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See Quilt, page 6

Marysville School District’s fi rst 
unifi ed sports program

By Kalvin Valdillez
 The Marysville Getchell High School 
gymnasium was nearly fi lled to capacity for 
Friday night hoops on January 24. The pep 
band and full cheer squad added to the am-
biance, as well as dozens of students who 
donned their MGHS green and white colors, 
showcasing school spirit while they cheered 
on their team. 
 The band played tunes such as The 
Final Countdown, We Will Rock You, and the 
Time Warp to help amp up the players on the 
fl oor while they hit a few warmup shots. And 
though some of the players were all business, 
with their game faces on, most couldn’t help 
but hide the smiles from their faces as they 

See Unifi ed Sports, page 4

Iconic 
McCoy quilt 

gifted to 
Tulalip Boys 
& Girls Club

Left: John’s daughter Sheila, Tulalip 
Club offi ce manager Diane Prouty, 
John’s wife Jeannie, Tulalip Club 
director Shawn Sanchey, and B&GC 
Club of Snohomish County 
executive director Bill Tsoukalas. 
(photo courtesy Shawn Sanchey)
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syəcəb?

Contact Rosie Topaum at 
360.716.4298 
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rtopaum@tulaliptribes-nsn.gov

Note: Updates and revisions 
done to the mailing list happen 
quarterly. The list is updated 
February, May, August and 
November of each year. You 
an contact Kalvin Valdillez at 
kvaldillez@tulaliptribes-nsn.
gov for specific issues of the 
paper. 
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In memoriam: 
Frank F. Madison, 1923-2002 
Sherrill Guydelkon, 1945-2008

Correction
 In the January 25 issue, in the article  “MP wrestling quest to stay undefeated,” the phone 
number listed for Cassidy M. was incorrect. The correct phone number is 425-212-7488. 
We apologize for any confusion or inconvenience this may have caused. 
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Unified Sports from front page 

took in the moment.
 This is the first year that 
Getchell implemented a new extra-
curricular activities program known 
as Unified Sports. This program 
promotes inclusion by bringing stu-
dents with and without special needs 
together on the same floor as team-
mates, helping build friendships and 
providing students with intellectual 
disabilities the chance to experience 
the excitement of high school sports. 
Something that they are often ex-
cluded from. 
 As the opening buzzer 
sounded, the players hit the court to 
take on their opponents hailing from 
Burlington-Edison High. Just a few 
possessions into the game, Tulalip 
tribal member Xavier Jones got the 
ball on a fast break. As he hit the jets 
and drove the ball down the court, 
zigzagging between the opposing 
team members, he spotted fellow 
Tribal member, Sean “Optimus” 
Mace ahead of the pack near the low 
block and immediately passed him 
the rock. 
 Optimus let one player zoom 
by and shook off another with a 
pump fake before going up strong 
and putting two points on the board 
for the home team. When his shot 
went through the net, the entire place 
erupted. And on his way back on de-
fense he hit Xavier with the famous 
basketball nod and point of acknowl-
edgment for the assist before blow-
ing multiple kisses to the fans in at-
tendance. 
 Unified Sports was devel-

oped by the Special Olympics and is 
consistently growing across the na-
tion with nearly 9,000 schools partic-
ipating in the program today. MGHS 
is the first Unified Sports Champion 
School in the Marysville School Dis-
trict. And though she is quick to give 
credit to school faculty and leader-
ship who supported her effort, the 
program was ultimately brought to 
the school by MGHS Special Educa-
tion Native Liaison and Tulalip tribal 
member, Amy Sheldon. 
 Amy shared, “A few years 
ago, I actually got invited to watch 
a Unified Champion Sports Game 
at Arlington High School and I was 
moved to tears to see how amazing 
it was and to see everyone playing 
together. I knew this was something 
I wanted to create for our school. 
We’re the only Unified Champion 
School in the district. We’re trying 
to make it grow and bring it to other 
schools like MP, but it’s a lot of buy 
in and a lot of work. It wasn’t easy. 
Without my friends, coworkers, our 
Native American Friends Club that 
shows up and helps us out, I wouldn’t 
have been able to do it by myself.”
 Members of the MGHS Na-
tive American Friends Club were 
both in the stands supporting the 
team and also on the court, helping 
facilitate the game by distributing the 
ball to their teammates, ensuring that 
each person got the chance to score 
some points and show off their skills. 
What makes this story even more 
heartwarming is the fact that both the 
MGHS boys and girls varsity teams 



