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See Hatchery Funding, page 3

Tulalip hosts NNABA’s largest 
basket weaving event

PG 7PG 5

Reclaiming your joy, love, 
and laughter

Celebrating an 
investment in 

Indigenous 
science

By Micheal Rios in collaboration with 
NOAA Fisheries
  Coast Salish leadership from 
Metlakatla to Yakama Nation, and many 
tribes in between, gathered with federal 
and state leaders at the Tulalip Reser-
vation on October 3 to celebrate $240 
million in federal funding for tribal 
hatcheries. This Infl ation Reduction Act 
investment offers much-needed fi nan-
cial assistance to 27 tribes from North-
ern California to Southeast Alaska meet 
urgent maintenance and modernization 
needs of their on-reservation salmon 
hatchery programs.

Bureau of Indian Affairs assistant secretary Bryan Newland, Lummi Nation secretary Lisa 
Wilson, executive director of Columbia River inter-tribal fi sh commission Aja DeCoteau, 
and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration regional administrator Jennifer 
Quan visit Tulalip’s salmon hatchery.
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Hatchery Funding from front page 

Continued on next page

 National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Fisheries partnered with the Interi-
or Department’s Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) to disperse the funds. 
Initial payments of $2 million are 
currently being distributed to each 
of the 27 tribes. The remaining 
$186 million will be allocated by 
competitive grants in 2025.
 “I want to thank NOAA for 
listening to us. We, as tribal gov-
ernments, go back and forth a lot 
with Washington D.C. and Olym-
pia. Sometimes we are met with 
closed ears, and we can not get 
the work done unless our elected 
leaders on the state and federal 
levels are willing to listen to what 
we have to say,” explained Tulalip 
Vice Chairwoman Misty Napeahi. 
“As tribes, we’ve had to learn to 
embrace western science because it 
gives us the data we need to get our 
points across. 

 “We are trying to teach a 
nation how to see the Earth through 
an Indigenous lens. That we are not 
here to conquer it nor extract all it’s 
resources, but to live in harmony as 
one with nature,” continued Misty. 
“This is our science given to us 
by the Creator and passed down 
through our ancestors. We know 
we have to use our science to save 
our lands, to save our oceans, and 
to save our way of life for our fu-
ture generations. But we can’t do 
this without people being willing to 
listen. I raise my hands to NOAA 
for not only listening to us, but be-
ing willing to invest in our Indig-
enous knowledge and science.”
 Treaties with the U.S. gov-
ernment in the 1850s, such as our 
Point Elliot Treaty, promised many 
tribes hunting and fishing rights. 
However, the decline of salmon in 
Pacific Northwest rivers has place 
great burden on hatcheries to pro-

vide the bulk of fish necessary to 
sustain tribal fisheries. The com-
mitment of funding by the Biden-
Harris Administration is a step 
toward delivering on the treaty 
promises that tribes have fish to 
catch.
 “In the course of 3 months, 
from starting conversations, I start-
ed getting letters from 22 tribes 
with an agreed path forward,” said 
Jennifer Quan, West Coast Region-
al Administrator for NOAA Fisher-
ies, to the crowd of people gathered 
within the TRC’s Orca Ballroom. 
“Thank you to all the tribes who 
rolled up their sleeves and got to 
an agreement very fast. It’s helping 
us get this program on the ground 
quickly. I think this is the fastest the 
tribes and the federal government 
have ever moved together.”

Many Leaders Attend 
Celebration

 A Tulalip Veterans color 
guard and group of pint-sized cul-
ture bearers from Quil Ceda Ele-
mentary kicked off the celebratory 
event, which Tulalip Chairwoman 
Teri Gobin opened with a prayer 
passed down from her father, Stan 
Jones. Vice Chair Misty Napeahi 
emceed a panel of speakers that in-
cluded Governor Jay Inslee, U.S. 
Representative Rick Larsen, and 
Bryan Newland, Assistant Secre-
tary of Indian Affairs for the De-
partment of the Interior.
 “I’m so excited for today’s 
announcement that a quarter of a 
billion dollars is going to tribal fish 
hatcheries to help restore salmon 
populations,” said Assistant Secre-
tary Newland (Ojibwe). “Equally 
as important is what this invest-
ment represents; its an investment 
in tribal-led management and care-
taking of our salmon relatives. We 
know that when tribes were man-

“We are trying to teach a nation how 
to see the Earth through an Indigenous 
lens. That we are not here to conquer it 
nor extract all it’s resources, but to live 

in harmony as one with nature.” 

