-
house, Sheryl shared, “The word 
that comes into my heart is divine. 
[The longhouse] is a representa-
tion of who we are as a people. It 
almost makes me want to cry, as 
they’re coming through the long-
house – and they’ve been getting 
storytelling in there throughout the 
year and having activities in there 
– having this culminating event 
in this place, it just means every-
thing. It gives honor to who we 
are. I love that. It’s beautiful – our 
culture and our language are beau-
tiful.”
	 Following the ceremony, 
the kids received their very first di-
plomas as well as personalized gift 
bags. The little scholars then got 
the chance to enjoy some sunshine 
with their friends and families 
while visiting the photo booth and 
the cookie and ice cream station. 
Congratulations to all of the birth-
to-three graduates at TELA and 
good luck on your future studies.
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Healthy Homes Grant
Dear Silver Village Residents,
	 My name is Heidi Zackuse, and I’m the Healthy 
Homes Manager for the Tulalip Housing Department. I 
am a proud Tulalip Tribal member from the Zackuse/Hill 
family, born and raised here in Tulalip. I applied for this 
position because of my background in construction and, 
more importantly, because lung health is deeply personal to 
me. In my own family, we’ve been affected by serious lung 
conditions such as Asthma, COPD, and Cystic Fibrosis.
	 My goal is to work with you as a team to make your 
home as healthy as possible for you and your family.
	 The Housing Director has identified the Silver 
Village area as a potential health risk, and we were awarded 
a Healthy Homes Grant to address these concerns.
	 Over the next three months, I will visit your home 
to assess and identify any health-related risks. I’ll then work 
with a team of professionals to address, mitigate, and resolve 
any issues we find.
	 Here’s what the process will look like:
•	 Assessment Form - You’ll receive a form either posted 

on your door or handed to you. You can also scan the QR 
code below to complete it. Please fill it out; it helps us 
understand any concerns you already have and prepare 
for the inspection.

•	 Home Inspection - A professional will conduct a 
thorough inspection of your home, which may take up to 
3 hours. We’ll need access to your crawl space and attic 
to identify potential issues and recommend solutions.

•	 Follow-Up Work - If needed, we’ll schedule additional 
visits to perform maintenance, repairs, or installations to 
improve your home’s health and safety.

•	 Healthy Homes Kit - Every resident will receive a kit with 
helpful items to support a healthier living environment.

	 I look forward to meeting you and discussing how we 
can make your home safer and healthier.
To schedule your assessment, please call me at 360-716-4650 
between 7:00 AM and 3:30 PM. If I don’t answer, please 
leave a message with your name and the best way to reach 
you, and I’ll return your call as soon as possible.

Warm regards, 
Heidi J. Zackuse 
Healthy Homes Manager 
Tulalip Housing Department 
7730 36th Ave NW, Tulalip, WA 98271 
360-716-4650 
hfryberg@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov 
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Court notices
TUL-CV-YI-2025-0526. SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip WA. In Re the Welfare of:  N. D. W. TO:  JAVIER BARCENAS MORALES 
WILLIAMS: YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Petition for Suspension of Pa-
rental Rights for a Youth in a State ICWA Matter Under TTC 4.05.720(4) was filed 
in the above-entitled Court in the above-entitled action pursuant to TTC 4.05. You 
are hereby summoned to appear and defend regarding the above entitled action at 
the Suspension of Parental Rights Hearing on MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2025, at 
01:30 P.M. at an IN-PERSON HEARING in Tulalip Tribal Court, 6332 31st Ave 
NE, Suite B, Tulalip, WA 98271.  NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you 
must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER JUDGMENT 
WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: July 19, 2025.

Notice by Publication. RACHAY IMHOLT, Petitioner v. SHYLA CULTEE IMHOLT, Respon-
dent. Tulalip Tribal Court No. TUL-CV-PO-2025-0465.  To the above-named Respondent: You 
are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above-entitled action in Tulalip Tribal Court 
at 9:00 a.m. on November 4, 2025.  You must attend the hearing AND answer the complaint 
by filing a response with the court and serving your response on the Petitioner’s Attorney at 
the address below within 60 days of the first publication of this summons.  If you fail to do so, 
judgment will be entered against you according to the demand of the complaint.  This is a civil 
case regarding a protection order.  A copy of the complaint is on file with the Tulalip Court 
Clerk.  Date Summons first published:  August 16, 2025.  Address for service: Dane Woldseth, 
4208 198th SW, Suite 201, Lynnwood, WA 98036. Dane M. Woldseth, TTB #A0134, Attorney 
for Petitioner

Blake case 
might clean 

up your 
criminal 
record 

Submitted by Jacob Kuykendall, 
Tulalip Office of Civil Legal Aid
	 In 2021 the Washington 
State Supreme Court decided a 
case that decided that the previous 
law criminalizing drug possession 
in our state was unconstitutional. 
This means that most felony drug 
possession convictions from before 
2021 are eligible to be removed 
from your public criminal record 
AND any legal fines collected 
for those convictions could be 
refunded. Unfortunately, the State 
was unable to create a system to 
help people with past convictions 
that might now be unconstitutional, 
so many people in Washington 
have past convictions they can 
expunge and they don’t know it. 
If this is you, contact TOCLA to 
be screened for eligibility to meet 
with Jacob, our Reentry attorney, 
for assistance.