News February 1, 2025      5

had games the very same night in 
Stanwood, which means everybody 
in attendance chose to show up for 
the Unified Sports team and root 
them on during their second game 
of the season. 
 The unified team has nu-
merous players on the roster, so 
much so that there were enough 
participants for three different rota-
tions, all of whom wore the biggest 
grins as they made their way up and 
down the floor throughout the eve-
ning. The game was split into two 
14-minutes halves and helped raise 
funds for the program by taking in 
donations for admission. 
 Altogether, there were four 
representatives of Tulalip on the 
court, including Xavier, Optimus, 
and Leah Stacy, along with Sammy 
Reyes who is a partner of a tribal 
member. As the final seconds of 
the game ticked down, MGHS was 

down just a few points. The team 
collectively made sure the final 
possession went to the namesake of 
the local non-profit Leah’s Dream. 
And just before the closing buzzer 
sounded, Leah scored a layup to 
bring the game to an end. Leah 
jumped up and down in triumph 
after getting her bucket and was 
quickly joined by her entire team in 
her excitement. 
 No one was more excited 
for her than her grandpa, Ray Shel-
don Jr., who was watching from the 
bleachers and threw his arms in the 
air when she hit her shot. Said Ray, 
“That was really fun! I enjoyed 
that a lot. She’s getting better and 
we can see the progression. Ev-
ery week she’s gaining more con-
fidence. I think that’s what we’re 
trying to do here, build confidence 
in these kids so that they can do 
many, many good things in life. My 

grandson Sammy was able to play a 
little bit too. And this is a great way 
for them all to get some physical 
activity out of it. It’s exciting to see 
all these kids – to be able to play 
where they usually wouldn’t have 
the opportunity to play. It’s good 
that they all get this experience and 
learn how to work together.”
 Following the game, Tu-
lalip News caught up with Xavier 
Jones. Xavier expressed, “I had a 
lot of fun. We just learned how to 
play basketball and even though 
this is new, we all try our best. My 
favorite part is just playing more 
basketball with everyone and being 
the best player I can be.”
 Amy shared that the team is 
currently in the process of getting 
in contact with other schools with a 
Unified Sports program and sched-
uling more games this season. They 
are also gearing up for soccer this 

Spring, something that all the kids 
are looking forward to.
 “They’re amazing kids,” 
Amy stated. “This is important 
because it promotes inclusion and 
acceptance. We’re just starting off 
small and doing the best we can. 
I’ve always wanted this inclusion, 
and to see this happen is like the 
biggest blessing. For all the fund-
ing, I’m working on grants through 
the Special Olympics and Tulalip 
Special Olympics to help build 
unity. This is our first season and 
it’s so great to see how happy this 
makes people – the students, ad-
ministrators, families. And I’m so 
proud that there are so many Tul-
alip students on the team, it’s amaz-
ing!”
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Quilt from front page 

By Micheal Rios
As the legend goes, 

in 2003 John McCoy and his 
wife Jeannie attended a Boys & 
Girls Club Auction where they 
enthusiastically bid on, and 
ultimately won, a one-of-a-kind 
quilt. That quilt was so precious 
to John that he took it with him 
to Olympia where it remained 
a fixture for 17 years while he 
served in the Washington State 
Legislature.

While he served more 
than 10 years in the Washington 
House of Representatives, 
the quilt hung on his office 
wall. When he transitioned to 
the State Senate and proudly 
represented the 38th Legislative 
District for another 7 years, the 
quilt remained with him, still 
affixed to his office wall.