- Misty Napeahi
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aging these ecosystems and our 
relationships with our relatives on 
land and in both the air and sea, 
that was an era of abundance. We 
need tribes leading the efforts to 
restore salmon, leading partner-
ships with local, state, and federal 
agencies to restore critical habitat, 
if we are to restore balance to our 
relationship framework with our 
natural environment. That’s what 
is necessary for us to return to an 
era of abundance.”
 Tribal leaders and elder 
representation from many of the 
27 tribes attended the celebra-
tion located on the shores of the 
Salish Sea. Tribal representation 
from across the Pacific Northwest 
included the Metlakatla of South-
east Alaska, Quileute, Jamestown 
S’Klallam, Lummi Nation, Still-
aguamish, Quinault, Yakama Na-
tion, Warm Springs, Suquamish, 
Sauk-Suiattle and Nez Peirce.
 The event continued from 
the Resort Casino with visits to Tu-
lalip hatchery facilities. The lower 
pond of Tulalip Creek teemed with 
Coho salmon returning to their re-
lease site, as tribal fishing boats 
dotted the expanse of Tulalip Bay. 
“Ninety-five percent of Chinook 
and Coho salmon harvested by 
Tulalip fisherman come from our 
local hatcheries,” informed Jason 
Gobin, Executive Director of Nat-
ural Resources.
 “While our local hatchery 
is still productive, funding will 
help address deferred maintenance 
and update hatchery operations to 
the latest technology. Decades-old 
hatchery infrastructure needs up-
grades to release salmon smolts 
and the collection of brood stock 
with more efficiency and targeted 
timing,” Jason added. 

Hatchery Requires Updates
 Several members of Tul-
alip’s Natural Resources depart-
ment presented initial plans for 
modernizing the Tribe’s Bernie 
‘Kai-Kai’ Gobin Salmon Hatch-
ery. While the Tribe has already 

set aside funds for renovations, 
federal resources will kick-start 
the improvements. Most other 
eligible tribes, including the Nez 
Perce Tribe and the Lummi Na-
tion, have identified specific plans 
for hatchery upgrades.
 “This is a much-needed 
injection into the infrastructure 
that supports all these hatcheries,” 
Jason told media members during 
the hatcheries tour.
 Tribal salmon hatcheries 
help the U.S. government fulfill 
its treaty obligations, while also 
removing fishing pressure on wild 
stocks. Some tribal hatchery pro-
grams have also led to the rebound 
of wild salmon. For example, the 
Nez Perce efforts have revital-
ized Snake River fall-run Chi-
nook salmon; the Lummi Nation’s 
hatchery program has restored 
spring-run Chinook in the Nook-
sack River.     
 Beyond treaty promises 
and conservation goals, tribal 
hatcheries help drive on-reserva-
tion employment, salmon nutri-
tion for specific ceremonies, and 
the preservation of cultural tradi-
tions. The approximate 11.5 mil-
lion juvenile salmon raised and 
released each year contribute to 
the tens of millions of salmon pro-
duced annually by tribal hatcher-
ies in Washington State alone.
 “I know how hard the 
tribes have worked to keep these 
tribal hatcheries going, because 
they are so important to their cul-
ture and way of life,” reflected 
Jennifer, NOAA Regional Admin-
istrator. “I am proud that we have 
been able to provide such substan-
tial new funding for the hatcheries. 
It tells me that the nation recogniz-
es these hatcheries’ crucial role in 
delivering on the treaty promises 
that the government made to many 
tribes so long ago.”
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By Kalvin Valdillez
 “We have to be able to 
grieve. We have to be able to process 
loss,” said Nola Jeffrey. “And 
there’s many ways that we could do 
that – you can go to therapy and talk 
to someone, and that does help. But 
I’d rather do ceremony, I’d rather 
go to the water, I’d rather go into a 
sweat lodge, I’d rather sit in a circle 
with our people and talk to them. 
Because what you’ll fi nd is that we 
share things in common, and in that, 
it gives us strength.”
 A sage bundle burned atop 
an abalone shell at the entrance 
of the Gathering Hall. As people 
arrived, they took a moment to 
ground themselves, guiding the 
fragrant vapors from head to toe, 
cleansing their bodies and spirit 
before stepping into the Hall on the 