About the State v. Blake decision
	 In 2021 the Washington 
State Supreme Court struck down 
the felony drug possession law 
that had been in place for decades. 
In the past, if you were charged 
with felony drug possession 
under Washington state law, the 
prosecutor had to prove that you 
were in possession of an illegal 
drug in order to convict you of 

felony drug possession. Tens of 
thousands of Washingtonians were 
arrested, charged and convicted 
under this law over the course of 
decades. But when the Washington 
Supreme Court reviewed the Blake 
case, they found a problem: the law 
as written did not require the State 
to prove that the person found with 
the drugs meant to be possessing 
them. In other words, the law did 
not differentiate someone who put 
drugs in their pocket on purpose and 
someone who did not know that a 
jacket they had borrowed had drugs 
in the pocket. The Court found that 
a law that does not require the State 
to prove that someone meant to 
break the law was unconstitutional, 
so they decided that the law was 
invalid.
	 If the law was invalid, 
this meant that tens of thousands 
of Washington residents were 
convicted wrongfully, that they 
had paid legal fines that were not 
owed, and that there were hundreds 
or thousands of people currently 
in prison who were convicted or 
received harsher sentences because 
of a law that was unconstitutional.

The aftermath
	 If the law criminalizing drug 
possession was unconstitutional, 
that meant there was a whole lot of 
new work for the state Legislature 
and Courts around the state.
	 First, the state legislature 
had to pass a new law criminalizing 
the possession of drugs that 
required the prosecutor to prove 
the defendant meant to possess the 
drugs.
	 Second, everyone currently 
in prison for conviction under 
the old law AND anyone who 
was currently in prison who got 
a harsher sentence because of 

previous convictions for the old 
law would need to have their case 
reviewed and be resentenced.
	 And third, every superior 
Court in the state would need to 
create a system for processing cases 
of people who were out of prison. 
The thousands of people who had 
convictions on their record from 
the unconstitutional law, and those 
who had paid legal fines they were 
now were owed a refund on.
	 But, there was a catch. 
Washington state does not have 
a uniform court system, so every 
court has its own method of 
tracking cases and managing legal 
fines. And many of the smaller 
courts did not have the money or 
the people required to fix all of the 
old convictions and issue refunds, 
and for some courts the money that 
had been collected in legal fines had 
been spent away years ago and they 
did not have any for refunds now. 
So, they left it up to the individual 
people with the convictions to learn 
about the change in the law, go to 
court themselves, and ask that their 
records be corrected and any legal 
fines returned. If you didn’t know 
about the change in the law, or you 
didn’t know whether you qualified 
for a refund… too bad. 

The aftermath’s aftermath
	 To fill the gap of the 
people needed to help educate 
the public about the new law and 
assist individuals in requesting 
their records to be fixed and their 
legal fines refunded, a number of 
legal aid organizations and non-
profits sprung up to fill the gaps in 
2021. They were not able to help 
everyone, and they relied on state 
grant funding to keep their relatively 
small staff working on spreading 
the word about the change in the 

law and to help people figure out 
if they were impacted by State v. 
Blake.
	 But unfortunately in 2025, 
with Washington state facing a 
severe budget shortfall, the State 
budget slashed all funding for 
assistance with State v. Blake to 
zero. The groups that had come 
together to help people with their 
rights under State v. Blake are 
being forced to let people go and 
drastically reduce their assistance 
at a time when both federal and 
state grant funding is at an all-time 
low.

The good news
	 The good news is, if you’re 
a Tulalip tribal member who thinks 
you might have an unconstitutional 
conviction on your record, or 
you don’t know, YOU can get an 
attorney to help you. The Tulalip 
Office of Civil Legal Aid (TOCLA) 
has a reentry attorney available to 
review your criminal record for 
any relief you may be entitled to, 
and can represent you in requesting 
your Blake convictions be removed 
from your criminal record and that 
you receive any refund you might 
be entitled to. And that’s not all, if 
you have other criminal convictions 
on your record you could get 
assistance with those as well, 
including: expungement of eligible 
criminal convictions, reductions 
of outstanding legal fines, driver’s 
license relicensing, and more.
	 If you think this might 
apply to you, or you would like to 
learn more, please call the TOCLA 
intake line at 360-716-4512 today 
and let one of their intake people 
know that you read this article 
and you may need reentry legal 
services. 