John retired from 
public service in 2020 and 
passed away in 2023, just a 
few months shy of his 80th 
birthday. Following his passing, 
Chairwoman Teri Gobin said, 
“John had a national recognition 
for being an innovative and 
visionary leader. He brought 
legislation forward not only 

for the Tribes but for the State 
of Washington and so many 
communities throughout Indian 
Country. He promoted bills on 
environment protection, health 
care, Native voting rights and 
education. Today, our children 
are benefiting from what John 
worked tireless to implement 
on the State, County, and Tribal 
levels.”

Recently, Jeannie 
McCoy was doing some 
reorganizing at her home and 
came across a particular quilt 
that had been folded and boxed 
up with this office things. As 
quickly as she recognized 
which quilt it was, she also 
recognized the need for it to be 
gifted to a new home. 

“The entire time he 
was in Olympia, he had this 
practice of hanging up quilts 
and Pendleton blankets in his 
office. That Boys & Girls Club 
quilt was the very first one he 
ever hung up. It was a constant 
reminder that he was always 
working to make things better 
for the kids,” explained Jeannie, 
John’s wife of an astounding 58 
years. “I wasn’t sure if the Boys 

& Girls Club would even want 
it, but I thought it was important 
to reach out and ask them. The 
Club staff were happy to have it 
and I was thrilled for it to have 
a new home.”

When Jeannie and her 
daughter Sheila arrived at the 
Club with the quilt, they were 
met by staff who were eager to 
accept the heartwarming gift. 
One of those staff members 
was Diane Prouty, who the kids 
affectionately call ‘grandma 
Diane’.

“It was a literal blast 
from the past. When I saw 
the quilt, it brought me to 
goosebumps and tears because 
I remembered making it with 
two other wonderful ladies, 
Mona Vallo and Marie Davis, 
who are both deceased,” shared 
Diane. The quilt not only found 
a home, it had found one of its 
original makers.

“Within the quilt are 
hundreds of little hearts. Those 
hearts represent the hundreds of 
kids our Club serves every day,” 
she added. “And the hands that 
form the border, those represent 
the staff, mentors and coaches 

Senator McCoy (deceased) served in 
the Washington State Legislature for 17 
years, where he was one of the state’s 
longest-serving Native American law-
makers. 

who protect the kids and want to help create 
the brightest, happiest memories for every kid 
who walks through our doors.”
 John and Jeannie McCoy’s 
grandchildren and great-children are among 
the countless number of Tulalip youth who’ve 
found sanctuary at the reservation’s Club. A 
safe place where kids can just be kids and rely 
on the consistency of warm meals and warm-
hearted staff members. Plans are in the works 
to have the quilt hung on one of the walls in 
the gym. Where it can serve as a reminder to 
make things better for the kids, like it meant 
to John for all those years.
 “The development of the Tulalip Boys 
& Girls Club and all the partnerships it’s been 
able to establish that have really made not just 
the kids’ lives better, but the Tribe better, too, 
is something John was always proud of,” said 
Jeannie. “I can’t think of a better place for the 
quilt to be.”
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A call to stewardship: 
Uniting for Earth Day 2025

 
 Our lands are 
sacred. Protecting our 
community and the 
surrounding environment 
is essential for restoring 
the land and creating a 
healthier future—not just 
for the people who call 
this place home but also 
for the plants and animals 
that depend on these lands. 
They don’t have a voice in 
how their environment is 
shaped, making our role as 
caretakers even more vital. 
 Natural Resources 
Environmental and 
Education Outreach 
Coordinator Melissa Gobin, 
reminds us that every day 
should be treated as Earth 
Day. She emphasizes 
the importance of being 
stewards of the land and 
inspiring others to embrace 
this responsibility. With this 
spirit in mind, the Natural 
Resource department is 
reaching out to gather ideas 
and support for this year’s 
Earth Day initiatives, which 
will take place on April 22 
and the days leading up to it. 
 Last year’s events brought 
the community together for 
meaningful activities, including 
a plant walk that educated 
participants about native species 
and invasive plants, clean-up 
efforts at local rain gardens and 
public spaces, and salmon habitat 
restoration at Quil Ceda Creek. 
Multiple organizations collaborated 
to plant trees, create shade, and 
support the creek’s ecosystem. 