evening of October 7.
 At the start of September, 
the Tulalip Tribes introduced an 
initiative to the community dubbed 
the Season of Healing.  Since then, 
the Tribe has organized a number 
of gatherings aimed at healing the 
mind, body, spirit, and heart of 
its membership, and also of the 
citizens who work for the Tribe or 
live on the reservation. Through 
TED-Talk-esque panels and 
traditional art projects, the people 
have been absorbing the knowledge 
and teachings shared at these events 
with the intention of applying it to 
their own healing journey. 
 Tulalip Board of Director, 
Theresa Sheldon, explained, 
“The Season of Healing came 
about to the BOD, really from the 
community saying that they want to 

Reclaiming your 
joy, love, and 

laughter

address trauma. We put together 
eight Mondays of speakers, eight 
Saturdays of art to talk about hard 
issues and work through them at 
the same time. Having speakers 
come from outside the community 
to talk about things that impact 
you, in a safe environment, is 
really the intent and purpose of us 
doing that. And then working on 
art projects so we can then get it 
out. Art takes a different piece of 
your brain and a concentration of 
peace and balance that we don’t 
use when we’re in fi ght or fl ight. It 
was an intentional combination to 
have speakers and art together.”
 The latest installment of 
the Season of Healing focused 
on dealing with grief and loss. 
According to a recent study 
by the CDC, American Indian 
and Alaskan Native males had 
the highest death rate in 2022 
with 1,444 deaths per 100,000 
population. And AI/AN females 
were not far behind with a total 
of 1,063 deaths. These statistics 
are staggering considering that 
most other races had a death rate 
below 900 per 100,000 people. 
That is 40% higher than the white 
population, 17% higher than the 
black community, and 98% higher 
than Hispanics.

Delving a bit further, 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services’ Offi ce of 
Minority Health reported that 
the life expectancy for Natives 
is an average age of 71.8 years, 
compared to an average of 78.8 

years for whites, 74.8 years for 
black people, and 81.9 years for 
Hispanic individuals. But even 
without knowing any of those 
stats, many Native people could 
relate this to you simply from 
experience, by recalling upon the 
names and memories of all the 
loved ones we’ve laid to rest. 

“I think that as Native 
people, we do funerals really 
well,” Theresa stated as tears 
began to well up in her eyes.  “And 
I think after the funeral, we don’t 
know what to do. I think we don’t 
talk about it enough. We don’t talk 
about the foreverness that we carry 
as long as we’re still here. That 
loss we have, we’re just expected 
to know how to deal with it.”

After receiving an event 
t-shirt that read, ‘reclaiming joy, 
love, and laughter’, attendees 
shared a meal together before 
the panel began. Taking their 
seats at the head of the Gathering 
Hall, the people participated in 
some mindful mediation and 
breathing exercises, led by Tulalip 
community member and LMP, 
Glendy Morrison. 

On the main stage, three 
chairs were occupied by Tribal 
member and event emcee, Kali 
Joseph, moderator and Tulalip 
BOD Debra Posey, and guest 
speaker Nola Jeffries (Tsimshian/
Coast Salish). Nola is well known 
amongst tribal communities, and 
she has leant her voice and efforts 
to the health and betterment of 
Indigenous people at gatherings 

Continued on next page
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such as the Tribal Canoe Journey 
and at various National Day of 
Truth and Reconciliation events 
across Indian country. 

During this intimate 
gathering of about 50-60 Tulalip 
community members, Nola spoke 
from the heart. She shared her 
personal experience with grief 
and how she was able to cope and 
withstand the lowest point of her 
life, the loss of her daughter Megan, 
who aged just 20 months before her 
untimely passing.

“My daughter died in a 
car accident that I was very much 
a part of,” she stated. “Having 
this beautiful little girl who was 
so full life, full of love, full of 
energy, and full of promise, to be 
gone – my whole life changed in 
a second. As a mother, I thought 
it was my responsibility to keep 
all my children safe and that day 
I didn’t succeed. I blamed myself. 
Sometimes, you can turn your 
anger onto somebody, but I drew 
that anger inward. I didn’t feel I 
deserved to be a mother, a wife. I 
didn’t feel like I deserved to even 
grieve for her because I caused this 
to happen.

“It’s hard for us to grieve. 
What grief can do is stop us dead 
in our tracks and I think that’s what 
happened to me. I had a really hard 
time staying here. It was my own 
mother who probably helped me 
stay here. She called me and told 
me she was worried about me, 
and that if anything happened to 
me it would kill her. And a little 
lightbulb went on in my brain. I 
would purposely cause my mother 
this pain. I would purposely make 
her suffer. I thought to myself I 
can’t do that; I have to somehow 
live through this. There were times 
I couldn’t look ahead, because 
the pain was so deep. And what I 
would do is stuff it down. Of course 
you can’t stuff all that pain down. 
For me, it felt like I had a manhole 
over that pain, and it would get so 
full, it would be like a geyser. It 
would start coming up until I’d get 
control of it again and push it back 
down. I lived my life like that for a 
long time. I’d pretend I was happy, 

people thought I was happy, but 
I wasn’t. I was struggling. There 
were lots of beliefs I held that just 
weren’t true, because I really wasn’t 
responsible for my daughter’s 
death. I was part of it. One day I 
woke up and thought, Nola, you’re 
not the creator. You can’t make all 
these things happen. You’re not in 
control of any of this.”

Nola went on to explain 
that she officially set off on her 
healing journey 11 years after her 
daughters passing. Upon accepting 
a position at a substance use and 
trauma treatment center named the 
Tsow-Tun Le Lum Society, she was 
introduced to new forms of therapy 
which helped her through that pain 
and gave her a new perspective 
on grief, in addition to traditional 
work. 

She said, “I believe that 
things are supposed to happen the 
way that they happen. We have a 
time to be born, and we have a time 
to go. Sometimes it’s really hard 
to accept some of the things that 
have happened. I used to think that 
if I accepted it, then I agreed with 
it - I realized I was just fighting 
myself. I couldn’t change what had 
happened. I still have grief, but the 
way I live with my grief is different. 
I didn’t think I had the right to cry, 
and today I absolutely know that 
my tears are welcome. Even though 
she is on the other side, she’s still 
my daughter. That love never dies. 
I still talk to her. She’s still a part 
of my life, I still love her so much. 
And she has taught me so much. 
What I didn’t know before she 

came and left was how incredibly 
strong I am. But I’m going to be 
honest with you, 35 years have 
passed and sometimes it feels like 
it was yesterday. I still miss her.”
 Many tears were shed in the 
Gathering Hall that evening. When 
hearing Nola recount her story, 
nearly everyone in attendance could 
be seen nodding in understanding 
and relating to those feelings of 
hopelessness, guilt, and despair. 
And as she continued to detail her 
experience with loss, they acquired 
new ways and ideas on how to 
work through their grief and how 
to allow themselves to let go.
 Following her TED-Talk, 
Nola opened the floor for questions. 
Among the two people who came 
forward was Tribal member, 
Deborah Parker. 

Said Deborah, “I lost a 
loved one on September 26th – 
three years ago. It’s really difficult. 
I get confused with letting go and 
remembering. They say to let go, 
but then also to remember your 
loved ones. I don’t quite know 
what to do and how to live without 
that loved one. What did you 
do to relieve yourself from that 
confusion in your mind? Because I 
know that grief and feeling of loss 
will be forever, in a sense. But I too 
want to live a more meaningful life 
because grief has really hit myself 
and it’s impacted my children, my 
family, and friends.”

In response, Nola replied, 
“You said people talk about letting 
go, and I think what they’re talking 
about is to start releasing the pain, 

because that trauma and grief gets 
stuck in our bodies. That’s what you 
need to let go of, that’s what you 
need to release. But the memories 
of them? Absolutely not. The love 
of them? Absolutely not. You hold 
on to that and you allow it flourish 
and grow.”