These events showcased the power 
of teamwork and community 
action, leaving a lasting impact. 
 Building on last year’s 
successes, the aim is to create an 
even more significant impact this 
year, focusing on trash removal, 
invasive species management, 
and maintaining public gardens. 
Community clean-up efforts 
will target areas such as 27th 
Avenue on the Rez, Tulalip 
beaches, and other local spaces.  

 This year’s initiatives 
include creating a seed bank and 
food-sharing program, encouraging 
community members to donate 
seeds, grow their gardens, and share 
homegrown produce to promote 
food security. Volunteers will clean 
and repair gardens across multiple 
Tulalip buildings and plant native 
vegetation to enhance green spaces. 
 Natural Resources will also 
be collaborating with local and 
national organizations, including 

the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), Sound Solutions, 
the Marysville School 
District, and various tribal 
entities such as beda?chelh.  
  This is a 
community-driven initiative, 
and it needs your input to 
succeed. Share ideas for new 
activities or locations that 
need attention, volunteer 
at clean-up events, plant 
walks, or educational 
booths, or donate seeds, 
gardening tools, or financial 
contributions to support 
restoration projects. These 
initiatives are focused 
on Tulalip but are open 
to everyone—not just 
tribal members, to create 
a better future for all 
living beings who depend 
on these sacred lands. 
  Melissa Gobin 
emphasizes, “Raising 
awareness about our 
community’s health, 
the environment, and 
sustainability efforts is 
crucial. Let’s inspire everyone 
to love Mother Earth.” 
   Please get in touch 

with Melissa Gobin at mgobin@
tulaliptribes-nsn.gov to share 
your ideas, volunteer, or donate. 
Let’s make this year’s Earth 
Day a celebration of our shared 
commitment to protecting the 
environment and ensuring a 
thriving future for all.

By Wade Sheldon
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Court 
notices

TUL-CV-YI-2024-0987. SUM-
MONS BY PUBLICATION Tul-
alip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA. In 
Re the Welfare of: A. G. III TO: 
ANDRES GOMEZ, JR., AND SA-
MANTHA BIRD GOSHORN, YOU 
ARE BOTH HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that a Youth in Need of Care ac-
tion was filed in the above-enti-
tled Court pursuant to TTC 4.05. 
You are both hereby summoned 
to appear and defend regarding 
the above-entitled action at an IN 
PERSON Adjudicatory Hearing 
on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 
2025, at 09:00 A.M. – IN PER-
SON; This will be an IN PERSON 
hearing in Tulalip Tribal Court; go 
to 6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, 
Tulalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You 
have important legal rights, and 
you must take steps to protect 
your interests.  IF YOU FAIL TO 
ANSWER JUDGMENT WILL 
BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. 
Date first published: December 
21, 2024.

TUL-CV-EL-2024-0792, SUM-
MONS BY PUBLICATION Tul-
alip Tribal Court, Tulalip, WA. TO: 
CASSANDRA JONES (D.O.B. 
07/26/1982). You are hereby no-
tified that a petition for a Elder 
Protection Order was filed in the 
above entitled court pursuant to 
TTC 4.30. You are hereby sum-
moned to appear regarding the 
above-entitled action at a hearing 
on Tuesday, February 11th, 2025 
at 9AM, in Tulalip Tribal Court, 
6332 31st Ave NE, Suite B, Tu-
lalip, WA 98271. NOTICE: You 
have important legal rights and 
must take steps to protect you in-
terests. RESPONDENT SHALL 
APPEAR AND ANSWER THE 
COMPLAINT WITHIN SIXTY 
(60) DAYS FROM THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THE SUMMONS, IF YOU 
FAIL TO REPOND OR SERVE 
YOUR WRITTEN RESPONSE 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE 
FIRST DAY OF PUBLICATION, 
THE COURT MAY ENTER AN 
ORDER OF DEFAULT AGAINST 
YOU, AND THE COURT MAY, 
WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE 
TO YOU, ENTER A DECREE 
AND APPROVE OR PROVIDE 
FOR THE OTHER RELIEF RE-
QUESTED IN THE SUMMONS 
AND COMPLAINT. Date first 
published: December 14, 2024.