Prior to a youth-led closing 
song and a raffle drawing, that 
included $50 gas cards and gift 
bag prizes, BOD Posey concluded 
the panel with a few insightful 
remarks, “When you lose someone 
who you love, and you get to that 
point where you can start really 
remembering the best times, when 
you can focus on those wonderful 
moments in time, you can ask 
yourself what would that person 
want for you? But you have to 
be really true and honest about it. 
Would they want you to be isolated 
and be in grief? And if the situation 
were reversed, and you were the 
one that is gone, what would you 
want for them? And if you know 
what you would want for them, 
that’s what they want for you. To 
live a full life, to find joy, to find 
happiness, to live the best life you 
possibly can.”

The Season of Healing 
will continue throughout the rest 
of October. The next art project 
scheduled is a dentalium earring 
workshop instructed by Tribal 
member Santana Shopbell-Proehl. 
It will be held on Saturday October 
12, at the Hibulb Cultural Center 
from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. To 
sign-up for the class, be sure to call  
(360) 716-2600 or e-mail info@
hibulbculturalcenter.org.  There 
will also be an Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day celebration at the Gathering 
Hall on Monday October 14, 
beginning at 5:00 p.m., which will 
feature Noelani Lokepa-Guerrero 
as the guest speaker. 

If you are a Tulalip tribal 
member, you can follow the 
speaker series via livestream on 
IAmTulalip.com. On this site, you 
can also find a video recording of 
all the Season of Healing TED-Talk 
panels if you were unable to catch 
the event in real time.
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 The Northwest Native 
American Basketweavers 
Association (NNABA) selected 
Tulalip as the host for its 27th 
annual gathering, held at the 
Gathering Hall. The two-day event 
on October 4 and 5 saw over 600 
registered guests and 38 teachers, 
marking the largest gathering in 
the organization’s history. The 
NNABA continues to provide 
a space for Indigenous peoples 
of the Northwest to share and 
learn cultural and artistic skills, 
including creating native regalia 
and various styles of basketry. 
 The gathering offered 
guests various weaving classes to 
choose from, where they learned 
techniques using materials like 
cedar, sweetgrass, wool, and yarn. 
Participants had seven hours each 
day to work on their projects, with 
classes filling up on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Each teacher 
provided the necessary materials for 
their craft, with fees for both lessons 
and supplies varying depending 
on the craft and instructor. 

  Tulalip tribal member 
Heidi Zackuse expressed her 
enthusiasm, saying, “This is super 
cool.” Another attendee, Jack 
McCloud from Nisqually, reflected 
on the significance of the gathering: 
“I didn’t grow up with much 
tradition. My grandparents spoke 
our language fluently but weren’t 
allowed to teach us about our culture. 
Being part of this year’s gathering 
makes me proud. It feels like our 
culture has come back stronger 
than ever. Seeing the imagination 
of all the artists here is incredible.”

During the event, each 
completed item was announced 
by teachers, who would stand up 
to share what had been created 
and by whom. Applause filled 
the room as participants proudly 
raised their finished projects 
for all to see, creating a warm 
and supportive atmosphere.

Tulalip tribal member 
and teacher Toni Jo Gobin flew in 
from Hawaii to share her unique 
basketry techniques. Reflecting on 
her experience, Gobin said, “It was 

Tulalip hosts NNABA’s largest 
basket weaving event

By Wade Sheldon 

Continued on next page
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By Micheal Rios
Within the 1,743 square foot 

volleyball court at Heritage High School, 
the Lady Hawks continue to develop their 
bumping and setting skills. Normally, after 
bumping and setting comes spiking, but these 
girls the final ingredient of their on-court 
trifecta is enthusiasm. Unbridled enthusiasm 
to be exact. Plain, yet simple, and highly 
effective for making high school memories.

Bump, set, and 
enthusiasm

awesome teaching at the Gathering 
Hall. It was a lot of fun meeting 
everyone. This was my first time 
teaching and attending a NNABA 
event, and while it was super busy, 
it was nice.” She also expressed 
her gratitude to the Tulalip staff, 
adding, “I want to give a huge 
thanks to the staff at Tulalip. They 
ensured all the elders and guests 
had everything they needed and 
kept things running smoothly.”

NNABA representative 
Ramona Townrae, a Yakama 
Nation member and resident of 
Black Diamond, praised the event’s 
success. “Every year, the NNABA 
selects a host by advertising 
proposals, allowing us to connect 

with people from all over the 
Northwest, including Canada, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and 
parts of Montana,” she explained. 
“This year’s gathering was one of 
the largest we’ve ever held. When 
we first started back in 1996, we 
barely had 100 attendees. Now, 
we’ve brought in over 600 people. 
Seeing individuals who saved 
their nickels and dimes to attend 
and participate warms my heart.”

Reflecting on the venue, 
Ramona shared, “This is a fantastic 
place—not only is it beautiful, 
but it truly maintains our culture 
and traditions. The staff and tribal 
members have been working hard 
for months, ensuring everyone 

felt welcome. I always ask, 
‘What would you do if someone 
came to your home?’ That’s the 
approach Tulalip took. It’s not just 
a conference; it’s a gathering, and 
that distinction is so important.”

Ramona also highlighted 
the event’s growing significance 
within the community. “Our 
mission is to promote, perpetuate, 
and preserve Native American 
basketry, and a key part of that 
is involving the youth. We run a 
program for kids; whether we have 
hundreds or just a handful, those 
kids are the ‘promote’ part of our 
mission. They’re the ones who 
will carry our traditions forward. I 
always tell them, ‘You are our future. 

You will be the cultural bearers.’ 
It’s heartwarming to see their little 
hands weaving—knowing they’re 
the ones who will keep this alive.” 
 The 27th annual NNABA 
gathering at Tulalip celebrated 
basket weaving and the strength of 
Indigenous culture and community. 
Bringing together elders and 
youth, the event ensures that these 
traditions will continue to thrive 
and be passed down for generations. 
 If you want to know more 
about the NNABA or their next 
gathering, you can find out on the 
website at http://www.nnaba.net.
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 “We are just trying our best 
to be locked in during practice and 
in games. For me, I think being 
positive and focusing on the good 
things is an important, maybe 
the most important, part of life, 
not just sports,” explained Lady 
Hawks co-captain Lilly Jefferson. 
“You can see how its impacted our 
team, too, because regardless of 
the score we are doing our chants, 
cheering for one another, and 
actually enjoying the moments we 
get to celebrate. 

“Being able to be loud and 
scream out of joy and excitement 
if my favorite part of sports,” 
continued the high school junior. 
“As the season went along, the 
more and more of my teammates 
started to join along and now 
almost the whole team cheers 
and lets out good emotion when 
something good happens or 
someone puts full effort on the 
court, like diving or really hustling 
to try and make a play. These are 
moments are worth celebrating, or 
in my case, screaming for.”

While doing their best 
to maximize enthusiasm during 
their team as volleyballers, the 
Lady Hawks have unlocked a truly 
refreshing perspective for those 
who witness them play. They are 
making the best kind of memories, 
built from a united mission to 
have fun regardless of what the 
scoreboard read. This was evident 
at girls’ latest home game when 
they hosted Shoreline Christian on 
October 2. 

 After dropping a quick first 
set, 10-25, the girls played a back 
and forth second set that saw them 
trailing by only two points, 18-20, 
at one point. If it’s possible to will 
a team to victory simply through 
enthusiasm, then co-captains Lilly 
and Raylee Fryberg nearly did just 
that. They were the driving force 
that made sure they team came 
together after every point, win or 
lose, to clap it up, express positive 
platitudes, or let out a cheer-filled 
scream.

The super competitive 
second set ended up going 
Shoreline Christian’s way, but that 
didn’t stop the Lady Hawks from 
boiling over with that unbridled 
enthusiasm. Not even close. 
Before the start of the third set, 
senior Elizabel Herrera huddled 
up her team and mimicked the 
legendary “Whose got my back?!” 
chant made famous by the Seattle 
Seahawks vaunted Legion of 
Boom. 
 Those vibes carried over 
to the start of their third set. The 
Lady Hawks managed to jump out 
to a 9-8 lead and were still in the 
think of things while trailing 15-
20. Ultimately, they dropped the 
third set and lost the match 0-3. 
Don’t tell them they lost though 
because they aren’t interested 
in the wins and losses; they are 
interested in making memories 
and building friendships.
 “This is my first year 
playing volleyball,” admitted 
17-year-old Elizabel post-game. 
“I’m so thankful for Lilly and 
Raylee for bringing me up and 
talking me into playing. I feel like 
I mess up so much and am still 
learning where I need to be and 
when, but they act like I don’t and 
that makes me want to keep on 
playing and getting better.

“This whole experience 
playing volleyball and being a 
Lady Hawk are good memories that 
I’ll be thankful later for. Really, I 
just want to smile and make others 
smile because high school is only 
four years and, me being a senior, 
I only have a few months left. So I 
want to smile as much as I can and 
make as many memories as I can 
before it’s over.”

The 2024 volleyball 
season is quickly coming to an 
end. Catch one last glimpse of 
bump, set, and enthusiasm when 
Heritage celebrates Senior Night 
on October 15. The Lady Hawks 
will be hosting Evangel Classical 
School in their final home game of 
the season. 
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Elida Lee Parks
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Elida Lee Parks was born on August 3, 
1944 in Mount Vernon, WA to Sarah Stella Per-
cival and Raymond Leal. Elida went to be with 
the lord and to be reunited with the love of her 
life on September 27, 2024 in Seattle, WA. 
 Lee grew up in Tulalip and was a 
strong, beautiful, and remarkable woman. 
Lee was a kind, loving, and fierce soul who 
loved her family so much. Lee enjoyed spend-
ing time with her grandchildren, playing bin-
go, and spending nights out at the casino. 
 Lee married her soul mate, Mr. G, on July 
25th, 1970 and from there they grew a large blend-
ed family. Glen and Lee had 12 children, 46 grand-
children, 96 great grandchildren, 24 great-great 
grandchildren, and 1 great-great-great grandchild. 
Glen and Lee took care of many children over 
their lifetime and their home was shared by all. 
 Glen and Lee had a life full of love and 
excitement. Lee was a strong fisherwoman who 
worked right alongside her husband, running the 
Lot-A-Wampum or logging and running the skid-
der. Lee also worked as a Cage Manager at the 
Tulalip Casino. She was proud to have served 
15 years building up and mentoring many of her 
employees. She was loved by her team members. 
She is survived by her children, Teresa, Les (Tra-
cy), Lori, Roman (DeeAnna), Bernie, Angela 
(Don), Lora, DeeDee, Port (Melinda), and Den-
nis (Christina), 167 grandchildren; brother, Pau-
lano Leal; and many special nieces and nephews.
She is preceded in death by her husband, 
Glen Parks Jr.; and children, Rocky, Char-
maine, George and many loved ones. 
 A celebration of life was held Thursday, Oct. 
3, 2024 at 10:00 AM at the Tulalip Gathering Hall 
with burial following at Mission Beach Cemetery.

 Clyde was born in Fort Yates, ND 
and raised in Cannonball, ND along with 8 
siblings. He passed away peacefully on 9-29-
2024 In Lynwood, WA. in Clyde’s words - 
(kicked the bucket).
 As a young man he was sent to Board-
ing School along with some siblings not by 
their choice. He used to fish with Blair using 
Frogs they caught at night. 
 Some of the things he enjoyed were 
traveling, his cars, Horse races, the Seahawks, 
the Sonics, United Tribes Pow Wows along 
with other Pow Wows, visiting family, play-
ing basketball , what he loved the most was 

his family and the  women in his life.  Some 
of his work included working on the Family 
Ranch, a Dynamiter, Welder at Hanson Boats 
where he met Mel Sheldon also Lockeyed in 
California. 
 He is survived by son Clyde GreyBull 
Jr. a Marine Veteran, daughter Neva (Avel) 
Medina Sr., grandchildren Christina, Avel 
Jr., Georgina, Matthew, Blaze and Feather. 
Brothers Blair and Elton. Special nephews 
Will and Orin. 
Preceded in death by his parents and 8 sib-
lings. 

Clyde GreyBull 
Born on 12-20-1938 to William and Ethyl [Berry] GreyBull
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SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CU-2024-0709 Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, 
June Hill, Petitioner vs Joshua Lloyd, Respondent TO: Joshua Lloyd: YOU ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that a Custody Petition was filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 
2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal Code. You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the 
above entitled action in the above entitled court on November 6, 2024 at 11:00 AM in Tulalip 
Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to protect your 
interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER AND/OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED 
AGAINST YOU. Date first published: September 28, 2024.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2018-0388, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip WA, TCSP #2805 TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs. 
JAMES ALECK (DOB: 07/30/1980) TO: JAMES ALECK:  YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that on August 1, 2024, a Notice of Hearing on the Motion to Modify 
the Child Support Order and a Motion to Modify the Child Support Order was filed 
in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal 
Code. This is child support for SA as well as JA.  You are hereby summoned to ap-
pear and defend the above entitled action in the above entitled court and answer 
on November 18th, 2024 at 9:00 AM in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have im-
portant legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL 
TO ANSWER AND/OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST 
YOU. Date first published: September 7, 2024.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CU-2024-0433 Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, Der-
ek M Prather, Petitioner, vs. Melinda Napeahi, Respondent TO: Melinda Napeahi:  YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Custody Petition was filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant 
to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal Code. You are hereby summoned to appear and 
defend the above entitled action in the above entitled court on October 30, 2024 at 10:30 AM 
in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have important legal rights and you must take steps to 
protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER AND/OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE 
RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: September 14, 2024.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CU-2024-0600 Tulalip Tribal Court, Tulalip WA, 
Gina Lita Kayla Langley, Petitioner vs Martin D.L. Gorman, Respondent TO: Martin D.L. Gor-
man :  YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on September 11, 2024 a Custody Petition was 
filed in the above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal Code. 
You are hereby summoned to appear and defend the above entitled action in the above entitled 
court on November 6, 2024 at 10:30 AM in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have important 
legal rights and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER 
AND/OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first published: 
September 14, 2024.

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION TUL-CV-CS-2024-0629, Tulalip Tribal Court, Tu-
lalip WA, TCSP #2839 TULALIP CHILD SUPPORT PROGRAM, Petitioner, vs. 
ROSELYNNE NOEL THE BOY-JONES (DOB: 12/09/1989) TO:  ROSELYNNE 
NOEL THE BOY-JONES:  YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that on August 16th, 
2024, a Summons and Petition for Establishment of Child Support was filed in the 
above-entitled Court Pursuant to Chapter 2.10 and 4.10 of the Tulalip Tribal Code. 
This is child support for JJJ-L.  You are hereby summoned to appear and defend 
the above entitled action in the above entitled court and answer on November 18th, 
2024 at 9:15 AM in Tulalip Tribal Court. NOTICE: You have important legal rights 
and you must take steps to protect your interests. IF YOU FAIL TO ANSWER AND/
OR APPEAR JUDGMENT WILL BE RENDERED AGAINST YOU. Date first pub-
lished: September 28, 2024.

 Beda?chelh raises their hands in thanks to Tulalip 
Tribal Member Virginia Jones, who shared her knowledge 
of salve making with our youth and their Foster and 
Guardianship families. The traditional knowledge of plants 
and their uses is an important component to sustaining our 
cultural ways, and it is beda?chelh’s goal to ensure that 
youth stay connected to their culture and have access to 
learn about traditional teachings and customs. In order 
to do this, beda?chelh hosts culture events from January 
to September, taught by different community artists who 

Thank you from 
Beda?chelh

share their cultural knowledge with 
our youth. These events provide a 
space for us to connect our Foster 
and Guardianship families with our 
culture and learn more about the 
Tribe. We open every cultural event 
with a meal and a teaching. This 
year, we painted drums/ clappers, 
learned about ceremony protocol 
and the place of the drum, made 
cedar paddle necklaces, and invited 
the Lushootseed staff to share 
stories and painting.
 We thank our Foster and 
Guardianship families for coming 
to each cultural event ready and 
willing to learn and understand 
the importance of keeping our 
youth connected to their traditional 
community. If you are interested in 
becoming a Foster or Guardianship 
family or are already one and 
interested in learning more about 
Tulalip, please reach out to our 
Placement Team at 360-716-3284. 
 We thank all tribal artists 
who are always willing to share 
their time and knowledge with the 
families who have joined us in 
supporting our youth. 

Brandi Monstreuil 
and Shelly L. Lacy
Photos by Jennifer Wermuth

Court Notices




